PRESCOTT

THE FORT TOWN

Lest We Forget

Prescott has a long military history that dates to the founding of the town. As Prescott was at
a crucial point on the St. Lawrence, it made the town a target of attack to those who wished to
take over the St. Lawrence. The original Fort Wellington was built in 1813 and the second in
1838. The 1838 reconstruction is the same structure that still stands today. No attack ever
occurred at Fort Wellington; however, the Fort has been called upon to station soldiers on
multiple occasions. The most notable being during the Battle of Windmill Point east of
Prescott that occurred in November 1838. The Fenian Raids of 1865-1870 would bring forth
notable members of the local militia with Prescott’s own Lt. Col. Hamilton D. Jessup who was
in command of the No. 1 Prescott Rifles and the entire 56th Batt. that was stationed in
Prescott.

Prescott would see a few regiments come and go in the town’s history. The longest serving
regiment being the 4th Hussars, who were stationed in Prescott from 1875-1936. In 1894 the
regiment was absorbed with the ‘Prescott Troop of Cavalry, Dragoons’, and was referred to as
D Squadron from military headquarters in Kingston. When World War | broke out D Squadron
of the 4th Hussars were called out for service. During World War I, Fort Wellington would
serve as an enlistment and training center for the local area. Sadly, some of these men who
enlisted never returned home, with some believe to have lost their lives during the battle of
Vimy Ridge. Fort Wellington was classified as a national historic site before the start of World
War Il and all enlistment and training that the Fort hosted was sent to Kingston and Montreal.

In modern day, Remembrance Day celebrations are held every November 11th at the memorial
at Fort Wellington and are hosted by the Prescott Legion.

Use the Clues To Help You Answer Each Question

Across: Down:

1.Battle Canadians fought in France in 1917. 1.Flower that grows in Flanders Field.

2. Regiment that existed in Prescott from 1875- 2. Organization for veteran support and

1936. community services.

3. Name for a member who fights in the army. 3.Regiment that Hamilton D. Jessup was a part
4. Name of regiment in Prescott in 1885. of.

5. What we celebrate in Canada on November 4. Location of Battle in Edwardsburg in 1838.
11th. 5. Month where we celebrate our veterans.
Fort located in Prescott. 6. Monument used to remember people.
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