
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

PRESCOTT TOWN COUNCIL
AGENDA

 
September 2, 2025

6:00 pm
Council Chambers
360 Dibble St. W.
Prescott, Ontario

 
Our Mission:

To foster an environment of collaborative leadership to grow a safe, inclusive, and resilient community
while preserving the unique character of Prescott.

 
Land Acknowledgement:

We acknowledge that we are meeting on aboriginal land that has been inhabited by Indigenous
peoples.

In particular, we acknowledge the traditional territory of the Huron-Wendat, Anishinaabeg,
Haudenosaunee, Anishinabek, and the Oneida and Haudenosaunee Peoples.

Pages

1. Call to Order

2. Approval of Agenda

RECOMMENDATION
That the agenda for the Council meeting of September 2, 2025 be approved as
presented.

3. Declarations of Interest

4. Presentations

5. Delegations



6. Minutes of the previous Council meetings

6.1 August 11, 2025 1

RECOMMENDATION
That the Council minutes dated August 11, 2025, be accepted as
presented. 

7. Communications & Petitions

8. Consent Reports

All matters listed under Consent Reports are to be considered routine and will
be enacted by one motion. Should a member wish an alternative action from the
proposed recommendation, the member shall request that the item be moved to
the applicable section of the agenda.

RECOMMENDATION
That all items listed under the Consent Reports section of the agenda be
accepted as presented.

8.1 Information Package (under seperate cover)

9. Committee Reports

10. Mayor

11. Outside Boards, Committees and Commissions

12. Staff

12.1 Staff Report 57-2025 - Prescott Branding and Marketing Strategy 9

Presentation by Marley Kirkpatrick & Steve Bowker, Alphabet Creative 

RECOMMENDATION
THAT Council endorse the Branding & Marketing Strategy and
Messaging Framework produced by Alphabet Creative and direct staff
to implement the recommendations.

12.2 Staff Report 58-2025 - Building and By-Law Q1 and Q2 Update 33

RECOMMENDATION
For information.

12.3 Staff Report 59-2025 - Analysis of Bill 5 Protecting Ontario by 37



Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025

RECOMMENDATION
For Information.

13. Resolutions

13.1 Administrative Changes to By-Law 41-2024 and 42-2025

RECOMMENDATION
THAT Council direct the Clerk to make administrative amendments to
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PRESCOTT TOWN COUNCIL 

MINUTES 

 

Monday, August 11, 2025 

6:00 p.m. 

Council Chambers 

360 Dibble St. W. 

Prescott, Ontario 

 

Present Mayor Gauri Shankar, Councillor Leanne Burton, Councillor 

Mary Campbell, Councillor Justin Kirkby, Councillor Lee 

McConnell, Councillor Tracey Young, Councillor Ray Young 

  

Staff Matthew Armstrong, CAO/Treasurer, Samantha Joudoin-Miller, 

Manager of Community Services, Matt Locke, Director of 

Operations, Chelsea Conklin, Deputy Clerk, Chloe Preston, 

Director of Administration/Clerk 

  

  

_____________________________________________________________________ 

 

1. Call to Order 

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 p.m. 
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2. Approval of Agenda 

Motion 142-2025 

Moved By R. Young 

Seconded By Burton 

That the agenda for the Council meeting of August 11, 2025 be approved as 

amended, to remove Item 12.1 Staff Report 51-2025 - Bill 5 Analysis.  

Carried 

 

  

  

3. Declarations of Interest 

There were no declarations of interest expressed.  

  

4. Presentations 

There were no presentations.  

  

5. Delegations 

There were no delegations.  

  

6. Minutes of the previous Council meetings 

6.1 July 14, 2025 

Motion 143-2025 

Moved By Kirkby 

Seconded By Campbell 

That the Council minutes dated July 14, 2025, be accepted as amended.  

Carried 
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7. Communications & Petitions 

There were no communications or petitions.  

  

8. Consent Reports 

Motion 144-2025 

Moved By Burton 

Seconded By Campbell 

That all items listed under the Consent Reports section of the agenda be 

accepted as presented. 

Carried 

 

  

  

8.1 Information Package (under seperate cover) 

 

9. Committee Reports 

9.1 PAC Report 09-2025 - Zoning By-Law Amendment - Churchill Road, 

East - ZBA2025-003 

Motion 145-2025 

Moved By Kirkby 

Seconded By T. Young 

THAT By-Law 35-2025, being a by-law to amend By-Law No. 09-2009, as 

amended, a By-law to regulate the use of land, buildings and structures 

within the Town of Prescott, be read and passed, signed by the Mayor and 

Clerk, and sealed by the seal of the Corporation; AND 

THAT Council determines that in accordance with Section 34(17) of the 

Planning Act, no further notice is required prior to the passage of the by-

law. 

Carried 

 

Tim Fisher, Municipal Planner spoke to the report.  
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Discussion was held regarding the municipally serviced street, the 

Endangered Species Act, noise barriers, and the Site Plan Agreement 

process.  

  

10. Mayor 

Mayor Shankar attended the opening of St. Lawrence Shakespeare Festival, and 

a Volunteer Appreciation event in Brockville. He also attended an event in 

Spencerville by Baldwin House, a golf tournament raising funds for Sherwood 

Park Manor, and presented Mayoral Scrolls to Dave Travis and Mike Baril for 

their efforts surrounding the Kinsmen Amphitheatre Sunday Night Concerts.  

  

11. Outside Boards, Committees and Commissions 

Councillor R. Young will be attending an upcoming St. Lawrence Lodge meeting 

and noted they are planning to complete their budget earlier this year than 

previous years. He attended the Shakespeare Festival seeing Sherlock Holmes 

and frequents the Sunday Night Concerts.  

Councillor T. Young spoke to attending the Sunday Night Concerts, a Walker 

House board meeting and spoke to a grant of $25,000 they received, and the 

implementation of an online registration system. Walker House has created a 

book club and are planning a trip to the National Arts Centre on September 13. 

The King St Promenade was a Business Improvement Area event, and they are 

hopeful it will become an annual event.  

Councillor Burton spoke to the success of the King St Promenade, and spoke to 

the St. Lawrence Shakespeare events, and Sunday Night Concerts. Dead ice is 

now available at the Alaine Chartrand Community Centre, and the Sandra Lawn 

Marina is hosting a boater’s brew on August 15. The Summer Youth Recreation 

program has been in full swing all summer at Centennial Park where MP Michael 

Barrett hosted a community BBQ. There is an upcoming movie night at Town Hall 

on August 15 playing Despicable Me 4, and our summer wrap up event on 

August 26 at Centennial Park.  

Councillor McConnell spoke to completing cemetery maintenance including 

trimming small bushes and attending St. Lawrence Shakespeare plays.  

Councillor Campbell attended a Fire Administration meeting on August 5 and 

noted that there is a complete burn ban for the United Counties of Leeds and 

Grenville. The Prescott Fire Department completed training on the St. Lawrence 
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River with their pumper on August 11, and will complete training regarding 

propane fires and fire extinguishers on August 19. The Prescott Fire Department 

participated in Camp Day at Tim Hortons, Touch a Truck at St. Marks Catholic 

School, Junior Fire Fighters training in North Augusta, and attended a funeral for 

a fellow fire fighter from North Dundas. The Prescott Fire Department has 

upcoming community involvement at the Spencerville Fair, and Cardinal and 

North Augusta Labour Day Parades. The new firetruck will be fully in service by 

August 12.  

Councillor Kirkby spoke to attending the Sunday Night Concerts, St. Lawrence 

Shakespeare presenting Sherlock Holmes, the King St Promenade, and MP 

Michael Barrett's community BBQ at Centennial Park. Operations staff have the 

ice installed at the Alaine Chartrand Community Centre and have been 

maintaining streets and sidewalks. East Street reconstruction is progressing well, 

as well as the Seymour Recreation Complex where the concrete has been 

poured for the skateboarding park, and grading is almost completed to start 

paving. 

  

  

12. Staff 

12.2 Staff Report 52-2025 - Summer Lunch Program - July Update 

 

Samantha Joudoin-Miller, Manager of Community Services, spoke to the 

report.  

Discussion was held regarding the success of the program and continuing 

the program in the future, the potential of a new location, and our 

partnership with the Outpost Café.  

  

  

12.3 Staff Report 53-2025 - Senior Support Services - CPHC (SSS) 

Community Room Request 

Motion 146-2025 

Moved By R. Young 

Seconded By Kirkby 
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THAT Council approve the request from Senior Support Services - CPHC 

(SSS) for the regular usage of Community Rooms at Town Hall at a 

reduced rate of $100/day for the remainder of 2025 and until the 2026 

Intake #1 Community Grants have been decided upon by Council. 

Carried 

 

Samantha Joudoin-Miller, Manager of Community Services, spoke to the 

report.  

Discussion was held regarding the importance of the program, and the 

current room rate.  

 

12.4 Staff Report 54-2025 - 2025 Street Repaving - Update 

Motion 147-2025 

Moved By Burton 

Seconded By Kirkby 

That Council direct staff to proceed with the planned changes to the 

paving and roadwork plans for 2025 as outlined in Staff Report 54-2025. 

Carried 

 

Matt Locke, Director of Operations spoke to the report.  

Discussion was held regarding paving the entire municipal parking lot at 

Shoppers Drug Mart, the OCIF funding timeline, the interlocking stones, 

and sidewalk maintenance.  

  

  

12.5 Staff Report 55-2025 - Alternative Voting Methods for 2026 Municipal 

Election 

Motion 148-2025 

Moved By Kirkby 

Seconded By Campbell 

THAT Council authorizes the exclusive alternative voting method of 

internet and telephone voting for the 2026 Municipal Elections; AND 
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THAT Council further direct the Clerk to bring forward the necessary by-

law to set out the voting methods for the 2026 Municipal Election. 

Carried 

 

Chloe Preston, Director of Administration/Clerk, spoke to the report.  

Discussion was held regarding the number of voters we had during the 

last election, the amount that voted by paper ballot, if there is any impact 

on the school board, and attending the retirement and nursing homes in 

Prescott.  

  

12.6 Staff Report 56-2025 - Financial Report - June 2025 

 

Matthew Armstrong, CAO/Treasurer, spoke to the report.  

 

 

13. Resolutions 

There were no resolutions.  

  

14. By-laws 

There were no by-laws.  

  

15. New Business 

There was no new business.   

  

16. Notices of Motion 

There were no notices of motion.  
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17. Mayor’s Proclamation 

17.1 Prostate Cancer Awareness Month 

Mayor Shankar made a proclamation that September will be Prostate 

Cancer Awareness Month.  

  

18. Period for Media Questions 

There was no media present.  

  

21. Confirming By-Law – 36-2025 

Motion 149-2025 

Moved By Burton 

Seconded By Campbell 

That By-Law 36-2025, being a by-law to confirm the proceedings of the Council 

meeting held on August 11, 2025, be read and passed, signed by the Mayor and 

Clerk, and sealed by the seal of the Corporation. 

Carried 

 

22. Adjournment 

Motion 150-2025 

Moved By Kirkby 

Seconded By T. Young 

That the meeting be adjourned at 7:50 p.m. 

Carried 

 

 

 

   

Mayor  Clerk 
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STAFF REPORT TO COUNCIL  Report No. 57-2025 
 

Date: 9/2/2025 
 
From: Dana Valentyne, Economic Development Officer     
 
RE: Prescott Branding & Marketing Strategy Adoption 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
Recommendation: 
THAT Council endorse the Branding & Marketing Strategy and Messaging Framework 
produced by Alphabet Creative and direct staff to implement the recommendations. 
 
Background: 
 
In October 2024, the Town issued RFP No. ED.2024.10.01 seeking a qualified 
consultant to lead the development of a comprehensive rebranding and marketing 
strategy. Following a competitive process, Alphabet Creative was selected based on its 
demonstrated expertise in municipal branding, stakeholder engagement, and 
destination marketing. Alphabet has an extensive portfolio of place-brand projects 
across Ontario, aligning with Prescott’s need for a unifying, future-focused brand. 
 
The project commenced in December 2024 with a target completion date of Summer 
2025. 
 
Over the past several months, the Town has worked closely with Alphabet Creative to 
develop a comprehensive branding and marketing strategy that will unify our identity 
across tourism, economic development, community services, and municipal 
administration. This project has been informed by extensive Council, stakeholder and 
public engagement, and the participation of our senior leadership team, comprised of 
department heads, to ensure the new brand is both strategically aligned and 
operationally practical.  
 
Brand Discovery & Audit Phase 
 
The project began with a comprehensive brand discovery and audit process led by 
Alphabet Creative. This phase included Council & staff consultations, and a site visit to 
experience Prescott’s assets first-hand. Alphabet reviewed existing marketing materials, 
websites, signage, and departmental brand assets to assess current practices and 
identify inconsistencies. External research was also undertaken, including a competitive 
scan of peer municipalities across Ontario and the application of recognized best 
practices in place-branding and municipal marketing. This groundwork ensured the 
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strategy was rooted in both local realities and proven approaches to destination 
branding and economic development. 
 
Stakeholder Engagement & Key Findings 
 
Alphabet engaged more than 30 stakeholders in interviews and received 69 public 
survey submissions. The brand discovery/audit and stakeholder engagement process 
produced the Key Findings Report which identified: 

 
These findings confirmed that the community wants a brand that balances heritage with 
progress, celebrates local assets, and unifies messaging across tourism, economic 
development, and municipal services. 
 
The project was guided not only by Council, stakeholder and public input but also by the 
senior leadership team, comprised of Town department heads. This internal group 
participated in multiple phases of the project, including early consultations, site visits, 
review of the Key Findings Report, and assessment of draft brand strategy and visual 
concepts. Their involvement ensured the new brand aligns with operational priorities 
across departments and will be practical for day-to-day use in administration, 
community services, tourism, and economic development. 
 
Alphabet provided updates during the brand development process, including initial 
findings and draft brand materials. Following my report, Alphabet Creative will present a 
comprehensive review of the project phases, outlining the research and engagement 
process, key findings, brand strategy, and the final visual identity concepts. Their 

Page 10 of 114



 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

presentation will provide a detailed rationale for the recommended approach and will 
address questions from Council. 
 
Brand Strategy & Messaging 
 
The Brand Strategy Document establishes a unifying 
place brand system and positions Prescott around 
the theme: 
 

 Positioning Statement: “Prescott surprises 
you.” 

 Brand Promise: “You’re in for a surprise.” 

 Brand Pillars: Prescott supports, service, 
success, shore, sport, spirit, and scene. 

 
Messaging frameworks were developed for key 
audiences—visitors, residents, and businesses—
emphasizing Prescott’s accessibility, affordability, 
community spirit, and riverfront lifestyle. 
 
It is important to note that the brand strategy and 
messaging are the primary drivers of Prescott’s new 
identity, setting the tone for how the community is 
presented, how stories are told, and how audiences 
connect with Prescott. While the logo is a visible 
element, it represents only one small part of the 
overall brand system. The true strength of the brand 
lies in its ability to deliver consistent, compelling, and 
unified messaging across all sectors and platforms. 
 
The strategy also establishes key performance 
indicators (KPIs) to measure success over time. 
These include: 
 

 Brand engagement: adoption across 
departments and use by community partners. 

 Resident attraction: growth in new residents 
and real estate activity. 

 Business attraction: new business openings, fewer empty storefronts, and active 
engagement with Town support programs. 
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 Visitor attraction: increased year-round visitation, higher attendance at events, 
and stronger engagement with tourism marketing. 

 
These KPIs provide a framework for ongoing evaluation, ensuring the brand is not just 
launched but actively tracked and refined to deliver results. 
 
Visual Identity 
 

Alphabet produced two final 
concepts for Council 
consideration. Concept 1 
featured letter forms with a 
stylized lighthouse beam, while 
Concept 2 integrated letter 
forms with a lighthouse-
inspired icon. Following staff 
review, internal leadership 
consultation, and preliminary 
stakeholder feedback, Concept 
2 is recommended for 
adoption. It better reflects 

Prescott’s waterfront identity, conveys a strong sense of place, and aligns with 
contemporary design standards while remaining flexible across applications.  
Importantly, the new brand does not replace the Town’s official municipal crest/coat of 
arms, which will be retained for use in formal, ceremonial, and legislative contexts. This 
approach follows best practices in municipal 
branding: EDAC (Economic Developers 
Association of Canada), EDCO (Economic 
Developers Council of Ontario), and leading 
place-branding frameworks consistently 
recommend that municipalities maintain a dual 
identity strategy, where traditional crests serve 
as enduring symbols of governance and 
heritage, while contemporary visual brands 
drive tourism, investment, and community 
engagement.  
 
Alternatives: 
 
Council could decide to modify or decline to 
approve the recommendation. 
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Financial Implications:  
 

Project costs were allocated through the 2024–2025 Economic Development & Tourism 
budget in accordance with RFP No. ED.2024.10.01. Implementation costs for brand 
rollout (signage, templates, marketing materials) will be staged across 2025–2026 and 
brought forward through regular budget processes. External funding to support brand 
implementation will be pursued as opportunities arise.  Should Council request the 
development of an additional visual concept, further consultant fees would apply and 
would require new budget approval. 
 
Environmental Implications 
 
The recommended brand emphasizes waterfront connectivity and sustainability. 
Implementation will prioritize digital-first marketing and integration with existing 
municipal materials, reducing unnecessary print/sign production and minimizing 
environmental impact. 
 
Conclusion 
 
The new Branding & Marketing Strategy provides Prescott with a cohesive, flexible, and 
future-ready identity. It captures the community’s heritage, waterfront assets, and 
entrepreneurial momentum, while addressing long-standing challenges of 
fragmentation. Adoption of the strategy and endorsement of Concept 2 as Prescott’s 
new visual identity will unify municipal messaging, enhance investment attraction, and 
strengthen Prescott’s positioning as a welcoming riverside community of choice. 
 
The Town’s historic crest/coat of arms will remain in place for official and ceremonial 
functions, ensuring continuity with Prescott’s traditions while the new brand provides a 
modern identity for community promotion. This dual approach is consistent with national 
and provincial best practices, aligning Prescott with the standards of EDAC, EDCO, and 
established place-branding guidance. 
 
The involvement of Council and the Town’s senior leadership team of department heads 
throughout the project phases has ensured the resulting brand is both strategically 
sound and operationally practical. Importantly, the brand discovery and audit phase — 
including Council & staff consultations, site visits, marketing material review, and 
external best-practice research — provided a strong foundation, ensuring the strategy is 
rooted in evidence, authenticity, and professional standards.  Alphabet Creative will 
provide Council with a more comprehensive review of the project phases, strategy, and 
visual identity recommendations during their presentation at this meeting. 
 
Attachments: 
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- Prescott Rebrand Recommendations – Prepared by: Alphabet Creative 

 

Page 14 of 114



Aug 2025

Prescott 
Rebrand 

Town of Prescott
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The Town of Prescott was looking for 
an updated brand identity and strategy 
that would unify the place and reflect 
what Prescott is today and in the 
future. The goal was to create a clear, 
consistent story that residents, visitors, 
and businesses could connect with, 
while setting a strong foundation for 
future growth.

The Ask
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Desk
research

To build the brand, we gathered insights through research, 
community input, and on-the-ground exploration.

Review of existing plans, 
data, brand materials

Stakeholder
input

Conducted 30+ interviews, 
69 survey responses

In-person
exploration

Town tour & 
asset review

Competitive
scan

Review of other municipalities 
and strengths/weaknesses

Methodology
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Consistency

From this process, four key themes emerged to guide 
Prescott’s future brand story.

Need for unified 
logos/messages, 
currently fragmented

Beyond the “Fort Town”

It's a place full of history, arts 
& culture, and small business, 
and provides a slowed down, 
affordable lifestyle

Transition

It is a place for growth, 
optimism, and new 
investment, with an 
evolving identity

Waterfront

The St Lawrence is a 
core asset with tourism 
& cross-border potential

Core Themes
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Prescott

   Tourism   Town of P
re

sc
ot
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Ec
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ic
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ev
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  Commmunity Services  

  Local Businesses

Unify
Currently, there are multiple brand 
identities that exist within the Town 
of Prescott. The goal of this strategy 
is to unify the Town of Prescott 
under a flexible, cross-sector place 
brand system that maintains visual 
and verbal consistency.

Brand Hierachy
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Prescott
surprises
Prescott is a small town on the big 
St. Lawrence River. It’s easy to do 
business here, easy to live and play 
here. It’s historic but not stuck in the 
past. The discoveries, the lifestyle, the 
potential—it’s unexpected.

Positioning
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Prescott
supports

Prescott
service

Prescott
success

Prescott
shore

Prescott
sport

Prescott
scene

Prescott
spirit

The core themes or “supports” 
that hold up your brand promise 
and values. Think of them like 
the main topics you keep coming 
back to whenever you talk or act 
as the brand.

Brand Pillars
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Visual 
Identity
Inspired by the famous Prescott Rotary 
Lighthouse. This concept pairs friendly 
letter forms with an unique icon. 
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Prescott
surprises
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Applied Examples - Street Pageantry
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Applied Examples - Municipal Operations
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Applied Examples - Social Avatar

Town of Prescott

Posts
1,383 2,212

Followers
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Build your
business
prescott.ca/invest

Winter 
programs
prescott.ca/recreation

Applied Examples - Print Materials (document cover/ads)

TourismRecreation Economic Development

Prescott 
surprises
prescott.ca/explore
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Applied Examples
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Logo Exploration
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Thank you!

Town of Prescott

Steve Bowker
Creative Director
sbowker@alphabetcreative.com

Marley Kirkpatrick
Account Director
Tourism & Place Branding
mkirkpatrick@alphabetcreative.com 
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STAFF REPORT TO COUNCIL  Report No. 58-2025 
 

Date: 9/2/2025 
 
From: Shawn Merriman, Manager of Building & By-law/CBO    
 
RE:Q1 & Q2 Building & By-Law Update 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
For information. 
 
 
Background: 
 
In the first half of 2025, both the By-Law and Building Departments have experienced 
notable developments.  
 
By-Law Department: 
 
In the first half of the year, by-law was supported by casual inspectors until the 
appointment of a full-time by-law officer in May. Between January and June, the 
department: 

- Issued 83 Parking Tickets 
- Processed 187 Animal Tags  
- Responded to 54 service requests, which resulted in more than 100 site visits. 

Primary areas of concern brought forward were as follows. 
o Property standards (17 files),  
o Tree-related (8 files),  
o Animal control (6 files). 

Now that the department has a full-time by-law officer, priorities for the balance of 2025 
include stepped-up two-hour parking enforcement, enhanced animal control efforts, and 
enforcement of vacant building registration. There will also be efforts to review and 
update various by-laws.  
 
Building Department: 
 
In contrast to recent years, the Building Department processed fewer permit 
applications in the first half of 2025. As of June 30th, 26 permits had been issued, which 
represents approximately $1 Million of construction value in the Town.  While the 
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building permit for Wellington House was issued at the end of 2024 the project has 
since commenced and kept the department busy. 
 
Additionally, 7 orders to comply were issued, all stemming from fire-related incidents.  
 
The Department has begun the third quarter with  momentum. Anticipated permits 
include: 

- 4 new apartment units in the commercial core 
- 4 new townhouse units 
- 2 semi-detached dwellings for a total of 4 units  
- New retail development; and  
- Renovations to industrial spaces  

 
Permits and the related revenue are projected to reach approximately half of recent 
year’s levels. Any shortfall in building permit revenue will be supplemented by prior 
year’s surpluses from the building department reserve. 
 
The Chief Building Official is being shared with Edwardsburgh Cardinal which is 
generating additional revenue in 2025 for the department, as was envisioned in the 
budget. 
 
 
Alternatives: 
 
None.  
 
 
Financial Implications:  

 
The impact of the current trend in building fees was noted above with the corresponding 
action. 
 
 
Attachments: 

- Building Activity Report  
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Corporation of The Town of Prescott
BUILDING PERMITS

COMPARISON BY PERMIT TYPE
Activity for the period January 1, 2025 to June 30, 2025

2025 Permit Activity
Type Count Work Value Permit Fees

Accessory Buildings/Decks/
Garages/Sheds/Out Buildings 0 $0 $0.00

Addition Com. 0 $0 $0.00
Addition Res. 0 $0 $0.00
Alteration Com. 2 $10,600 $250.00
Alteration Res. 8 $633,325 $6,400.00
Change of Use 0 $0 $0.00
Demolitions 1 $3,500 $150.00
Foundation 0 $0 $0.00
Government/Institutional 3 $255,020 $2,250.00
Industrial 0 $0 $0.00
Installation of Pre-Fab Building 0 $0 $0.00
New Com. Construction 0 $0 $0.00
New Res. Construction 0 $0 $0.00
Non-Stats Can 10 $42,600 $725.00
Other 0 $0 $0.00
Pool 1 $300 $50.00
Temporary Structures 1 $100 $0.00
Wood Stove 0 $0 $0.00
YEAR TO DATE 26 $945,445 $9,825.00

Dev Charges 0 $0.00
$0.00

2024 Permit Activity
Type Count Work Value Permit Fees

Accessory Buildings/Decks/
Garages/Sheds/Out Buildings 1 $9,300 $175.00

Addition Com. 0 $0 $0.00
Addition Res. 2 $127,500 $1,145.00
Alteration Com. 2 $510,000 $4,375.00
Alteration Res. 5 $271,800 $2,330.00
Change of Use 0 $0 $0.00
Demolitions 0 $0 $0.00
Foundation 0 $0 $0.00
Government/Institutional 0 $0 $0.00
Industrial 3 $120,100 $1,530.00
Installation of Pre-Fab Building 0 $0 $0.00
New Com. Construction 0 $0 $0.00
New Res. Construction 2 $1,200,000 $11,100.00
Non-Stats Can 20 $72,177 $1,150.00
Other 8 $54,800 $850.00
Pool 0 $0 $0.00
Temporary Structures 1 $15 $50.00
Wood Stove 0 $0 $0.00
YEAR TO DATE 44 $2,365,692 $22,705.00

Dev Charges 2 $5,866.00
$5,866.00

2025 SUMMARY OF NEW RESIDENTIAL UNITS *TO DATE*
Number of Units Type

0 Single Family Dwelling

0 Semi-Detached

0 Duplex

0 Town House/Row House

0 Apartment/Condo/Change of Use

0 ** Includes 0 Rebuilds

2024 SUMMARY OF NEW RESIDENTIAL UNITS
Number of Units Type

0 Single Family Dwelling

6 Semi-Detached

0 Duplex

0 Town House/Row House

0 Apartment/Condo/Change of Use

6 ** Includes 0 Rebuilds

** Please note "rebuilds" replace original home due to fire damage or demolition of homes.
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2025 Permit Activity
Type Permits

Accessory Buildings/Decks/
Garages/Sheds/Out Buildings
Addition Com.

Addition Res.

Alteration Com. 2025-018,  2025-026

Alteration Res. 2024-094,  2024-095,  2025-005,  2025-007,  
2025-009,  2025-015,  2025-019,  2025-028

Change of Use

Demolitions 2025-012

Foundation

Government/Institutional 2024-046,  2025-001,  2025-003

Industrial

Installation of Pre-Fab Building

New Com. Construction

New Res. Construction

Non-Stats Can
2025-002,  2025-010,  2025-016,  2025-017,  
2025-021,  2025-022,  2025-025,  2025-027,  
2025-032,  2025-033

Other

Pool 2025-035

Temporary Structures 2025-014

Wood Stove

YEAR TO DATE

2024-046,  2024-094,  2024-095,  2025-001,  
2025-002,  2025-003,  2025-005,  2025-007,  
2025-009,  2025-010,  2025-012,  2025-014,  
2025-015,  2025-016,  2025-017,  2025-018,  
2025-019,  2025-021,  2025-022,  2025-025,  
2025-026,  2025-027,  2025-028,  2025-032,  
2025-033,  2025-035

2024 Permit Activity
Type Permits

Accessory Buildings/Decks/
Garages/Sheds/Out Buildings 2024-012

Addition Com.

Addition Res. 2024-011,  2024-038

Alteration Com. 2024-006,  2024-044

Alteration Res. 2024-003,  2024-009,  2024-023,  2024-033,  
2024-040

Change of Use

Demolitions

Foundation

Government/Institutional

Industrial 2024-007,  2024-031,  2024-032

Installation of Pre-Fab Building

New Com. Construction

New Res. Construction 2023-106,  2023-107

Non-Stats Can

2024-002,  2024-004,  2024-005,  2024-010,  
2024-014,  2024-015,  2024-018,  2024-019,  
2024-020,  2024-021,  2024-026,  2024-027,  
2024-037,  2024-041,  2024-042,  2024-043,  
2024-048,  2024-049,  2024-050,  2024-077

Other 2024-013,  2024-017,  2024-022,  2024-025,  
2024-030,  2024-035,  2024-036,  2024-039

Pool

Temporary Structures 2024-029

Wood Stove

YEAR TO DATE

2023-106,  2023-107,  2024-002,  2024-003,  
2024-004,  2024-005,  2024-006,  2024-007,  
2024-009,  2024-010,  2024-011,  2024-012,  
2024-013,  2024-014,  2024-015,  2024-017,  
2024-018,  2024-019,  2024-020,  2024-021,  
2024-022,  2024-023,  2024-025,  2024-026,  
2024-027,  2024-029,  2024-030,  2024-031,  
2024-032,  2024-033,  2024-035,  2024-036,  
2024-037,  2024-038,  2024-039,  2024-040,  
2024-041,  2024-042,  2024-043,  2024-044,  
2024-048,  2024-049,  2024-050,  2024-077

2025 SUMMARY OF NEW RESIDENTIAL UNITS *TO DATE*
Type Permits

Single Family Dwelling

Semi-Detached

Duplex

Town House/Row House
Apartment/Condo/Change of 
Use
** Includes 0 Rebuilds

2024 SUMMARY OF NEW RESIDENTIAL UNITS
Type Permits

Single Family Dwelling

Semi-Detached 2023-106,  2023-107

Duplex

Town House/Row House
Apartment/Condo/Change of 
Use
** Includes 0 Rebuilds
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STAFF REPORT TO COUNCIL  Report No. 59-2025 
 

Date: 9/2/2025 
 
From: Tim Fisher, Municipal Land Use Planer     
 
RE: Analysis of Bill 5: Protecting Ontario By Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 
____________________________________________________________________ 
 
 
Recommendation: 
 
For Information.  
 
 
Background: 

The Government of Ontario received Royal Assent on June 5, 2025 for Bill 5: Protecting 
Ontario by Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which substantial changed 
environmental planning policies, including replacing the Endangered Species Act with a 
new framework that reduces protections for at-risk species, and enabling the creation of 
Special Economic Zones that may override local planning authority and environmental 
oversight. 

 

This piece of legislation made changes to the Electricity Act, the Endangered Species 
Act, the Environmental Assessment Act, the Environmental Protection Act, the Mining 
Act, the Ontario Energy Board Act, the Ontario Heritage Act, Rebuilding Ontario Place 
Act, and the Species Conservation Act, and enacts the Special Economic Zones Act, 
2025, all in the name of kicking the province’s economy into high gear, nominally to 
counteract the trade war triggered by the US government’s imposition of tariffs. 

 

The intent of Bill 5 is to unleash and speed up Ontario’s economy by reducing 
restrictions on major projects and special areas through establishing Special Economic 
Zones. Projects in these zones could move faster as a result of simplified rules, faster, 
approvals, and one window access to services.  

 

The changes are receiving criticism from a variety of provincial agencies, municipalities, 
environmentalists, indigenous groups and many other groups and associations 
pertaining to land development rights, as the creation of the Special Economic Zones 
(SEZ) will remove the rights to consult with indigenous groups, remove all local rules 
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and regulations and need for Environmental Assessments and Archaeological 
Assessments, in order to speed up approval times.  

 

The Act will result in the following: 

i. Streamline and fast track approvals for Mining Projects; 

ii. Repealed the Endangered Species Act and replaced it with the Species 
Conservation Act, which provides the minister with the powers to decide what 
species are to be protected and in which areas, at their discretion and, relying on 
voluntary registry at the discretion of the industry to register their intent to harm 
or potentially kill species; 

iii. Exempts garbage dumps and mining projects from an Environmental 
Assessment. Some projects to be applied is the Eagles Nest Mine in the Ring of 
Fire, The Dresden Dump in Cadam Kent and the Highway 401 Tunnel Project; 

iv. Exempts infrastructure, health, long term care and housing projects from 
Archaeological Assessments; 

v. Slows the development of renewable energy as a result of restricting foreign 
made goods from participating in the Ontario electricity generation, such as using 
foreign components or devices. 

vi. Further it eliminates public participation requirements of the Ontario Place 
redevelopment project. 

vii. Create special economic zones that override provincial and local laws, which 
bypasses consultation and engagement with First Nations Governments. 

 

Local Municipal Review: 

During their regular meeting on June 3, 2025, Council of the Municipality of North 
Grenville adopted a resolution which outlines their concerns with the approval of Bill 5, 
(Exhibit A).  

 

A copy of their resolution was forwarded to: 

 The Minister of Energy and Mines; 

 The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing; 

 The Minister of Environment, Conservation and Parks; 

 The Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism; 
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 The Premier of Ontario; 

 The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); and, 

 All Ontario Municipalities.  

 

Impacts to the Town of Prescott: 

The new legislation will not appear to have any adverse impacts on the lands within the 
Town of Prescott. The creation of Special Economic Zones are established by the 
Government of Ontario and does not allow municipalities to create its owner specialty 
zones. 

 

The Town of Prescott is limited in future growth due to its size and availability of 
developable lands. The Bill may result in future changes which could present 
opportunities to create similar zones in our Official Plan for economic growth and 
intensification of uses through redevelopment of residential, commercial and industrial 
lands.  

 

Conclusion: 

It is the opinion of staff that the implementation of Bill 5 may result in impacts on 
agricultural lands, environmentally sensitive lands and other natural heritage features, 
source water protection and watersheds, local and endangered wildlife and its habitat and 
consultation with First Nations Governments. 

Staff is supportive of simplifying bureaucratic red tape and duplication of processes 
amongst multiple organizations however, such processes can be achieved without 
removing the rules and regulations set in place by other provincial agencies and 
municipalities and consult with stakeholders and interest groups including First Nations 
Governments, to achieve sustainable development with minimal impacts on Ontario’s 
unique ecosystem. 

If used correctly, Special Economic Zones could be used to address major provincial 
natural resource projects to overcome red tape and speed up processes without 
undermining public safety and the environment and ensure ‘good planning’ principles are 
applied during the development review and permitting processes. 

 
Options: 
Council could support the resolution of the Council of the Municipality of North Grenville 
and provide a resolution and letter of support to the same contacts listed in their 
resolution. 
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Council could also to provide their own resolution in response to Bill 5 and its changes 
which are specific to the Town of Prescott, however those changes impacting Prescott 
are minimal. 
 
Financial Implications:  

 
None.  
 
 
Attachments: 

Exhibit A North Grenville Letter, dated June 4, 2025 
Exhibit B Bill 5: Protecting Ontario By Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025 
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1ST SESSION, 44TH LEGISLATURE, ONTARIO 
3 CHARLES III, 2025 

 
 

 

Bill 5 

(Chapter 4 of the Statutes of Ontario, 2025) 
 

An Act to enact the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025,  
to amend the Endangered Species Act, 2007 and to replace it with the  

Species Conservation Act, 2025, and to amend various Acts and  
revoke various regulations in relation to development and to procurement 

The Hon. S. Lecce  
Minister of Energy and Mines 

 

 

 1st Reading April 17, 2025 

 2nd Reading May 6, 2025 

 3rd Reading June 4, 2025 

 Royal Assent June 5, 2025 
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EXPLANATORY NOTE 

This Explanatory Note was written as a reader’s aid to Bill 5 and does not form part of the law. 
Bill 5 has been enacted as Chapter 4 of the Statutes of Ontario, 2025. 

SCHEDULE 1 
ELECTRICITY ACT, 1998 

Various amendments are made to the Electricity Act, 1998. 
Subsection 25.32 (5) of the Act authorizes the issuance of directives requiring the IESO to undertake a request for proposal or 
other procurement initiative or activity relating to a specified matter respecting electricity. The section is amended to specify 
that any such directive may set out requirements or restrictions relating to the geographic origin of any good or service used in 
connection with the matter to which the directive relates or of any person or entity that is connected to the good or service in 
the specified manner. The section is also amended to provide that the IESO is not permitted to enter into a procurement contract 
that relates to specified matters respecting electricity in circumstances that may be prescribed by regulations made under the 
Act, including respecting the geographic origin of the applicable good or service or of any person or entity that is connected to 
the good or service in the specified manner. Finally, a new section 25.32.1 is added to provide that the IESO is not permitted 
to procure a good or service that relates to something other than one of the specified matters respecting electricity, if the good 
or service meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations respecting geographic origin. 
A new section 53.6.1 provides for restrictions respecting the procurement by Ontario Power Generation Inc., or by any of its 
subsidiaries that may be specified by the regulations, of a good or service that meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations 
respecting geographic origin. 
A new section 3.2 provides for the extinguishment of specified causes of action against the Crown, the IESO, Ontario Power 
Generation Inc. and other specified persons in connection with the amendments made to the Act, including for things done or 
not done in accordance with those amendments. It also provides for a bar on legal proceedings connected to those matters. 

SCHEDULE 2 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT, 2007 

Various amendments are made to the Endangered Species Act, 2007, including: 
 1. Amendments to the purpose of the Act. 
 2. Amendments to several definitions in subsection 2 (1), including a new definition of “habitat”. 
 3. Section 2.1 is added to the Act to enable the Minister to delegate powers and duties under the Act. 
 4. The following changes are made to section 7 so that making a regulation under that section is no longer mandatory but 

at the discretion of the Lieutenant Governor in Council: 
 i. The Lieutenant Governor in Council would be authorized to make a regulation listing species that are classified by 

COSSARO as extirpated species, endangered species, threatened species or special concern species. 
 ii. Such a regulation would not be required to list all of the species classified by COSSARO but, if a species is listed, 

the classification of the species must be the same as COSSARO’s classification. 
 iii. Requirements under the Act relating to a species that has been removed from the list cease to have effect. 
 5. The temporary suspension of protections upon initial listing of a species is removed. 
 6. Provisions regarding government response statements, management plans and agreements are repealed and transitional 

amendments are made throughout to refer to requirements that continue in respect of instruments that existed before the 
date of repeal. 

 7. Section 17 is re-enacted to remove the need for conditions to be satisfied before certain permits could be issued, remove 
reference to species conservation charges and make other changes. 

 8. Section 18, which authorizes persons to engage in prohibited activities set out in a regulation if the activity is regulated 
under another Act, is repealed. 

 9. Sections 20 and 30, which deal with hearings, are repealed and section 30 is replaced with provisions governing appeals 
of permits and orders. 

 10. Subsections 20.3 (7) to (9) are added to the Act to address the cessation of monies being paid into the Fund. 
 11. Section 20.19 is added to provide for the wind up of the Agency. 
 12. Section 22.1 is added to require persons to respond to reasonable inquiries related to determining if the person is in 

compliance with the Act or regulations. 
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 13. Changes are made to the inspection powers to remove a requirement for a warrant with respect to certain inspections. 
 14. Amendments are made to remove the ability of enforcement officers to issue stop orders and to authorize provincial 

officers to issue contravention orders and to authorize the Minister to issue mitigation orders. 
 15. The name of the Species at Risk in Ontario Stewardship Program is changed to the Species Conservation Program. 
 16. The authorization for the Minister to establish an advisory committee is removed. 
 17. Section 57, which sets out special requirements for certain regulations, is repealed. 
 18. Schedules 1 to 5 are repealed. 
 19. Various other administrative and consequential amendments. 

SCHEDULE 3 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ACT 

The Schedule amends the Environmental Assessment Act. 
The Act is amended to provide for the termination of the agreement entered into under section 3.0.1 of the Act concerning 
various enterprises or activities for or related to the proposed Eagle’s Nest multi-metal mine in Northern Ontario near McFaulds 
Lake. A related approval under the Act is also revoked. 
Part II.3 of the Act requires every proponent who wishes to proceed with a Part II.3 project to apply to the Minister for approval 
to do so. The Act is amended to provide that specified activities relating to the Chatham-Kent waste disposal site are exempt 
from Part II.3 of the Act. 

SCHEDULE 4 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 

The Schedule amends the Environmental Protection Act to revoke a document that was signed by the Minister under the Act 
for the purpose of establishing fees with respect to the Environmental Activity and Sector Registry. The Minister may refund 
such fees in circumstances where a registration has been removed from the Registry under the Act. 

SCHEDULE 5 
MINING ACT 

The Schedule makes multiple amendments to the Mining Act. Some of the more significant amendments are described below. 
Section 2 is amended so that the Act’s purpose of encouraging prospecting, registration of mining claims and exploration for 
the development of mineral resources must be to a degree that is consistent with the protection of Ontario’s economy. 
Section 4.1 is amended to allow the Minister to make an order suspending the operation of some or all functions of the mining 
lands administration system if doing so is desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply chain. The new 
section 26.1 allows the Minister to make the following orders if they are desirable for the protection of the strategic national 
mineral supply chain: an order that the account of a mining lands administration system user be suspended or restricted, an 
order prohibiting a person from registering as a user on the mining lands administration system, an order prohibiting a person 
from obtaining a prospector’s licence and an order terminating a prospector’s licence. 
Section 81 is amended to allow the Minister to deny the issuance of a lease if the Minister considers denying the lease desirable 
for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply chain. 
The new section 153.0.1 allows the Minister to establish a mine authorization and permitting delivery team for any project 
designated by the Minister. If the proponent provides the required information, the team shall prepare an integrated 
authorization and permitting plan that sets out steps for the application, review and decision-making processes for obtaining 
the permits and authorizations required for the project under this and any other Act. The team shall also co-ordinate with any 
other ministry to expedite the application, review and decision-making processes for the permits and authorizations specified 
in the integrated authorization and permitting plan. 
The new section 176.1 allows the Minister, subject to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, to cancel or revoke 
unpatented mining claims or a licence of occupation or terminate a lease of any mining lands or mining rights if the Minister 
considers doing so desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply chain. 
Finally, various causes of action connected to the amendments are extinguished. 

SCHEDULE 6 
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD ACT, 1998 

Various amendments are made to the Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998. 
A new section 43.1 provides for restrictions respecting the procurement of a good or service that meets the conditions prescribed 
by the regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin by, 
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 (a) gas transmitters, gas distributors or storage companies that may be specified by the regulations made under the Act; or 
 (b) gas transmitter, gas distributor or storage company subsidiaries that may be specified by the regulations. 
Similarly, a new section 73 provides for restrictions respecting the procurement of a good or service that meets the conditions 
prescribed by the regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin by, 
 (a) licence holders that may be specified by the regulations; or 
 (b) licence holder subsidiaries that may be specified by the regulations. 
A new section 134 provides for the extinguishment of specified causes of action against the Crown and other specified persons 
in connection with the amendments made to the Act, including for things done or not done in accordance with those 
amendments. It also provides for a bar on legal proceedings connected to those matters. 

SCHEDULE 7 
ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 

The Schedule amends the Ontario Heritage Act. The major elements are set out below. 
The amendments expand the inspection powers in section 51.2 of the Act so that inspections may also be done for the purpose 
of assessing whether any artifacts or archaeological sites are on any land, or land under water, in the Province. This kind of 
inspection may only be conducted on the order of the Minister. Any artifacts or archaeological sites that are found in the 
inspection, or that have been removed or altered, are to be reported to the Minister and to the person who owns the land. 
New section 61.1 is added to authorize the Minister to make assessment orders. Assessment orders direct that no person shall 
alter or remove an artifact or any other physical evidence of past human use or activity until a licensee under Part VI of the Act 
has completed archaeological fieldwork and reported that there is no further cultural heritage value or interest in the site. 
Currently, section 66 of the Act authorizes the Minister to direct that artifacts taken under the authority of a licence or a permit 
shall be deposited in a public institution to be held in trust for the people of Ontario and authorizes the seizure of those artifacts 
if they are taken by certain unauthorized persons. Section 66 is re-enacted to authorize the Minister to also direct the deposit of 
material in an archaeological collection. Seized artifacts and materials may, in addition to being deposited in a public institution, 
be deposited with an Indigenous community. The amendments also authorize persons who are directed to seize these artifacts 
to enter premises during business hours, but not dwellings. The Minister is further authorized to direct inspectors or 
investigators under the Act to seize artifacts or archaeological material in the course of an inspection or investigation and to 
direct the seizure of artifacts or material in an archaeological collection that were seized in an investigation and subsequently 
released after a conviction. 
New section 66.1 allows the Lieutenant Governor in Council to exempt property from any requirement in Part VI of the Act, 
or in related regulations, or exempt it from a requirement to conduct an archaeological assessment under provisions of any 
other Act or regulation, or instrument under any other Act, subject to certain exceptions. These exemptions may only be granted 
if the Lieutenant Governor in Council is of the opinion that the exemption could potentially advance specified provincial 
priorities. Under the new section 66.2, various causes of action connected to sections 66.1 and 66.2 are extinguished. 
New Part VI.1 is added to authorize investigations under the Act. The Minister is given the power to appoint investigators. 
Investigators may obtain a search warrant and conduct investigations for the purpose of investigating offences or potential 
offences committed under the Act. The investigators’ powers are set out. It also authorizes searches in exigent circumstances 
and mandatory production orders for documents or data that may provide evidence of an offence. 
Section 68.3 of the Act is expanded to specify that certain instruments, including regulations and orders made by the Lieutenant 
Governor in Council, do not entitle persons to compensation. 
New section 69.1 establishes a new two-year limitation period for the prosecution of offences under the Act. New section 69.2 
authorizes court orders to prevent, eliminate or ameliorate damage connected to the commission of an offence. 

SCHEDULE 8 
REBUILDING ONTARIO PLACE ACT, 2023 

The Schedule amends the Rebuilding Ontario Place Act, 2023 to provide that Part II of the Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 
does not apply to a proposal to issue, amend or revoke an instrument related to the Ontario Place Redevelopment Project or 
any enterprise or activity that furthers the Project. 

SCHEDULE 9 
SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES ACT, 2025 

The Schedule enacts the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025. 
The Lieutenant Governor in Council is authorized to make regulations designating special economic zones and the Minister is 
authorized to make regulations designating trusted proponents and projects. 
The Lieutenant Governor in Council is authorized to make regulations exempting a trusted proponent or designated project 
from requirements under an Act, regulation or other instrument under an Act, including by-laws of a municipality or local 
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board, as those requirements would apply in a special economic zone. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is also authorized 
to make regulations modifying the application of provisions of an Act, regulation or other instrument under an Act, including 
by-laws of a municipality or local board, as those provisions would apply with respect to a trusted proponent or designated 
project in a special economic zone. 
Certain causes of action are extinguished. 

SCHEDULE 10 
SPECIES CONSERVATION ACT, 2025 

The Schedule enacts the Species Conservation Act, 2025. It also repeals the Endangered Species Act, 2007. The following are 
some highlights of the Species Conservation Act, 2025: 
 1. The Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) is continued for the purposes of assessing and 

classifying species. Rules governing reporting by COSSARO and the classification of species are included. 
 2. The Lieutenant Governor in Council is authorized to make regulations listing species classified by COSSARO as 

extirpated, endangered or threatened. Certain migratory birds and aquatic species listed as extirpated, endangered or 
threatened under the Species at Risk Act (Canada) are excluded from the application of the Act, other than for the 
purposes of assessment and classification by COSSARO. 

 3. The Act prohibits engaging in activities likely to result in a species no longer living in the wild in Ontario. Additionally, 
engaging in specified activities without having a permit or registering the activity in the Registry is prohibited. 

 4. A registry known as the Species Conservation Registry is established. The Act includes provisions governing the 
suspension or removal of registrations and the filing of orders or notices in the Registry. 

 5. The process for applying for permits is established. The Minister is empowered to issue, amend, revoke and suspend 
permits. 

 6. The Act prohibits possession, sale or trade of species contrary to laws of other jurisdictions that protect extirpated, 
endangered or threatened species. 

 7. The Minister is authorized to establish codes of practice, standards or guidelines for the protection and conservation of 
species listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List or their habitat. 

 8. The Species Conservation Program is continued for the purposes of promoting conservation activities, including habitat 
preservation, public education and grants. 

 9. Transitional matters with respect to the Agency and the Species Conservation Account established under the Endangered 
Species Act, 2007 are provided for. 

Other provisions address matters including enforcement, appeals of permits and orders, offences and penalties, regulation-
making authority and the revocation of various regulations. 
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Bill 5 2025 

An Act to enact the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025,  
to amend the Endangered Species Act, 2007 and to replace it with the  

Species Conservation Act, 2025, and to amend various Acts and  
revoke various regulations in relation to development and to procurement 

CONTENTS 

Preamble  
1. Contents of this Act  
2. Commencement  
3. Short title  
Schedule 1 Electricity Act, 1998 
Schedule 2 Endangered Species Act, 2007 
Schedule 3 Environmental Assessment Act 
Schedule 4 Environmental Protection Act 
Schedule 5 Mining Act 
Schedule 6 Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 
Schedule 7 Ontario Heritage Act 
Schedule 8 Rebuilding Ontario Place Act, 2023 
Schedule 9 Special Economic Zones Act, 2025 
Schedule 10 Species Conservation Act, 2025 
 
Preamble 
The Government of Ontario is: 
Protecting Ontario from global economic uncertainty by unleashing our economy. 
Unlocking the potential of Ontario’s critical minerals by streamlining approval processes for mining and critical infrastructure 
projects to achieve outcomes that fuel our economy while also creating jobs and protecting the strategic national mineral supply 
chain – all for the benefit of the people of Ontario and Canada. 
Supporting the acceleration of provincial permitting and approvals for projects so Ontario can build mines and infrastructure 
faster, while ensuring environmental protections for future generations. 
Keeping our energy supply safe by limiting foreign participation in Ontario’s energy sector. 
Working to make Ontario the best place in the G7 to invest, create jobs and do business. 
Therefore, His Majesty, by and with the advice and consent of the Legislative Assembly of the Province of Ontario, enacts as 
follows: 
Contents of this Act 
1 This Act consists of this section, sections 2 and 3 and the Schedules to this Act. 
Commencement 
2 (1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, this Act comes into force on the day it receives Royal Assent. 
(2)  The Schedules to this Act come into force as provided in each Schedule. 
(3)  If a Schedule to this Act provides that any of its provisions are to come into force on a day to be named by order of 
the Lieutenant Governor in Council, an order may apply to one or more of those provisions, and orders may be issued 
at different times with respect to any of those provisions. 
Short title 
3 The short title of this Act is the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025. 
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SCHEDULE 1 
ELECTRICITY ACT, 1998 

1 The Electricity Act, 1998 is amended by adding the following section: 
Extinguishment of certain causes of action re procurement restrictions 
3.2  (1)  No cause of action arises against the Crown, any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, 
officer or agent of or adviser to the Crown, the IESO, or any current or former director, officer, employee or agent of or adviser 
to the IESO, as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment of the amendments made to this Act by Schedule 1 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy 

Act, 2025, or the amendment or repeal of any provision added to this Act by that Schedule; 
 (b) the issuance, amendment or revocation of any provision of a directive under subsection 25.32 (5) that includes a 

requirement described in subsection 25.32 (6.1); 
 (c) the making, amendment or revocation of any provision of a regulation for the purposes of subsection 25.32 (12) or 

section 25.32.1; or 
 (d) anything done or not done in accordance with the provisions added to this Act by Schedule 1 to the Protect Ontario by 

Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025, a directive referred to in clause (b) or a regulation referred to in clause (c). 
Same 
(2)  No cause of action arises against the Crown, any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, officer 
or agent of or adviser to the Crown, Ontario Power Generation Inc., or any current or former director, officer, employee or 
agent of or adviser to Ontario Power Generation Inc., as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment of the amendments made to this Act by Schedule 1 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy 

Act, 2025, or the amendment or repeal of any provision added to this Act by that Schedule; 
 (b) the making, amendment or revocation of any provision of a regulation for the purposes of section 53.6.1; or 
 (c) anything done or not done in accordance with the provisions added to this Act by Schedule 1 to the Protect Ontario by 

Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 or a regulation referred to in clause (b). 
No remedy 
(3)  No costs, compensation or damages, including for loss of revenue, profit or any other alleged loss, whether direct or 
indirect, are owing or payable to any person by a person referred to in subsection (1) or (2), and no remedy, including a remedy 
in contract, restitution or tort, a remedy for misfeasance, bad faith or a breach of trust or fiduciary obligation, any equitable 
remedy or any remedy under any statute, is available to any person against a person referred to in those subsections, in 
connection with anything referred to in those subsections. 
Proceedings barred 
(4)  No proceeding that is directly or indirectly based on or related to anything referred to in subsection (1) or (2) may be 
brought or maintained against any person referred to in that subsection. 
Same 
(5)  Subsections (3) and (4) do not apply with respect to an application for judicial review or a claim for constitutional remedy, 
but do apply with respect to any other court, administrative or arbitral proceeding claiming any remedy or relief, including 
specific performance, an injunction, declaratory relief or the enforcement of a judgment, order or award made outside Ontario. 
No costs awarded 
(6)  No costs shall be awarded against any person in respect of a proceeding that cannot be brought or maintained under 
subsection (4). 
No expropriation or injurious affection 
(7)  Nothing referred to in subsection (1) or (2) constitutes an expropriation or injurious affection for the purposes of the 
Expropriations Act or otherwise at law. 
Proceedings by Crown not prevented 
(8)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by the Crown. 
2 Section 25.32 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections: 
Directive may specify requirements, restrictions re origin 
(6.1)  Without limiting the generality of subsection (5), a directive issued under that subsection may specify requirements or 
restrictions relating to the country, region or territory of origin, as determined in the directive, of,  
 (a) any good or service used in connection with the matter listed in subsection (2) to which the directive relates; or 
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 (b) any person or entity that is, or that beneficially owns or controls, a potential participant in the request for proposal, other 
form of procurement solicitation or other initiative or activity to which the directive relates. 

.     .     .     .     . 
Prescribed restrictions 
(12)  The IESO shall not enter into a procurement contract respecting a matter listed in subsection (2) in the circumstances 
prescribed by the regulations, which may, without limitation, include circumstances relating to the country, region or territory 
of origin, as determined in the regulations, of,  
 (a) any good or service used in connection with the matter listed in subsection (2) to which the regulation relates; or 
 (b) any person or entity that is, or that beneficially owns or controls, a potential party to a procurement contract respecting 

the matter listed in subsection (2) to which the regulation relates. 
Application 
(13)  Subsection (12) applies with respect to a procurement only if, on the day a regulation made for the purposes of that 
subsection begins to apply, 
 (a) the final version of the request for proposal or any other document that would give rise to the procurement has not yet 

been issued, in the case of a competitive procurement; or 
 (b) in the case of a procurement that is not a competitive procurement, the parties have not entered into a final contract in 

respect of the procurement. 
Conflict with directive 
(14)  In the event of a conflict, a regulation made for the purposes of subsection (12) prevails over a directive issued under 
subsection (5) to the extent of the conflict. 
Non-application, Discriminatory Business Practices Act 
(15)  The Discriminatory Business Practices Act does not apply to anything done or not done in accordance with a directive 
issued under subsection (5) that includes a requirement described in subsection 25.32 (6.1) or with a regulation made for the 
purposes of subsection (12). 
Determination of country, region or territory of origin 
(16)  For the purposes of subsections (6.1) and (12),  
 (a) country, region or territory of origin of a person or entity may be determined by reference to any relevant factor including, 

as applicable, 
 (i) where a person is ordinarily resident, 
 (ii) where a head office or other office is located, 
 (iii) jurisdiction of incorporation, 
 (iv) the number or proportion of employees of the person or entity that are located in a country, region or territory, 
 (v) the jurisdiction of the laws to which the person or entity is subject, or 
 (vi) where the person or entity’s business activities, as they relate to the matter listed in subsection (2), are carried on; 

and 
 (b) a directive or regulation may set out, for its own purposes, how beneficial ownership or control is to be determined. 
3 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Other procurements 
25.32.1  (1)  The IESO shall not procure a good or service respecting a matter that is not listed in subsection 25.32 (2) if the 
good or service meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations respecting,  
 (a) its country, region or territory of origin, as determined in the regulations; or 
 (b) the country, region or territory of origin of the person or entity that is, or that beneficially owns or controls, a supplier 

of the good or service, as determined in the regulations. 
Same 
(2)  For the purposes of clause (1) (b),  
 (a) country, region or territory of origin of a person or entity may be determined by reference to any relevant factor including, 

as applicable, 
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 (i) where a person is ordinarily resident, 
 (ii) where a head office or other office is located, 
 (iii) jurisdiction of incorporation, 
 (iv) the number or proportion of employees of the person or entity that are located in a country, region or territory, 
 (v) the jurisdiction of the laws to which the person or entity is subject, or 
 (vi) where the person or entity’s business activities, as they relate to the provision of the good or service, are carried 

on; and 
 (b) a regulation may set out, for its own purposes, how beneficial ownership or control is to be determined. 
Application 
(3)  Subsection (1) applies with respect to a procurement only if, on the day a regulation made for the purposes of that subsection 
begins to apply, 
 (a) the final version of the request for proposal or any other document that would give rise to the procurement has not yet 

been issued, in the case of a competitive procurement; or 
 (b) in the case of a procurement that is not a competitive procurement, the parties have not entered into a final contract in 

respect of the procurement. 
Non-application, Discriminatory Business Practices Act 
(4)  The Discriminatory Business Practices Act does not apply to anything done or not done in accordance with a regulation 
made for the purposes of subsection (1). 
4 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Procurement restrictions 
53.6.1  (1)  Ontario Power Generation Inc. shall not procure a good or service that meets the conditions prescribed by the 
regulations respecting,  
 (a) its country, region or territory of origin, as determined in the regulations; or 
 (b) the country, region or territory of origin of the person or entity that is, or that beneficially owns or controls, a supplier 

of the good or service, as determined in the regulations. 
Same, subsidiaries 
(2)  Any subsidiary of Ontario Power Generation Inc. that is prescribed by the regulations shall not procure a good or service 
that meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations respecting, 
 (a) its country, region or territory of origin, as determined in the regulations; or 
 (b) the country, region or territory of origin of the person or entity that is, or that beneficially owns or controls, a supplier 

of the good or service, as determined in the regulations. 
Origin 
(3)  For the purposes of subsections (1) and (2), 
 (a) country, region or territory of origin of a person or entity may be determined by reference to any relevant factor including, 

as applicable, 
 (i) where a person is ordinarily resident, 
 (ii) where a head office or other office is located, 
 (iii) jurisdiction of incorporation, 
 (iv) the number or proportion of employees of the person or entity that are located in a country, region or territory, 
 (v) the jurisdiction of the laws to which the person or entity is subject, or 
 (vi) where the person or entity’s business activities, as they relate to the provision of the good or service, are carried 

on; and 
 (b) a regulation may set out, for its own purposes, how beneficial ownership or control is to be determined. 
Application 
(4)  Subsection (1) or (2) applies with respect to a procurement only if, on the day a regulation made for the purposes of that 
subsection begins to apply, 
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 (a) the final version of the request for proposal or any other document that would give rise to the procurement has not yet 
been issued, in the case of a competitive procurement; or 

 (b) in the case of a procurement that is not a competitive procurement, the parties have not entered into a final contract in 
respect of the procurement. 

Non-application, Discriminatory Business Practices Act 
(5)  The Discriminatory Business Practices Act does not apply to anything done or not done in accordance with a regulation 
made for the purposes of subsection (1) or (2). 
Commencement 
5 This Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal 
Assent. 
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SCHEDULE 2 
ENDANGERED SPECIES ACT, 2007 

1 (1)  The English version of paragraph 1 of section 1 of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 is amended by striking out 
“aboriginal” and substituting “Indigenous”. 
(2)  Paragraphs 2 and 3 of section 1 of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
 2. To provide for the protection and conservation of species at risk while taking into account social and economic 

considerations including the need for sustainable economic growth in Ontario. 
2 (1)  The definition of “aboriginal person” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed. 
(2)  The definition of “enforcement officer” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed. 
(3)  The definition of “habitat” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
“habitat” means, subject to subsection (3), 
 (a) in respect of an animal species, 
 (i) a dwelling-place, such as a den, nest or other similar place, that is occupied or habitually occupied by one or more 

members of a species for the purposes of breeding, rearing, staging, wintering or hibernating, and 
 (ii) the area immediately around a dwelling place described in subclause (i) that is essential for the purposes set out in 

that subclause. 
 (b) in respect of a vascular plant species, the critical root zone surrounding a member of the species, and 
 (c) in respect of all other species, an area on which any member of a species directly depends in order to carry on its life 

processes; (“habitat”) 
(4)  The definition of “officer in charge” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed. 
(5)  The definition of “person” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed. 
(6)  Subsection 2 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following definition: 
“provincial officer” means a person who is designated by the Minister as a provincial officer for the purposes of this Act and 

the regulations; (“agent provincial”) 
(7)  The definition of “recovery strategy” in subsection 2 (1) of the Act is repealed. 
(8)  Subsection 2 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following definitions: 
“transition date” means the day Schedule 2 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 comes into force; 

(“date de transition”) 
“Tribunal” means the Ontario Land Tribunal; (“Tribunal”) 
(9)  Subsection 2 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “clause (b) of”. 
(10)  Subsection 2 (3) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Same, old definition continued 
(3)  A reference to “habitat” in any of the following provisions is deemed to be a reference to the definition of “habitat” under 
subsection (1) as it read immediately before the transition date: 
 1. Any provision of an authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) before the transition date. 
 2. Any provision of an agreement entered into under section 16 before the transition date. 
 3. Any provision of a permit issued under section 17 or subsection 19 (3) before the transition date. 
 4. Any provision of an order made under section 27, 27.1, 28 or 41 before the transition date. 
 5. Any provision of this Act in respect of an instrument mentioned in paragraphs 1 to 4, and any amendment made to such 

an instrument, whether the amendment was made before or after the transition date. 
 6. Any provision of this Act as it applies to a person who was granted an authorization mentioned in paragraph 1, who 

entered into an agreement mentioned in paragraph 2, who was issued a permit mentioned in paragraph 3 or in respect of 
whom an order mentioned in paragraph 4 was made. 

 7. Any provision in a regulation made under clause 55 (1) (c) as it applies to a person if it applied to the person before the 
transition date. 

 8. In respect of Black Ash, any provision of this Act, the regulations or a permit issued under this Act. 
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Same 
(4)  For greater certainty, the definition of “habitat” continued under subsection (3) includes any area prescribed for the purpose 
of clause (a) of that definition in a regulation made under subsection 56 (1) (a) before the transition date. 
3 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Delegation of powers and duties 
2.1  (1)  The Minister may authorize the Deputy Minister or any other employee in the Ministry to exercise any power or 
perform any duty that is granted to or vested in the Minister under this Act. 
Limitations 
(2)  The Minister may limit an authorization made under subsection (1) in such manner as the Minister considers advisable. 
4 (1)  Subsections 3 (2) and (3) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
Composition 
(2)  COSSARO shall be composed of at least 10 members who shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council on 
the recommendation of the Minister. 
Chair and vice chair 
(3)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate a chair and a vice-chair from among the members of COSSARO. 
(2)  The English version of clause 3 (4) (b) of the Act is amended by striking out “aboriginal” and substituting 
“Indigenous”. 
(3)  Clause 3 (6) (a) of the Act is amended by striking out “subsection 4 (10)” and substituting “subsection 1 (1)”. 
5 (1)  Paragraph 1 of subsection 4 (1) of the Act is amended by adding “as extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened 
or of special concern” at the end. 
(2)  Clause 4 (2) (a) of the Act is amended by striking out “has been” at the beginning and substituting “is”. 
6 (1)  Subsection 5 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “shall be deemed to apply” and substituting “applies”. 
(2)  The English version of subsection 5 (3) of the Act is amended by striking out “aboriginal” and substituting 
“Indigenous”. 
7 (1)  Subsection 6 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Annual report 
(1)  Between January 1 and January 31 of each year, COSSARO shall submit an annual report to the Minister that sets out, 
 (a) the common name and scientific name of each species that COSSARO has classified since its last annual report as 

extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened or of special concern; and 
 (b) the classification of each species described in clause (a) and the reasons for the classification. 
(2)  Section 6 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsection: 
Time limit 
(4)  The Minister shall ensure that a COSSARO report received under this section is made available to the public under section 
51 not later than 90 days following receipt of the report by the Minister. 
8 Section 7 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Species at Risk in Ontario List 
7 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make a regulation listing species that are classified by COSSARO as extirpated 
species, endangered species, threatened species or special concern species. 
Deviation from COSSARO classification 
(2)  For greater certainty, a regulation made under subsection (1) is not required to list all of the species classified by COSSARO 
but, if a species is listed, the classification of the species shall be the same as COSSARO’s classification and shall include any 
geographic limitation indicated by COSSARO in respect of the species under subsection 5 (2). 
Effect of removal or down-listing 
(3)  A requirement or condition, in respect of a species, that is set out in a regulation or an instrument listed in subsection (4) 
ceases to have effect, 
 (a) if the Lieutenant Governor in Council amends or revokes a regulation made under subsection (1) so as to remove the 

species from the list of species in the regulation, on the day the species is removed; or 

Page 53 of 114



 8 

 (b) if the Lieutenant Governor in Council amends or revokes a regulation made under subsection (1) so as to change the 
classification of the species in the regulation from an extirpated species, endangered species or threatened species to a 
special concern species, on the day the species is reclassified. 

Same 
(4)  The following are the instruments mentioned in subsection (3): 
 1. An authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
 2. An agreement entered into under section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 3. A permit issued under section 17. 
 4. A permit issued under subsection 19 (3) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
 5. An order made under section 26.1, 27, 27.1, 28 or 41. 
Contents of regulation 
(5)  A regulation made under subsection (1) shall contain the following information for each species: 
 1. The common name and scientific name of the species. 
 2. COSSARO’s classification of the species as an extirpated species, endangered species, threatened species or special 

concern species. 
 3. If the classification applies only to a specified geographic area, the area. 
Notice of proposal, Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 
(6)  For greater certainty, if a regulation is proposed to be made under subsection (1), the brief description required in respect 
of a notice of proposal under section 16 of the Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 in respect of the regulation shall include each 
species that is proposed to be listed in the regulation. 
9 (1)  Subsections 8 (4) to (4.2) of the Act are repealed. 
(2)  The English version of subsection 8 (5) of the Act is amended by striking out “he or she” and substituting “the 
Minister”. 
10 Section 8.1 of the Act is repealed. 
11 (1)  Paragraphs 1 to 3 of subsection 8.2 (1) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
 1. A person engaged in an activity under an agreement that was entered into under section 16 before the transition date. 
 2. A person engaged in an activity under a permit that was issued under section 17 before the species is so listed. 
 3. A person engaged in an activity under a permit that was issued under subsection 19 (3) before the transition date. 
(2)  Subsection 8.2 (2) of the Act is repealed. 
(3)  Subsection 8.2 (3) of the Act is amended by striking out “Subsections (1) and (2) authorize” at the beginning of the 
portion before paragraph 1 and substituting “Subsection (1) authorizes”. 
(4)  Subsection 8.2 (4) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
First time listing 
(4)  For greater certainty, a reference in this section to a species being listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an 
endangered or threatened species for the first time is a reference to a species being so listed in circumstances where the species 
has not been previously listed as either an endangered species or a threatened species. 
Same 
(5)  A reference described in subsection (4) does not include a species if, before the listing, the species, or some members of 
the species, were classified, 
 (a) under a different common or scientific name that appeared on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as belonging to an 

endangered or threatened species; or 
 (b) as an extinct species or an extirpated species. 
12 (1)  Clause 9 (1) (a) of the Act is amended by striking out “harm, harass” and substituting “harm”. 
(2)  Subsections 9 (1.1) and (1.4) of the Act are repealed. 
(3)  Subsections 9 (5) and (5.1) of the Act are repealed. 
13 Subsection 10 (3) of the Act is repealed. 
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14 Sections 11 to 16.1 of the Act are repealed. 
15 Section 17 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Permits 
17 (1)  After considering an application for a permit, the Minister may issue a permit to a person that, with respect to a species 
specified in the permit that is listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated, endangered or threatened species, 
authorizes the person to engage in an activity specified in the permit that would otherwise be prohibited by section 9 or 10. 
Additional powers 
(2)  If the Minister decides not to issue a permit under subsection (1), after considering an application for a permit, the Minister 
may, 
 (a) refuse to issue the permit; 
 (b) amend an existing permit that is in effect and impose, amend or revoke the conditions or expand the scope of the permit; 
 (c) revoke the permit in whole or in part, with or without issuing a new permit; or 
 (d) suspend a permit in whole or in part. 
Conditions 
(3)  A permit issued under this section shall contain any requirements prescribed by the regulations and may contain such other 
conditions as the Minister considers appropriate. 
Same 
(4)  Without limiting the generality of subsection (3), conditions in a permit may, 
 (a) limit the time during which the permit applies; 
 (b) limit the circumstances in which the permit applies; 
 (c) require the holder of the permit to take steps specified in the permit, including steps that maybe be required to be taken 

before engaging in the activity authorized by the permit; 
 (d) require the holder of the permit to provide security in an amount or in a form sufficient to ensure compliance with the 

permit; 
 (e) require the holder of the permit to take steps to ensure that the activity authorized by the permit, and the effects of the 

activity, are monitored in accordance with the permit; 
 (f) require the holder of the permit to rehabilitate or restore habitat damaged or destroyed by the activity authorized by the 

permit, or to provide alternative habitat for the species specified in the permit; or 
 (g) require the holder of the permit to submit information and reports to the Minister. 
Minister may require information 
(5)  The Minister may require a person who applies for a permit to submit any data, reports, documents or other information 
and to carry out and report on any tests or experiments relating to any activity in respect of which the application is made. 
Minister may require consultation 
(6)  The Minister may require a person who applies for a permit to consult with the persons or entities specified by the Minister, 
in a manner specified by the Minister, before the Minister makes a decision in respect of the application. 
Exercise of powers on Minister’s initiative 
(7)  The Minister may, on the Minister’s own initiative, 
 (a) amend or revoke conditions of a permit after it has been issued; 
 (b) impose new conditions in a permit; or 
 (c) suspend or revoke all or part of a permit. 
Consideration of applications 
(8)  The Minister is not required to consider an application for a permit that has not been prepared and submitted in accordance 
with this section. 
Non-application of prohibitions 
(9)  Subject to subsection (10), subsections 9 (1) and 10 (1) do not apply to the holder of a permit issued under subsection (1) 
of this section with respect to the species and activity specified in the permit. 
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Same 
(10)  A permit may specify that one or more of the prohibitions in subsections 9 (1) and 10 (1) continue to apply to the holder 
of the permit. 
Compliance 
(11)  A person who holds a permit under this section shall comply with the conditions of the permit. 
Same 
(12)  For greater certainty, subsection (9) applies even if a person fails to comply with a condition of a permit. 
16 Sections 18 to 20 of the Act are repealed. 
17 (1)  Paragraphs 1 to 5 of subsection 20.3 (1) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
 1. A person who is required to do so under a permit issued under section 17 before the transition date. 
 2. A person who is required to do so under a permit issued under subsection 19 (3), before the transition date. 
 3. A person who is exempted from all or some of the prohibitions in subsection 9 (1) or 10 (1) by the regulations made 

under clause 55 (1) (c) and is required to pay the charge as a condition of the exemption set out in the regulations no 
later than 30 days after the transition date. 

(2)  Subsection 20.3 (5) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Payment of charge 
(5)  A species conservation charge shall be paid to the Agency at the time and in the manner that may be set by the regulations. 
(3)  Section 20.3 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections: 
Cessation of all payments to Fund 
(7)  Despite anything in this Act or the regulations, the Agency shall not accept any payment of monies described subsection 
20.2 (1) on or after the transition date. 
Same 
(8)  Subsection (7) does not apply in respect of monies described in paragraph 1 of subsection 20.2 (1) if the monies are required 
to be paid on a day that is no later than 30 days after the transition date. 
No option to pay charge as condition of exemption 
(9)  Despite anything in this Act or the regulations, if a condition of an exemption set out in a regulation made under clause 55 
(1) (c) relates to the payment of a species conservation charge, the exemption does not apply to a person who has not paid the 
charge within 30 days after the transition date. 
18 (1)  Subsection 20.7 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “under section 12.1” and substituting “under section 
12.1 as that section read immediately before the transition date” in the portion before clause (a). 
(2)  The English version of clause 20.7 (3) (c) of the Act is amended by striking out “aboriginal” and substituting 
“Indigenous”. 
19 The English version of subsection 20.18 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “his or her” and substituting “their”. 
20 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Winding up the Agency 
20.19  (1)  The Minister may, by order, require the board of directors to wind up the affairs of the Agency. 
Preparation of plan 
(2)  If the Minister makes an order under subsection (1), the board of directors shall prepare a proposed plan for winding up 
the Agency and transferring its assets, liabilities, rights and obligations and shall give the proposed plan to the Minister for 
approval. 
Restriction 
(3)  The plan for winding up the Agency shall provide for transferring assets, liabilities, rights and obligations to the Crown in 
right of Ontario. 
Implementation 
(4)  If the Minister approves the proposed plan, the board shall wind up the affairs of the Agency and transfer its assets, 
liabilities, rights and obligations, including transferring the proceeds from the liquidation of assets, in accordance with the plan. 
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Species Conservation Account 
(5)  An account shall be established in the Public Accounts to be known as the Species Conservation Account in English and 
compte pour la conservation des espèces in French in which shall be recorded an amount equal to the balance in the Fund that 
is transferred to the Crown in right of Ontario in accordance with the plan for winding up the Agency. 
Amount deemed to be paid to Ontario 
(6)  For the purposes of subsection (5), an amount equal to the balance in the Fund that is transferred to the Crown in right of 
Ontario in accordance with the plan for winding up the Agency is deemed to be paid to Ontario. 
Payment out of the account 
(7)  Amounts not exceeding the balance in the account may be charged to the Species Conservation Account and paid out of 
the Consolidated Revenue Fund for the purpose of funding activities that further the purposes of this Act. 
Notice 
(8)  The board shall notify the Minister in writing when it has finished complying with subsection (4). 
Dissolution 
(9)  After the Minister receives the notice under subsection (8), the Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, dissolve the 
Agency. 
21 Section 21 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Provincial officers 
21 The Minister may designate persons or classes of persons as provincial officers, in respect of any provision of this Act or 
the regulations set out in the designation. 
22 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Power to require response to inquiries 
22.1  (1)  For the purposes of determining if a person is in compliance with this Act or the regulations, a provincial officer may, 
at any reasonable time and with any reasonable assistance, require the person, or any person employed by or providing services 
to the person, to respond to reasonable inquiries. 
Same 
(2)  For the purposes of subsection (1), a provincial officer may make inquiries by any means of communication. 
Production of document 
(3)  In requiring a person to respond to an inquiry under subsection (1), a provincial officer may require the production of any 
document or data, in any form, required to be kept under this Act and of any other document or data, in any form, related to the 
purpose of the inquiry. 
Records in electronic form 
(4)  If a record is retained in electronic form, a provincial officer may require that a copy of it be provided on paper or 
electronically, or both. 
23 (1)  Subsections 23 (1) to (3) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
Inspections to determine compliance 
(1)  A provincial officer may enter and inspect any land or other place without a warrant for the purpose of determining whether 
there is compliance with any of the following provisions: 
 1. Subsection 8.2 (3), section 9 or 10, subsection 26 (5) or section 35 or 49. 
 2. Any provision of an authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) as that subsection read immediately before the 

transition date. 
 3. Any provision of an agreement entered into under section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 4. Any provision of a permit issued under section 17. 
 5. Any provision of a permit issued under subsection 19 (3) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
 6. Any provision of an order made under section 26.1, 27, 27.1, 28 or 41. 
 7. Any provision of the regulations. 
(2)  Subsection 23 (4) of the Act is amended by striking out “Subsections (1), (2) and (3) do” at the beginning and 
substituting “Subsection (1) does”. 
(3)  Clause 23 (5) (a) of the Act is amended by striking out “subsection (3)” and substituting “subsection (1)”at the end. 
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(4)  Subsection 23 (6) of the Act is amended by striking out “(1) or”. 
(5)  Subsection 23 (7) of the Act is amended by striking out “(1) or”. 
24 (1)  Subsection 24 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Inspection of vehicles, boats, aircraft 
(1)  A provincial officer may stop a vehicle, boat or aircraft if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that stopping the 
vehicle, boat or aircraft would assist in determining whether there is compliance with any of the following provisions: 
 1. Subsection 8.2 (3), section 9 or 10, subsection 26 (5) or section 35 or 49. 
 2. Any provision of an authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) as that subsection read immediately before the 

transition date. 
 3. Any provision of an agreement entered into under section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 4. Any provision of a permit issued under section 17. 
 5. Any provision of a permit issued under subsection 19 (3) as that subsections read immediately before the transition date. 
 6. Any provision of an order made under section 26.1, 27, 27.1, 28 or 41. 
 7. Any provision of the regulations. 
(2)  The English version of subsection 24 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “enforcement officer’s” and 
substituting “provincial officer’s”. 
25 The English version of section 26 of the Act is amended by striking out “he or she” wherever it appears and 
substituting in each case “the officer”. 
26 The Act amended by adding the following section: 
Contravention order 
26.1  (1)  A provincial officer may make an order requiring a person to take one or more of the actions set out in subsection (2) 
within the time and in the manner specified in the order if the provincial officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the 
person is engaging in an activity, has engaged in an activity or may engage in an activity and, as a result, is contravening, has 
contravened or may contravene any of the following provisions: 
 1. Any provision of the Act or regulations. 
 2. Any provision of an authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) as that subsection read immediately before the 

transition date. 
 3. Any provision of an agreement entered into under section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 4. Any provision of a permit issued under section 17. 
 5. Any provision of a permit issued under subsection 19 (3) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
 6. Any provision of an order made under section 26.1, 27, 27.1, 28 or 41. 
 7. Any provision of the regulations. 
Contents 
(2)  The following are the actions mentioned in subsection (1): 
 1. Stop engaging in or not engage in the activity. 
 2. Take steps to prevent, mitigate, address or avoid any adverse effect of the activity on the species specified in the order. 
 3. Take steps to rehabilitate or restore any area damaged or destroyed by the activity or to provide for alternative habitat. 
 4. Engage contractors or consultants satisfactory to the provincial officer to prepare a plan or carry out requirements. 
 5. Secure, by means of locks, gates, fences, security guards or other means any land, place, thing or species specified in 

the order. 
 6. Obtain, construct, install or modify the things, devices, equipment or facilities specified in the order at the locations and 

in the manner specified in the order. 
 7. Sample, test, measure, monitor or report in respect of a species specified in the order or its habitat, including describing 

the presence or status of the species or its habitat. 
 8. Take all steps necessary to achieve compliance with the provision. 
 9. Prevent the commission, continuation or repetition of the contravention. 
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 10. Pay a species conservation charge that the person is otherwise required to pay under this Act to the Agency in accordance 
with section 20.3. 

Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
 (a) specify the provision that the provincial officer believes is being, has been or may be contravened; 
 (b) identify the species or habitat that the order relates to; 
 (c) briefly describe the nature of the potential contravention and its location; and 
 (d) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with section 30. 
27 Section 27 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Mitigation order 
27 (1)  The Minister may issue an order described in subsection (2) to a person who is authorized under the following provisions 
to carry out an activity that would otherwise be prohibited by section 9 or 10 in respect of a species or to a person who is exempt 
from those prohibitions under a regulation in respect of a species: 
 1. Section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 2. Section 17. 
 3. Subsection 19 (3) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
Contents 
(2)  The order shall require a person mentioned in subsection (1) to take one or more of the following actions within the time 
and in the manner specified in the order if the Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that the actions are necessary or 
advisable to mitigate any potential adverse effect on the species or its habitat resulting from the activity: 
 1. Engage contractors or consultants satisfactory to the Minister or a provincial officer to prepare a plan or carry out 

requirements. 
 2. Secure, by means of locks, gates, fences, security guards or other means any land, place, thing or species specified in 

the order. 
 3. Obtain, construct, install or modify the things, devices, equipment or facilities specified in the order at the locations and 

in the manner specified in the order. 
 4. Sample, test, measure, monitor or report in respect of a species specified in the order or its habitat, including describing 

the presence or status of the species or its habitat. 
 5. Prevent, mitigate, address or avoid any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its habitat, including action 

to rehabilitate or restore any habitat damaged or destroyed or to provide for alternative habitat. 
 6. Study, monitor or report on any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its habitat or the effectiveness of 

any of the requirements in the order to prevent, mitigate or remedy any adverse effect. 
 7. Any other action specified in the order necessary to mitigate any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its 

habitat. 
Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
 (a) identify the species or habitat that the order relates to; 
 (b) briefly describe the reasons for the order and the circumstances on which the reasons are based, including the nature of 

the activity and the effect of the activity on the species or its habitat; and 
 (c) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with section 30. 
28 (1)  Subsection 27.1 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Species Protection Order 
(1)  The Minister may make an order described in subsection (2) if the Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that a person 
is engaging in or is about to engage in an activity that has or is about to have a significant adverse effect on a species and either 
of the following criteria are satisfied: 
 1. The species is listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an endangered or threatened species, a regulation under 

clause 55 (1) (c) provides that one or more of the prohibitions in subsection 9 (1) do not apply with respect to the species 
and, as a result of the regulation, section 9 will not prevent the person from engaging in the activity. 
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 2. The species is not listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated, endangered or threatened species and the 
Minister has received a report from COSSARO classifying or reclassifying the species as an extirpated, endangered or 
threatened species. 

(2)  Paragraph 3 of subsection 27.1 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “take steps set out in the order” and 
substituting “take steps set out in the order within the time and in the manner specified in the order”. 
29 (1)  Subsection 28 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Habitat protection order 
(1)  The Minister may make an order described in subsection (2) if the Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that a person 
is engaging in or is about to engage in an activity that is destroying or seriously damaging or is about to destroy or seriously 
damage any of the following: 
 1. The habitat for a species and any of the following criteria are satisfied: 
 i. The species is listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated species and no regulation is in force that 

prescribes the species for the purpose of clause 10 (1) (b). 
 ii. The species is not listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an extirpated, endangered or threatened species 

and the Minister has received a report from COSSARO classifying or reclassifying the species as an extirpated, 
endangered or threatened species. 

 iii. The species is listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List as an endangered or threatened species, a regulation 
under clause 55 (1) (c) provides that one or more of the prohibitions in subsection 10 (1) do not apply with respect 
to the species and, as a result of the regulation, section 10 will not prevent the person from engaging in the activity. 

 2. An area that does not meet the definition of “habitat” in subsection 2 (1) but is an area on which a member of a species 
listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List directly depends in order to carry on its life processes. 

 3. An area that would otherwise be habitat for a member of a species listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List but for a 
regulation made under clause 55 (1) (b) that limits the definition of “habitat” in respect of the species. 

(2)  Paragraph 3 of subsection 28 (2) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
 3. An order directing the person to take steps set out in the order within the time and in the manner specified in the order 

to rehabilitate or restore any area damaged or destroyed by the activity or to provide for alternative habitat. 
(3)  Clause 28 (3) (a) of the Act is amended by striking out “the species” and substituting “the species and the habitat”. 
30 (1)  Subsection 29 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Service of order 
(1)  An order under section 26.1, 27, 27.1 or 28 shall be served, 
 (a) personally; 
 (b) by mail addressed to the person against whom the order is made at the person’s last known address; or 
 (c) in accordance with the regulations, if any. 
(2)  Subsection 29 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “registered”. 
(3)  Subsection 29 (3) of the Act is amended by striking out “section 27” and substituting “section 26.1, 27”. 
31 Section 30 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 

APPEALS 
Appeal of permit or order 
30 (1)  A person may require a hearing by the Tribunal if, 
 (a) the Minister issues or refuses to issue a permit to the person or amends or revokes such a permit; or 
 (b) the Minister or a provincial officer issues an order to the person or amends such an order. 
Same 
(2)  The person may require the hearing by written notice served on the Minister or provincial officer, as applicable, and on the 
Tribunal, within 15 days after the action in respect of the permit is taken or the person is served with the order. 
Failure or refusal to issue, etc. 
(3)  Failure or refusal to make, amend or revoke an order is not itself an order. 
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Extension of time for requiring hearing 
30.1  The Tribunal shall extend the time in which a person may give a notice under section 30 requiring a hearing on a permit 
or an order if, in the Tribunal’s opinion, it is just to do so because the person establishes that they, acting in good faith, did not 
receive notice of the permit or order or received it on a later date because of a reason beyond the person’s control, including 
absence, accident, disability or illness. 
Contents of notice requiring hearing 
30.2  (1)  An applicant for a hearing by the Tribunal shall state in the notice requiring the hearing, 
 (a) the portions of the permit or order in respect of which the hearing is required; and 
 (b) the grounds on which the applicant intends to rely at the hearing. 
Effect of contents of notice 
(2)  Except with leave of the Tribunal, at a hearing by the Tribunal, an applicant is not entitled to appeal a portion of the permit 
or order, or to rely on a ground, that is not stated in the applicant’s notice requiring the hearing. 
Leave by Tribunal 
(3)  The Tribunal may grant the leave referred to in subsection (2) if the Tribunal is of the opinion that to do so is proper in the 
circumstances, and it may give such directions as it considers proper consequent on the granting of the leave. 
No stay on appeal 
30.3  (1)  The commencement of a proceeding before the Tribunal does not stay the operation of the portions of a permit or an 
order under appeal unless the Tribunal orders otherwise. 
Tribunal may grant stay 
(2)  The Tribunal may, on the application of a party to a proceeding before it, stay the operation of the portions of a permit or 
an order described in subsection (1). 
Right to apply to remove stay: new circumstances 
(3)  A party to a proceeding may apply for the removal of a stay that was granted under subsection (2) if relevant circumstances 
have changed or have become known to the party since the stay was granted, and the Tribunal may grant the application. 
Right to apply to remove stay: new party 
(4)  A person who is made a party to a proceeding after a stay is granted under subsection (2) may, at the time the person is 
made a party, apply for the removal of the stay, and the Tribunal may grant the application. 
Parties 
30.4  The following persons are parties to the proceeding: 
 1. The person requiring the hearing. 
 2. The provincial officer, if the officer issued the order being appealed. 
 3. The Minister, if the Minister issued the permit or order being appealed. 
 4. Any other person specified by the Tribunal. 
Powers of Tribunal 
30.5  A hearing by the Tribunal shall be a new hearing and the Tribunal may confirm, amend or revoke the action of the Minister 
or the provincial officer that is the subject matter of the hearing and, for such purposes, the Tribunal may substitute its opinion 
for that of the Minister or provincial officer, as applicable. 
Appeals from Tribunal 
30.6  (1)  Any party to a hearing before the Tribunal under this Act may appeal from its decision on a question of law to the 
Divisional Court, with leave of the Divisional Court, in accordance with the rules of court. 
Decision of Tribunal not automatically stayed on appeal 
(2)  An appeal of a decision of the Tribunal to the Divisional Court under this section does not stay the operation of the decision, 
unless the Tribunal orders otherwise. 
Divisional Court may grant or set aside stay 
(3)  If a decision of the Tribunal is appealed to the Divisional Court under this section, the Divisional Court may, 
 (a) stay the operation of the decision; or 
 (b) set aside a stay ordered by the Tribunal under subsection (2). 
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32 Section 31 of the Act is repealed. 
33 Section 32 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Necessary force 
32 A provincial officer may use whatever force is reasonably necessary to exercise any of their powers under this Act. 
34 Section 35 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Compliance with investigations, etc. 
Obstruction 
35 (1)  No person shall hinder or obstruct any provincial officer or any employee in or agent of the Ministry in the performance 
of their duties under this Act. 
False information 
(2)  No person shall orally, in writing or electronically give or submit false or misleading information in any statement, 
document or data, to any provincial officer, the Minister, the Ministry, any employee in or agent of the Ministry or any person 
involved in carrying out a program of the Ministry in respect of any matter related to this Act or the regulations. 
Same 
(3)  No person shall include false or misleading information in any document or data required to be created, stored or submitted 
under this Act or the regulations. 
Refusal to provide information 
(4)  No person shall refuse to provide any provincial officer, the Minister, the Ministry or any employee in or agent of the 
Ministry with information required for the purposes of this Act and the regulations. 
35 Subsection 36 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Offences 
(1)  A person is guilty of an offence if the person contravenes any of the following provisions: 
 1. Subsection 9 (1) or 10 (1), section 22.1, subsection 24 (2) or 26 (5), section 35, or subsection 49 (1) or (2). 
 2. Any provision of an authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) as that subsection read immediately before the 

transition date. 
 3. Any provision of an agreement entered into under section 16 as that section read immediately before the transition date. 
 4. Any provision of a permit issued under section 17. 
 5. Any provision of a permit issued under subsection 19 (3) as that subsection read immediately before the transition date. 
 6. Any provision of an order made under section 26.1, 27, 27.1, 28 or 41. 
 7. Any provision of the regulations. 
36 (1)  Paragraph 2 of subsection 41 (1) of the Act is amended by adding “or to provide for alternative habitat” at the 
end. 
(2)  Paragraph 4 of subsection 41 (1) of the Act is amended by striking out “recovery” and substituting “conservation”. 
(3)  The English version of subsection 41 (3) of the Act is amended by striking out “he or she” and substituting “the 
Minister”. 
37 (1)  Subsection 47 (1) of the Act is amended by, 
 (a) striking out “Species at Risk in Ontario Stewardship Program” and substituting “Species Conservation 

Program”; and 
 (b) striking out “Programme d’intendance des espèces en péril en Ontario” and substituting “Programme de 

conservation des espèces”. 
(2)  Subsection 47 (2) of the Act is amended by, 
 (a) striking out “listed on the Species at Risk in Ontario List” in the portion before clause (a); and 
 (b) striking out “stewardship” wherever it appears and substituting in each case “conservation”. 
(3)  Clause 47 (2) (b) of the Act is repealed. 
(4)  Clause 47 (2) (d) of the Act is amended by striking out “recovery” and substituting “conservation”. 
38 Section 48 of the Act is repealed. 
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39 Paragraphs 4 to 7 of subsection 51 (1) of the Act are repealed. 
40 Subsection 49 (3) of the Act is amended by striking out “that are extirpated” and substituting “that are identified 
under the applicable law as extirpated”. 
41 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Act of officer, etc. 
53.1  For the purposes of this Act and the regulations, an act or thing done or omitted to be done by an officer, official, employee 
or agent of a corporation in the course of their employment or in the exercise of their powers or the performance of their duties 
is deemed to be also an act or thing done or omitted to be done by the corporation. 
42 Subsection 54 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “protection or recovery of species listed on the Species at 
Risk in Ontario List” at the end and substituting “protection or conservation of species listed on the Species at Risk in 
Ontario List”. 
43 (1)  Subsection 55 (1) of the Act is amended by striking out “Subject to section 57” at the beginning of the portion 
before clause (a). 
(2)  Clauses 55 (1) (a) to (e) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
 (a) defining “adverse effect”, “alternative habitat”, “in the wild” and “significant adverse effect” for the purposes of this 

Act and the regulations; 
 (b) limiting the application of “habitat” as defined in subsection 2 (1) in respect of one or more specified species; 
 (c) exempting any person from one or more of the prohibitions listed in subsection 9 (1) or 10 (1), and making such 

exemptions subject to conditions or restrictions; 
(3)  Subsection 55 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following clause: 
 (h.1) providing for the method of service of any document given or served under this Act; 
(4)  Subsection 55 (2) of the Act is amended by striking out “clause (1) (b)” in the portion before clause (a) and 
substituting “clause (1) (c)”. 
(5)  Subsection 55 (2) of the Act is amended by adding the following clause: 
 (c.1) establish a Registry and require persons to register in respect of exemptions; 
(6)  Subsection 55 (3) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Transition 
(3)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations with respect to any transitional matters resulting from, 
 (a) the enactment of Schedule 5 to the More Homes, More Choice Act, 2019; or 
 (b) the enactment of Schedule 2 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025. 
44 (1)  Subsection 56 (1) of the Act is amended by striking out “Subject to subsection 57” at the beginning of the portion 
before clause (a). 
(2)  Clauses 56 (1) (a) to (c) of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
 (a) prescribing species for the purpose of clause 10 (1) (b); 
 (b) prescribing requirements for the purposes of subsection 17 (3); 
(3)  Subsections 56 (2) and (3) of the Act are repealed. 
45 Section 57 of the Act is repealed. 
46 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Transition 
59 (1)  The following instruments are continued: 
 1. An authorization granted under subsection 9 (5) before the transition date. 
 2. An agreement entered into under section 16 or 16.1 or subsection 19 (1) before the transition date. 
 3. A permit issued under subsection 19 (3) before the transition date. 
 4. An order issued under section 27, 27.1 or 28 before the transition date. 
(2)  The following provisions, as they read immediately before the transition date, continue in respect of an instrument described 
in subsection (1). 
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 1. Subsections 9 (5) and (5.1). 
 2. Sections 16, 16.1 and 19. 
 3. Sections 27, 27.1 and 28. 
47 Schedules 1 to 5 to the Act are repealed. 
48 The Act is amended by, 
 (a) striking out “an enforcement officer” wherever it appears and substituting in each case “a provincial officer”; 

and 
 (b) striking out “the enforcement officer” wherever it appears and substituting in each case “the provincial officer”. 
Commencement 
49 This Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal 
Assent. 
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SCHEDULE 3 
ENVIRONMENTAL ASSESSMENT ACT 

1 (1)  The Environmental Assessment Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Eagle’s Nest 
Definitions 
3.0.2  (1)  In this section, 
“Eagle’s Nest Agreement” means the agreement entered into under section 3.0.1 between the Minister of the Environment and 

Noront Resources Ltd., its agents, successors and assigns, having an effective date of September 9, 2011 and available on a 
website of the Government of Ontario, concerning various enterprises or activities for or related to the proposed Eagle’s Nest 
multi-metal mine in Northern Ontario near McFaulds Lake; (“entente Eagle’s Nest”) 

“Eagle’s Nest Approval” means the approval, issued on June 18, 2015 under subsection 6 (4) as that subsection read on that 
date and available on a website of the Government of Ontario, of terms of reference for the preparation of an environmental 
assessment concerning various enterprises or activities for or related to the proposed Eagle’s Nest multi-metal mine in 
Northern Ontario near McFaulds Lake. (“approbation Eagle’s Nest”) 

Termination 
(2)  The Eagle’s Nest Agreement is terminated. 
Non-application of s. 3.0.1. (4) 
(3)  Subsection 3.0.1 (4) does not apply in respect of any enterprise or activity described in the Eagle’s Nest Agreement. 
Non-application of regulation 
(4)  Section 5 of Ontario Regulation 53/24 (General and Transitional Matters) made under the Act does not apply to the 
enterprises or activities described in the Eagle’s Nest Agreement. 
Revocation 
(5)  The Eagle’s Nest Approval is revoked. 
(2)  Section 3.0.2 of the Act, as enacted by subsection (1), is repealed. 
2 (1)  The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Exemption, Chatham-Kent Waste Disposal Site 
Definitions 
17.28.1  (1)  In this section, 
“designated activities” means the activities that are designated by Ontario Regulation 50/24 (Part II.3 Projects – Designations 

and Exemptions) made under the Act as a project to which Part II.3 applies; (“activités désignées”) 
“waste disposal site activities” means the activities designated under section 2 of Ontario Regulation 284/24 (Designation – 

Chatham-Kent Waste Disposal Site) made under the Act as it read immediately before it was revoked. (“activités au lieu 
d’élimination des déchets”) 

Exemption re Part II.3 
(2)  Any waste disposal site activities that are designated activities are exempt from Part II.3. 
(2)  Section 17.28.1 of the Act, as enacted by subsection (1), is repealed. 
Revocation of O. Reg. 284/24 
3 Ontario Regulation 284/24 is revoked. 
Commencement 
4 (1)  Except as otherwise provided for in this section, this Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by 
Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal Assent. 
(2)  Subsections 1 (2) and 2 (2) come into force on a day to be named by order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
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SCHEDULE 4 
ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION ACT 

1 Section 179.1 of the Environmental Protection Act is amended by adding the following subsections: 
Minister’s requirement document, revocation 
(2)  The document signed by the Minister under subsection (1) for the purpose of establishing and requiring fees, titled 
“Minister’s requirement for fees with Environmental Activity & Sector Registry”, available on a website of the Government 
of Ontario and dated January 12, 2017, is revoked. 
Refunds, Part II.2 registrations 
(3)  If a fee was paid pursuant to the requirements of the document mentioned in subsection (2) before the transition date and 
the registration in respect of which the fee was paid is removed from the Registry under section 20.23, the Minister may refund 
the full amount of the fee. 
Same 
(4)  The Minister may refund a fee referred to in subsection (3) regardless of whether the registration was removed from the 
Registry before, after or on the transition date. 
Definitions 
(5)  For the purposes of subsections (3) and (4), 
“registration” and “Registry” have the same meanings as in Part II.2; (“enregistrement”, “Registre”) 
“transition date” means the day section 1 of Schedule 4 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 comes 

into force. (“date de transition”) 
Commencement 
2 This Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal 
Assent. 
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SCHEDULE 5 
MINING ACT 

1 The Mining Act is amended by, 
 (a) striking out “employee of the Ministry” wherever it appears and substituting in each case “employee in the 

Ministry”; and 
 (b) striking out “employees of the Ministry” wherever it appears and substituting in each case “employees in the 

Ministry”. 
2 Section 2 of the Act is amended by striking out “mineral resources, in a manner consistent” and substituting “mineral 
resources to a degree that is consistent with the protection of Ontario’s economy and in a manner consistent”. 
3 Section 4.1 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections: 
Order to suspend mining lands administration system 
(8)  Despite the Statutory Powers Procedure Act, the Minister may, without prior notice or hearing, make an order suspending 
the operation of some or all functions of the mining lands administration system, if, in the Minister’s opinion, the order is 
desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply chain. 
Factors to consider 
(9)  In making a determination for the purposes of subsection (8), the Minister shall consider the following factors: 
 1. Any risk assessment provided by the Ministry of the Solicitor General. 
 2. The economic interests of Ontario. 
 3. Any prescribed factors. 
Duration of order 
(10)  An order made under subsection (8) expires 10 days after the day it is made unless the Minister revokes the order at an 
earlier time. 
Extension of order 
(11)  Despite the Statutory Powers Procedure Act, the Minister may, without prior notice or hearing, make an order extending 
an order made under subsection (8) by an additional period specified in the order made under this subsection if, in the Minister’s 
opinion, the order made under subsection (8) will remain desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply 
chain for the specified period. 
Publication of order 
(12)  The Minister shall ensure an order made under subsection (8) or (11) is published on a website of the Government of 
Ontario as soon as possible. 
Order not regulation 
(13)  For greater certainty, Part III (Regulations) of the Legislation Act, 2006 does not apply with respect to an order made 
under subsection (8) or (11). 
No compensation payable 
(14)  No person is entitled to any compensation or any other remedy or relief for any suspension of the operation of some or 
all functions of the mining lands administration system under this section. 
4 Part I of the Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Orders to protect mineral supply chain 
26.1  (1)  Despite the Statutory Powers Procedure Act, the Minister may, without prior notice or hearing, make one or more of 
the following orders if, in the Minister’s opinion, the order is desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply 
chain: 
 1. An order that the account of a mining lands administration system user be suspended or restricted for such period as is 

specified in the order or be terminated. 
 2. An order prohibiting a person from registering as a user on the mining lands administration system. 
 3. An order prohibiting a person from obtaining a prospector’s licence. 
 4. An order terminating a prospector’s licence. 
Factors to consider 
(2)  In making a determination for the purposes of subsection (1), the Minister shall consider the following factors: 
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 1. Any risk assessment provided by the Ministry of the Solicitor General. 
 2. The economic interests of Ontario. 
 3. Any prescribed factors. 
Deemed suspension 
(3)  In the case of an order made under paragraph 1 of subsection (1) in respect of a user who is a licensee, the license is deemed 
to be suspended and all mining claims associated with the user are restricted from transfer for the duration of the period of 
suspension or restriction specified in the order. 
Terms and conditions 
(4)  An order under this section may be subject to such terms and conditions as may be imposed by the Minister. 
No compensation payable 
(5)  No person is entitled to any compensation or any other remedy or relief for any suspension, restriction, prohibition, 
termination or imposition of terms and conditions in respect of an account, registration or licence under this section. 
5 The French version of subsection 78 (1) of the Act is amended by striking out “employés du ministère” and substituting 
“une ou plusieurs personnes employées au ministère”. 
6 (1)  Section 81 of the Act is amended by adding the following subsections: 
Exception 
(1.1)  Despite subsection (1), and despite the Statutory Powers Procedure Act, the Minister may, without prior notice or hearing, 
deny the issuance of a lease if the Minister considers denying the lease desirable for the protection of the strategic national 
mineral supply chain. 
Factors to consider 
(1.2)  In making a determination for the purposes of subsection (1.1), the Minister shall consider the following factors: 
 1. Any risk assessment provided by the Ministry of the Solicitor General. 
 2. The economic interests of Ontario. 
 3. Any prescribed factors. 
No compensation payable 
(1.3)  No person is entitled to any compensation or any other remedy or relief for the denial of a lease under subsection (1.1). 
(2)  Subsection 81 (11) of the Act is amended by adding “or 176.1 (1)” after “under subsection (10)”. 
(3)  Subsection 81 (13) of the Act is amended by adding “or subsection 176.1 (1)” after “terminated under this section”. 
7 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Expedited process 
Mine authorization and permitting delivery team 
153.0.1  (1)  The Minister may establish a mine authorization and permitting delivery team for any project designated by the 
Minister. 
Notifications 
(2)  The Minister shall notify a proponent in writing if the proponent’s project is designated in accordance with subsection (1) 
and again if a mine authorization and permitting delivery team is established in respect of the project under subsection (1). 
Team lead 
(3)  Once a mine authorization and permitting delivery team is established under subsection (1), the Deputy Minister shall 
appoint an employee in the Ministry as the team lead. 
Functions 
(4)  If the proponent of the project provides the information required by the Minister to the mine authorization and permitting 
delivery team in the form approved by the Minister, the mine authorization and permitting delivery team shall, 
 (a) prepare an integrated authorization and permitting plan that sets out steps for the application, review and decision-

making processes for obtaining the permits and authorizations required for the project under this and any other Act; and 
 (b) co-ordinate with any other ministry to expedite the application, review and decision-making processes for the permits 

and authorizations specified in the integrated authorization and permitting plan referred to in clause (a). 
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Same 
(5)  If the proponent of the project provides the information required by the Minister to the mine authorization and permitting 
delivery team in the form approved by the Minister, the mine authorization and permitting delivery team may support any 
efforts by any ministry or agency to fulfil the Crown’s duty to consult Aboriginal communities with respect to the project, 
including by communicating with or co-ordinating communication among the proponent, Aboriginal communities and affected 
ministries and agencies of the Government of Ontario. 
Regulations 
(6)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations, 
 (a) prescribing service standards to be met by any ministry under any Act respecting review time for permits and 

authorizations required for a project in respect of which an integrated authorization and permitting plan has been 
prepared under clause (4) (a); 

 (b) specifying whether, in the event of a failure to meet the service standards referred to in clause (a), the proponent is 
entitled to the refund of any fees that the proponent was required to pay under an Act for a permit or authorization in 
respect of which the service standards were prescribed. 

Service standards, non-application 
(7)  Service standards prescribed under clause (6) (a) shall not apply to the time required for, 
 (a) any efforts by the Crown to fulfil the duty to consult with Aboriginal communities after the consultation has commenced, 

including efforts by the proponent to fulfil the duty to consult with Aboriginal communities if the procedural aspects of 
consultation for a designated project have been delegated to the proponent; 

 (b) proponents to prepare and submit complete applications and satisfy the requirements for any permits and authorizations 
required under this and any other Act; 

 (c) an environmental impact assessment carried out in accordance with the Environmental Assessment Act; or 
 (d) land disposition requirements or processes under this and any other Act. 
Refund 
(8)  If a ministry fails to comply with a service standard prescribed under clause (6) (a) and a regulation made under clause (6) 
(b) provides that the proponent is entitled to a refund in respect of such non-compliance, the minister of that ministry shall pay 
the refund. 
Amount of refund 
(9)  For greater certainty, a refund paid under subsection (8) shall not exceed the amount of the fee, if any, that was payable in 
respect of the permit or authorization. 
Regulations may be general or particular 
(10)  A regulation made under subsection (6) may be general or particular in application, may be limited as to time or place or 
both and may provide that it applies only to a project or projects designated by the Minister. 
Minister’s designations 
(11)  Part III (Regulations) of the Legislation Act, 2006 does not apply to a Minister’s designation that is permitted by 
subsection (10). 
Conflict 
(12)  In the event of any conflict between a regulation made under subsection (6) and any other Act, regulation or other 
instrument, the regulation made under subsection (6) prevails. 
8 The French version of paragraph 2 of section 157 of the Act is amended by striking out “tout autre employé du 
ministère” and substituting “toute autre personne employée au ministère”. 
9 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Minister may cancel, revoke, terminate 
176.1  (1)  Despite the Statutory Powers Procedure Act and anything in this Act, the Minister may, without prior notice or 
hearing, if the Minister considers doing so desirable for the protection of the strategic national mineral supply chain and subject 
to the approval of the Lieutenant Governor in Council, by order, cancel or revoke unpatented mining claims or a licence of 
occupation or terminate a lease of any mining lands or mining rights. 
Factors to consider 
(2)  In making a determination for the purposes of subsection (1), the Minister shall consider the following factors: 
 1. Any risk assessment provided by the Ministry of the Solicitor General. 
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 2. The economic interests of Ontario. 
 3. Any prescribed factors. 
Order not regulation 
(3)  For greater certainty, Part III (Regulations) of the Legislation Act, 2006 does not apply with respect to an order made under 
subsection (1). 
Regulations 
(4)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations governing matters arising from an order made under subsection 
(1). 
When land open for registration 
(5)  Where a mining claim is cancelled under subsection (1), the land in the cells on the provincial grid corresponding to the 
cancelled claim shall become open for the registration of mining claims at a time and date specified in the order made under 
subsection (1), unless the land is otherwise not open for the registration of mining claims under any other provision of this Act. 
No compensation payable 
(6)  No person is entitled to any compensation or any other remedy or relief for the revocation, cancellation or termination of 
an unpatented mining claim, licence of occupation or lease of any mining lands or mining rights under this section. 
10 Part XII of the Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Extinguishment of causes of action 
185.1  (1)  No cause of action arises against the Crown, any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, 
officer or agent of or adviser to the Crown as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment of the amendments made to this Act by Schedule 5 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy 

Act, 2025, or the amendment or repeal of any provision added to this Act by that Schedule; 
 (b) the making, amendment or revocation of a regulation, order or other instrument made under a provision added to this 

Act by Schedule 5 to the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025; 
 (c) anything done or not done in accordance with the provisions added to this Act by Schedule 5 to the Protect Ontario by 

Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 or a regulation, order or other instrument made under a provision added to this Act 
by that Schedule; 

 (d) any modification, revocation, suspension, cessation or termination of property rights, contractual rights or other rights 
resulting from anything referred to in clauses (a) to (c); or 

 (e) any purported failure to meet any service standard prescribed under clause 153.0.1 (6) (a). 
Exception, refund of fees 
(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply to a claim respecting the refund of any fees paid by a proponent in accordance with subsection 
153.0.1 (8). 
No remedy 
(3)  No costs, compensation or damages, including for loss of revenue, profit or any other alleged loss, whether direct or 
indirect, are owing or payable to any person by a person referred to in subsection (1), and no remedy, including a remedy in 
contract, restitution or tort, a remedy for misfeasance, bad faith or a breach of trust or fiduciary obligation, any equitable remedy 
or any remedy under any statute, is available to any person against a person referred to in that subsection, in connection with 
anything referred to in that subsection. 
Proceedings barred 
(4)  No proceeding that is directly or indirectly based on or related to anything referred to in subsection (1) may be brought or 
maintained against any person referred to in that subsection. 
Same 
(5)  Subsections (3) and (4) do not apply with respect to an application for judicial review or a claim for constitutional remedy, 
but do apply with respect to any other court, administrative or arbitral proceeding claiming any remedy or relief, including 
specific performance, an injunction, declaratory relief or the enforcement of a judgment, order or award made outside Ontario. 
No costs awarded 
(6)  No costs shall be awarded against any person in respect of a proceeding that cannot be brought or maintained under 
subsection (4). 
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No expropriation or injurious affection 
(7)  Nothing referred to in subsection (1) constitutes an expropriation or injurious affection for the purposes of the 
Expropriations Act or otherwise at law. 
Proceedings by Crown not prevented 
(8)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by the Crown. 
Commencement 
11 This Schedule comes into force on a day to be named by order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
  

Page 71 of 114



 26 

SCHEDULE 6 
ONTARIO ENERGY BOARD ACT, 1998 

1 The Ontario Energy Board Act, 1998 is amended by adding the following section: 
Procurement restrictions 
43.1  (1)  No gas transmitter, gas distributor or storage company that is prescribed by the regulations shall procure a good or 
service that meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin, as that origin 
is determined in the regulations. 
Same, subsidiaries 
(2)  No gas transmitter, gas distributor or storage company subsidiary that is prescribed by the regulations shall procure a good 
or service that meets the conditions prescribed by the regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin, as that 
origin is determined in the regulations. 
Application 
(3)  Subsection (1) or (2) applies with respect to a procurement only if, on the day a regulation made for the purposes of that 
subsection begins to apply, 
 (a) the final version of the request for proposal or any other document that would give rise to the procurement has not yet 

been issued, in the case of a competitive procurement; or 
 (b) in the case of a procurement that is not a competitive procurement, the parties have not entered into a final contract in 

respect of the procurement. 
Non-application, Discriminatory Business Practices Act 
(4)  The Discriminatory Business Practices Act does not apply to anything done or not done in accordance with a regulation 
made for the purposes of subsection (1) or (2). 
2 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Procurement restrictions 
73 (1)  In this section, 
“licensee” means the holder of a licence under this Part, other than the IESO or Ontario Power Generation Inc. 
Same 
(2)  No licensee that is prescribed by the regulations shall procure a good or service that meets the conditions prescribed by the 
regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin, as that origin is determined in the regulations. 
Same, subsidiaries 
(3)  No licensee subsidiary that is prescribed by the regulations shall procure a good or service that meets the conditions 
prescribed by the regulations respecting its country, region or territory of origin, as that origin is determined in the regulations. 
Application 
(4)  Subsection (2) or (3) applies with respect to a procurement only if, on the day a regulation made for the purposes of that 
subsection begins to apply, 
 (a) the final version of the request for proposal or any other document that would give rise to the procurement has not yet 

been issued, in the case of a competitive procurement; or 
 (b) in the case of a procurement that is not a competitive procurement, the parties have not entered into a final contract in 

respect of the procurement. 
Non-application, Discriminatory Business Practices Act 
(5)  The Discriminatory Business Practices Act does not apply to anything done or not done in accordance with a regulation 
made for the purposes of subsection (2) or (3). 
3 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
No cause of action, procurement restrictions 
134 (1)  No cause of action arises against the Crown or any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, 
officer or agent of or adviser to the Crown, as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment, amendment or repeal of section 43.1, 73 or this section; 
 (b) the making, amendment or revocation of any provision of a regulation for the purposes of section 43.1 or 73; or 
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 (c) anything done or not done in accordance with a provision referred to in clause (a) or a regulation referred to in clause 
(b). 

No remedy 
(2)  No costs, compensation or damages, including for loss of revenue, profit or any other alleged loss, whether direct or 
indirect, are owing or payable to any person by a person referred to in subsection (1), and no remedy, including a remedy in 
contract, restitution or tort, a remedy for misfeasance, bad faith or a breach of trust or fiduciary obligation, any equitable remedy 
or any remedy under any statute, is available to any person against a person referred to in that subsection, in connection with 
anything referred to in that subsection. 
Proceedings barred 
(3)  No proceeding that is directly or indirectly based on or related to anything referred to in subsection (1) may be brought or 
maintained against any person referred to in that subsection. 
Same 
(4)  Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply with respect to an application for judicial review or a claim for constitutional remedy, 
but do apply with respect to any other court, administrative or arbitral proceeding claiming any remedy or relief, including 
specific performance, an injunction, declaratory relief or the enforcement of a judgment, order or award made outside Ontario. 
No costs awarded 
(5)  No costs shall be awarded against any person in respect of a proceeding that cannot be brought or maintained under 
subsection (3). 
No expropriation or injurious affection 
(6)  Nothing referred to in subsection (1) constitutes an expropriation or injurious affection for the purposes of the 
Expropriations Act or otherwise at law. 
Proceedings by Crown not prevented 
(7)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by the Crown. 
Commencement 
4 This Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal 
Assent. 
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SCHEDULE 7 
ONTARIO HERITAGE ACT 

1 Section 1 of the Ontario Heritage Act is amended by adding the following definition: 
“business day” means a weekday, excluding a day that is a holiday; (“jour ouvrable”) 
2 Sections 51.2 and 51.3 of the Act are repealed and the following substituted: 
Inspection 
51.2  (1)  An inspector may conduct an inspection for the purpose of, 
 (a) ensuring that a person licensed under section 48 is complying with the Act and the regulations and remains entitled to a 

licence under the Act; or 
 (b) assessing whether any artifacts or archaeological sites are on any land, or land under water, in the Province. 
Minister’s direction required 
(2)  An inspection under clause (1) (b) may only be conducted if the inspector is directed to do so by the Minister. 
Power of entry 
(3)  An inspector conducting an inspection may enter and inspect any of the following places: 
 1. An archaeological site or any other land, or land under water, on which a licensee is carrying out archaeological 

fieldwork. 
 2. An archaeological site or any other land, or land under water, on which archaeological fieldwork is no longer being 

carried out but was carried out by a licensee within the one-year period preceding the inspection. 
 3. A location, building, structure, facility or conveyance at which artifacts and other materials found on an archaeological 

site are analysed or stored. 
 4. A licensee’s business premises. 
 5. In the case of an inspection under clause (1) (b), land, or land under water, that, in the opinion of the Minister, may 

contain an artifact or archaeological site. 
 6. In the case of an inspection under clause (1) (b), the business premises of a person, if the Minister reasonably believes 

that artifacts or other materials found on an archaeological site may have been found on land that the person owns. 
Dwellings 
(4)  An inspector entering a place under subsection (3) shall not enter any part of the place that is used as a dwelling without 
the consent of the occupant. 
Powers of inspector 
(5)  While carrying out an inspection, an inspector may, 
 (a) take up and examine any artifact, device, article, thing or material; 
 (b) require a person at the place being inspected to produce any artifact, drawing, field notes, specifications, licence, 

document, record, report, photograph, video or other visual recording or any other material or thing that is relevant to 
the inspection and examine, audit or make copies of such material or things; 

 (c) upon giving a receipt therefore, remove, for the purpose of making copies or extracts, any material or thing referred to 
in clause (b); 

 (d) conduct tests at the place being inspected or take samples from the place, including tests conducted on, or samples taken 
from, artifacts found at the place; 

 (e) require, in writing, that any test or sample referred to in clause (d) be conducted or taken by a person specified by the 
inspector, including a person having special, expert or professional knowledge or qualifications accompanying the 
inspector under subsection (7); 

 (f) require the person conducting or taking tests or samples to provide a report to the inspector within such time as the 
inspector may specify; 

 (g) take photographs, video or other visual recording, make acoustic recordings or make notes of the field or site conditions, 
of the conditions of any other place being inspected or of the artifacts or materials found at the place and take with them 
such equipment or recording materials required for this purpose; 

 (h) make such inquiries of any person working at the place being inspected as are relevant to the inspection; 
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 (i) observe ongoing archaeological fieldwork being carried out on an archaeological site or on other lands on which 
archaeological fieldwork is carried out or observe laboratory work taking place in a laboratory; and 

 (j) prohibit persons from entering the area where the inspection is being carried out for a reasonable period of time for the 
purposes of carrying out an examination, excavation or test. 

Return of things removed 
(6)  An inspector who removes any material or other thing from a place under clause (5) (c) shall return them to the person 
from whom they were taken within a reasonable time, unless they are seized under section 66. 
Experts, etc. 
(7)  An inspector entering premises under subsection (3) may be accompanied by a person having special, expert or professional 
knowledge of any matter relevant to the inspection. 
Use of force 
(8)  An inspector is not entitled to use force to enter and inspect a place. 
Time of entry 
(9)  An inspector may enter a place referred to in subsection (3), 
 (a) in the case of a place referred to in paragraphs 2 to 6 of subsection (3), between 9 a.m. and 5 p.m. during a business day, 

or at any other time when the place is open to the public; and 
 (b) in the case of a place referred to in paragraph 1 of subsection (3), at any time at which archaeological fieldwork is being 

carried out. 
Obstruction of inspector 
(10)  No person shall obstruct an inspector conducting an inspection under this section or withhold from them or conceal or 
destroy any artifact, document, material or thing that is relevant to the inspection. 
Obligation to assist 
(11)  Any person shall, on request by an inspector, provide such assistance as is reasonably necessary. 
Obligation to produce 
(12)  A person who is required to produce an artifact, document, material or thing under clause (5) (b) shall produce it. 
False information 
(13)  No person shall knowingly furnish an inspector with false information or neglect or refuse to furnish information to an 
inspector. 
Report by inspector 
51.3  (1)  An inspector shall prepare a report if the inspector believes that, 
 (a) a person licensed under section 48 has failed to comply with the Act, the regulations or the terms and conditions of the 

licence; or 
 (b) in the case of an investigation under clause 51.2 (1) (b), 
 (i) an artifact or archaeological site is on land, or land under water, described in clause 51.2 (1) (b), 
 (ii) an artifact has been removed from land, or land under water, described in clause 51.2 (1) (b), or 
 (iii) an archaeological site on land, or land under water, described in clause 51.2 (1) (b) has been altered. 
Report to be provided 
(2)  The inspector shall provide the report to the Minister and to the licensee or person who owns the land, as applicable. 
3 The Act is amended by adding the following section: 
Assessment order 
61.1  (1)  If the Minister is of the opinion that land, or land under water, in the Province may contain an artifact or an 
archaeological site, the Minister may issue an assessment order under subsection (2), which may be made subject to conditions. 
Contents of order 
(2)  The assessment order shall direct that no person shall alter or remove an artifact or any other physical evidence of past 
human use or activity from the land, or land under water, until, 
 (a) a licensee under this Part, 

Page 75 of 114



 30 

 (i) has completed archaeological fieldwork, within the meaning of the regulations, on the land or land under water, 
and 

 (ii) has provided a report to the Minister under subsection 65 (1) stating that any sites found have no further cultural 
heritage value or interest; and 

 (b) the report referred to in subclause (a) (ii) has been filed in the register referred to in section 65.1. 
Service of order 
(3)  The Minister may serve an order issued under this section on the owner of the land in question, or any person in apparent 
possession of the land, by any method of service described in subsection 67 (1) and by posting the order in a conspicuous place 
on the land to which it applies. 
Service deemed effective 
(4)  Service under subsection (3) is effective from the earlier of the date of posting or the effective date of service described in 
subsections 67 (2) to (4). 
4 Section 66 of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
Direction for artifact or material in archaeological collection 
66 (1)  The Minister may direct that any artifact taken under the authority of a licence or a permit, or any material in an 
archaeological collection, be deposited in such public institution as the Minister may determine, to be held in trust for the 
people of Ontario, or deposited with an Indigenous community. 
Seizure of artifact or material in archaeological collection 
(2)  Any artifact or any material in an archaeological collection that is removed from an archaeological site and that is in the 
possession of a person who is not a licensee under this Part, or who is a licensee but is acting in contravention of their licence, 
may be seized by a person authorized to do so by the Minister and deposited in such public institution as the Minister may 
determine, to be held in trust for the people of Ontario, or deposited with an Indigenous community. 
Production of authorization 
(3)  A person who is acting under an authorization described in subsection (2) shall, upon request, produce a copy of the 
authorization. 
Powers 
(4)  A person who is acting under an authorization described in subsection (2) may, for the purposes of seizing the artifact or 
material, enter any location where the person reasonably believes the artifact or material may be held between 9 a.m. and 5 
p.m. during a business day. 
Dwellings 
(5)  A person who is acting under an authorization described in subsection (2) shall not enter any part of a place that is used as 
a dwelling without the consent of the occupant. 
Seizure during inspection or investigation 
(6)  The Minister may direct an inspector or investigator to, in the course of conducting an inspection or investigation under 
this Act, seize any artifact or material in an archaeological collection on the premises that are being inspected or investigated 
and deposit the artifact or material in such public institution as the Minister may determine, to be held in trust for the people of 
Ontario, or deposit it with an Indigenous community. 
Seizure after return post-conviction 
(7)  The Minister may direct that any artifact or material in an archaeological collection that were seized in an investigation 
under this Act and subsequently released after a conviction for an offence under this Act be deposited in such public institution 
as the Minister may determine, to be held in trust for the people of Ontario, or be deposited with an Indigenous community. 
5 The Act is amended by adding the following sections: 
Exemption for properties 
66.1  (1)  Subject to the regulations, if any, the Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by order, exempt a property from the 
application of a requirement described in subsection (2) if the Lieutenant Governor in Council is of the opinion that such 
exemption could potentially advance one or more of the following provincial priorities: 
 1. Transit. 
 2. Housing. 
 3. Health and Long-Term Care. 
 4. Other infrastructure. 
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 5. Such other priorities as may be prescribed. 
Requirements 
(2)  An order under subsection (1) may exempt a property from the application of any of the following requirements: 
 1. A requirement under a provision of this Part. 
 2. A requirement under a provision of a regulation, or other instrument, relating to a provision of this Part. 
 3. A requirement to conduct an archaeological assessment under a provision of any other Act or regulation, or instrument 

under any other Act, other than a provision of the Funeral, Burial and Cremation Services Act, 2002 or a regulation or 
instrument made under that Act. 

Conditions 
(3)  An order under subsection (1) may set out conditions for the exemption. 
Not a regulation 
(4)  An order made under subsection (1) is not a regulation within the meaning of Part III (Regulations) of the Legislation Act, 
2006. 
Extinguishment of causes of action 
66.2  (1)  No cause of action arises against the Crown or any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, 
officer or agent of or advisor to the Crown as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment, amendment or repeal of any provision of this section or section 66.1; 
 (b) the making, amendment or revocation of any provision of an order under section 66.1 or a regulation relating to section 

66.1; or 
 (c) anything done or not done in accordance with section 66.1, an order under section 66.1 or a regulation relating to section 

66.1. 
No remedy 
(2)  No costs, compensation or damages, including for loss of revenue or profit or any other alleged loss, whether direct or 
indirect, are owing or payable to any person by a person referred to in subsection (1), and no remedy, including a remedy in 
contract, restitution, tort, a remedy for misfeasance, bad faith or a breach of trust or fiduciary obligation, any equitable remedy 
or any remedy under any statute, is available to any person against any person referred to in subsection (1) in connection with 
anything referred to in that subsection. 
Proceedings barred 
(3)  No proceeding that is directly or indirectly based on or related to anything referred to in subsection (1) may be brought or 
maintained against any person referred to in that subsection. 
Application 
(4)  Subsections (2) and (3) do not apply with respect to an application for judicial review or a claim for a constitutional remedy, 
but do apply with respect to any other court, administrative or arbitral proceeding claiming any remedy or relief, including 
specific performance, an injunction, declaratory relief or the enforcement of a judgment, order or award made outside Ontario. 
No costs awarded 
(5)  No costs shall be awarded against any person in respect of a proceeding that cannot be brought or maintained under 
subsection (3). 
No expropriation or injurious affection 
(6)  Nothing referred to in subsection (1) constitutes an expropriation or injurious affection for the purposes of the 
Expropriations Act or otherwise at law. 
Proceedings by Crown not prevented 
(7)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by the Crown. 
6 The Act is amended by adding the following Part: 

PART VI.1 
INVESTIGATIONS 

Investigators 
Appointment of investigators 
66.3  (1)  The Minister may appoint persons to be investigators for the purposes of conducting investigations. 
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Certificate of appointment 
(2)  The Minister shall issue to every investigator a certificate of appointment bearing the Minister’s signature or a facsimile of 
the signature. 
Production of certificate of appointment 
(3)  Every investigator who is conducting an investigation shall, upon request, produce the certificate of appointment as an 
investigator. 
Search warrant 
66.4  (1)  Upon application made without notice by an investigator, a justice of the peace may issue a warrant, if the justice of 
the peace is satisfied by information given under oath or affirmation that there are reasonable grounds for believing that a 
person has committed or is committing an offence under this Act and there is, 
 (a) in any building, dwelling, receptacle or place anything relating to the offence; or 
 (b) information or evidence relating to the offence that may be obtained through the use of an investigative technique or 

procedure or the doing of anything described in the warrant. 
Powers under warrant 
(2)  Subject to any conditions contained in it, a warrant obtained under subsection (1) authorizes an investigator to, 
 (a) enter or access the building, dwelling, receptacle or place specified in the warrant and examine and seize any thing 

described in the warrant; 
 (b) make reasonable inquiries of any person, orally or in writing, with respect to anything relevant to the investigation; 
 (c) require a person to produce the information or evidence described in the warrant and to provide whatever assistance is 

reasonably necessary, including using any data storage, processing or retrieval device or system to produce, in any form, 
the information or evidence described in the warrant; 

 (d) use any data storage, processing or retrieval device or system used in carrying on business in order to produce 
information or evidence described in the warrant, in any form; 

 (e) observe ongoing archaeological fieldwork being carried out on an archaeological site or on other lands on which 
archaeological fieldwork is carried out or observe laboratory work taking place in a laboratory; 

 (f) prohibit persons from entering the area where the investigation is being carried out for a reasonable period of time for 
the purposes of carrying out an examination, excavation or test; and 

 (g) use any investigative technique or procedure or do anything described in the warrant. 
Entry of dwelling 
(3)  Despite subsection (2), an investigator shall not exercise the power under a warrant to enter a place, or part of a place, used 
as a dwelling, unless, 
 (a) the justice of the peace is informed that the warrant is being sought to authorize entry into a dwelling; and 
 (b) the justice of the peace authorizes the entry into the dwelling. 
Conditions on warrant 
(4)  A warrant obtained under subsection (1) shall contain such conditions as the justice of the peace considers advisable to 
ensure that any search authorized by the warrant is reasonable in the circumstances. 
Expert help 
(5)  The warrant may authorize persons who have special, expert or professional knowledge and other persons as necessary to 
accompany and assist the investigator in respect of the execution of the warrant. 
Time of execution 
(6)  An entry or access under a warrant issued under this section shall be made between 6 a.m. and 9 p.m., unless the warrant 
specifies otherwise. 
Expiry of warrant 
(7)  A warrant issued under this section shall name a date of expiry, which shall be no later than 30 days after the warrant is 
issued, but a justice of the peace may extend the date of expiry for an additional period of no more than 30 days, upon application 
without notice by an investigator. 
Use of force 
(8)  An investigator may call upon police officers for assistance in executing the warrant and the investigator may use whatever 
force is reasonably necessary to execute the warrant. 
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No obstruction 
(9)  No person shall obstruct an investigator executing a warrant under this section or withhold from the investigator or conceal, 
alter or destroy any thing relevant to the investigation being conducted pursuant to the warrant. 
Compliance 
(10)  If an investigator under clause (2) (c) requires a person to produce evidence or information or to provide assistance, the 
person shall produce the evidence or information or provide the assistance, as the case may be. 
Copies of seized items 
(11)  An investigator who seizes any thing under this section or section 66.5 may make a copy of it. 
Admissibility 
(12)  A copy of a document or record certified by an investigator as being a true copy of the original is admissible in evidence 
to the same extent as the original and has the same evidentiary value. 
Seizure of things not specified 
66.5  An investigator who is lawfully present in a place pursuant to a warrant or otherwise in the execution of the investigator’s 
duties may, without a warrant, seize any thing in plain view that the investigator believes, on reasonable grounds, will afford 
evidence relating to the commission of an offence under this Act. 
Searches in exigent circumstances 
66.6  (1)  An investigator may exercise any of the powers described in subsection 66.4 (2) without a warrant if the conditions 
for obtaining the warrant exist but, by reason of exigent circumstances, it would be impracticable to obtain the warrant. 
Dwellings 
(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply to a building or part of a building that is being used as a dwelling. 
Use of force 
(3)  The investigator may, in executing any authority given by this section, call upon police officers for assistance and use 
whatever force is reasonably necessary. 
Applicability of s. 66.4 
(4)  Subsections 66.4 (5), (9), (10), (11) and (12) apply with necessary modifications to a search under this section. 
Report when things seized 
66.7  (1)  An investigator who seizes any thing under the authority of section 66.4, 66.5 or 66.6 shall bring it before a justice 
of the peace or, if that is not reasonably possible, shall report the seizure to a justice of the peace. 
Procedure 
(2)  Sections 159 and 160 of the Provincial Offences Act apply, with necessary modifications, in respect of a thing seized under 
the authority of section 66.4, 66.5 or 66.6 of this Act. 
Production order 
66.8  (1)  On application without notice by an investigator, a justice of the peace may issue a production order to a person, other 
than a person under investigation for an offence, requiring the person to, 
 (a) produce documents or copies of documents, certified by affidavit to be true copies, or produce data; or 
 (b) prepare a document based on documents or data already in existence and produce it. 
Contents of order 
(2)  A production order must stipulate when, where and how the documents or data are to be produced, and to whom they are 
to be produced. 
Grounds 
(3)  A justice of the peace may make a production order if satisfied by information given under oath or affirmation that there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that, 
 (a) an offence under this Act has been or is being committed; 
 (b) the document or data will provide evidence respecting the offence or suspected offence; and 
 (c) the person who is subject to the order has possession or control of the document or data. 
Conditions 
(4)  A production order may contain any conditions the justice of the peace considers advisable. 
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Admissibility 
(5)  A copy of a document or data produced under this section, on proof by affidavit that it is a true copy, is admissible in 
evidence in proceedings under this Act and has the same probative force as the original document or data would have if it had 
been proved in the ordinary way. 
No return of copies 
(6)  Copies of documents or data produced under this section are not required to be returned to the person who provided them. 
Compliance required 
(7)  A person to whom a production order is directed shall comply with the order according to its terms. 
7 Subsection 68.3 (1) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
No compensation 
(1)  Except as may be provided under this Act, no owner of property or other person is entitled to compensation in respect of 
any decision, designation, order or regulation, made by a municipality, the Tribunal, the Minister or the Lieutenant Governor 
in Council under this Act. 
8 The Act is amended by adding the following sections: 
Limitation period 
69.1  A proceeding with respect to any offence under this Act shall not be commenced more than two years after the day on 
which the offence first comes to the attention of a provincial offences officer appointed under the Provincial Offences Act. 
Order to prevent damage, etc. 
69.2  (1)  On its own initiative or on the request of the prosecutor, the court that convicts a person of an offence under this Act, 
in addition to any other penalty imposed by the court, may order the person to, 
 (a) take such action as the court directs within the time specified in the order to prevent, eliminate or ameliorate damage 

that results from or is in any way connected to the commission of the offence; or 
 (b) comply with any order, direction or other requirement issued under this Act to the person in relation to damage that 

results from or is in any way connected to the commission of the offence. 
Other conditions 
(2)  An order under subsection (1) may contain such other conditions relating to the circumstances of the offence and of the 
person that contributed to the commission of the offence as the court considers appropriate to prevent similar unlawful conduct. 
Variation of order 
(3)  The court that made an order under subsection (1) may make any changes in or additions to the conditions prescribed in 
the order that in the opinion of the court are rendered desirable by a change in circumstances, 
 (a) on its own initiative at any time; or 
 (b) on application by counsel for the prosecutor, by the person convicted or by the person authorized under the Law Society 

Act to represent the person convicted, with notice to the other party, after a hearing or, with the consent of the parties, 
without a hearing. 

Conflict 
(4)  Nothing in subsection (1) authorizes the making of an order that conflicts with an order, direction or other requirement 
previously issued under this Act by the Minister, but an order may be made under subsection (1) supplementing the provisions 
of an order in respect of the prevention or limitation of alteration. 
Continuation in force 
(5)  Where a person bound by an order under subsection (1) is imprisoned, the order continues in force except in so far as the 
imprisonment renders it impossible for the person to comply for the time being with the order. 
9 (1)  Clause 70 (1) (h) of the Act is repealed and the following substituted: 
 (h) defining “archaeological collection”, “archaeological fieldwork”, “archaeological site”, “artifact”, “cultural heritage”, 

“marine archaeological site” and “public institution” for the purposes of this Act and the regulations; 
(2)  Subsection 70 (1) of the Act is amended by adding the following clause: 
(m.1) governing exemptions under section 66.1, which may include establishing criteria that must be met for a property to be 

eligible for an exemption; 
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Commencement 
10 (1)  Except as otherwise provided in this section, this Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by 
Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal Assent. 
(2)  Section 5 and subsection 9 (2) come into force on a day to be named by order of the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
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SCHEDULE 8 
REBUILDING ONTARIO PLACE ACT, 2023 

1 The Rebuilding Ontario Place Act, 2023 is amended by adding the following section: 

NON-APPLICATION OF ENVIRONMENTAL BILL OF RIGHTS, 1993 
Non-application of Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993, re Ontario Place 
9.1  Part II of the Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 does not apply to a proposal to issue, amend or revoke an instrument for 
or related to either of the following despite the proposal being a type of proposal for an instrument that is classified by a 
regulation made under that Act: 
 1. The Ontario Place Redevelopment Project. 
 2. Any enterprise or activity that furthers the Ontario Place Redevelopment Project that is not at the Ontario Place site. 
2 Section 18 of the Act is amended by adding the following clause: 
 (f.1) respecting whether an enterprise or activity is in furtherance of the Ontario Place Redevelopment Project for the purposes 

of paragraph 2 of section 9.1, which may include specifying enterprises or activities that further or do not further the 
Ontario Place Redevelopment Project or authorizing a person specified by the regulation to make a determination of 
whether enterprises or activities further the Ontario Place Redevelopment Project; 

Commencement 
3 This Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 receives Royal 
Assent. 
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SCHEDULE 9 
SPECIAL ECONOMIC ZONES ACT, 2025 

CONTENTS 

1. Definitions 
2. Special economic zones 
3. Trusted proponents 
4. Designated projects 
5. Exemption from requirements 
6. Modification of application of provisions of other Acts, etc. 
7. Extinguishment of causes of action 
8. Commencement 
9. Short title 
 
Definitions 
1 In this Act, 
“designated project” means a project designated under section 4; (“projet désigné”) 
“local board” means a local board as defined in the Municipal Affairs Act; (“conseil local”) 
“Minister” means the Minister of Economic Development, Job Creation and Trade or such other member of the Executive 

Council to whom responsibility for the administration of this Act is assigned or transferred under the Executive Council Act; 
(“ministre”) 

“special economic zone” means a special economic zone designated under section 2; (“zone économique spéciale”) 
“trusted proponent” means a trusted proponent designated under section 3. (“promoteur fiable”) 
Special economic zones 
2 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by regulation, designate an area of the Province as a special economic zone if 
the prescribed criteria are met. 
Criteria for designation 
(2)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations prescribing criteria for the purposes of subsection (1). 
Trusted proponents 
3 (1)  The Minister may, by regulation, designate a person as a trusted proponent if the prescribed criteria are met. 
Trusted proponents - classes 
(2)  The Minister may, by regulation, designate a class of persons as trusted proponents if the prescribed criteria are met. 
Criteria for designation 
(3)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations prescribing criteria for the purposes of subsection (1) or (2). 
Designated projects 
4 (1)  The Minister may, by regulation, designate a project as a designated project if the prescribed criteria are met. 
Designated projects - classes 
(2)  The Minister may, by regulation, designate a class of projects as designated projects if the prescribed criteria are met. 
Criteria for designation 
(3)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations prescribing criteria for the purposes of subsection (1) or (2). 
Exemption from requirements 
5 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by regulation, exempt a trusted proponent or a designated project from 
requirements under provisions of an Act or of a regulation or other instrument under an Act, subject to conditions specified in 
the regulation, as those requirements would apply in a special economic zone. 
Municipal by-laws, etc. 
(2)  For greater certainty, the reference to “other instrument under an Act” in subsection (1) includes a by-law or other 
instrument of a municipality or local board. 
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Modification of application of provisions of other Acts, etc. 
6 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may, by regulation, modify the application of provisions of an Act or of a regulation 
or other instrument under an Act, subject to conditions specified in the regulation, as those provisions would apply, 
 (a) with respect to a trusted proponent in a special economic zone; or 
 (b) with respect to a designated project in a special economic zone. 
Municipal by-laws, etc. 
(2)  For greater certainty, the reference to “other instrument under an Act” in subsection (1) includes a by-law or other 
instrument of a municipality or local board. 
Extinguishment of causes of action 
7 (1)  No cause of action arises against a person set out in subsection (2) as a direct or indirect result of, 
 (a) the enactment, amendment or repeal of any provision of this Act; 
 (b) the making, amendment or revocation of any provision of a regulation under this Act; or 
 (c) anything done or not done in accordance with this Act or a regulation under this Act. 
Persons referred to 
(2)  The persons referred to in subsection (1) are, 
 (a) the Crown or any current or former member of the Executive Council or employee, officer or agent of or advisor to the 

Crown; or 
 (b) a municipality or local board, or any current or former member of the council of the municipality or of the local board, 

or employee, officer or agent of or advisor to the municipality or local board. 
No remedy 
(3)  No costs, compensation or damages, including for loss of revenue or profit or any other alleged loss, whether direct or 
indirect, are owing or payable to any person by a person referred to in subsection (1), and no remedy, including a remedy in 
contract, restitution, tort, a remedy for misfeasance, bad faith or a breach of trust or fiduciary obligation, any equitable remedy 
or any remedy under any statute, is available to any person against any person referred to in subsection (1) in connection with 
anything referred to in that subsection. 
Proceedings barred 
(4)  No proceeding that is directly or indirectly based on or related to anything referred to in subsection (1) may be brought or 
maintained against any person referred to in that subsection. 
Application 
(5)  Subsections (3) and (4) do not apply with respect to an application for judicial review or a claim for a constitutional remedy, 
but do apply with respect to any other court, administrative or arbitral proceeding claiming any remedy or relief, including 
specific performance, an injunction, declaratory relief or the enforcement of a judgment, order or award made outside Ontario. 
No costs awarded 
(6)  No costs shall be awarded against any person in respect of a proceeding that cannot be brought or maintained under 
subsection (4). 
No expropriation or injurious affection 
(7)  Nothing referred to in subsection (1) constitutes an expropriation or injurious affection for the purposes of the 
Expropriations Act or otherwise at law. 
Proceedings by Crown not prevented 
(8)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by the Crown. 
Certain proceedings by municipalities not prevented 
(9)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by a municipality against, 
 (a) any current or former member of the council of the municipality or of a local board of the municipality; or 
 (b) any current or former employee, officer or agent of or advisor to the municipality or a local board of the municipality. 
Certain proceedings by local boards not prevented 
(10)  This section does not apply with respect to proceedings brought by a local board against, 
 (a) any current or former member of the local board; or 
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 (b) any current or former employee, officer or agent of or advisor to the local board. 
Commencement 
8 The Act set out in this Schedule comes into force on the day the Protect Ontario by Unleashing our Economy Act, 2025 
receives Royal Assent. 
Short title 
9 The short title of the Act set out in this Schedule is the Special Economic Zones Act, 2025. 
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SCHEDULE 10 
SPECIES CONSERVATION ACT, 2025 

CONTENTS 

PART I 
INTERPRETATION, APPLICATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

1. Purposes 
2. Definitions 
3. Existing Aboriginal or treaty rights 
4. General non-application, aquatic species and migratory birds 
5. Designation of provincial officers 
6. Delegation of powers and duties 
7. Crown bound 

PART II 
CLASSIFICATION OF SPECIES 

8. Interpretation 
9. Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario 
10. Functions of COSSARO 
11. Rules for classification 
12. Annual report by COSSARO 
13. Additional reports 

PART III 
PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SPECIES 

GENERAL 
14. Protected Species in Ontario List 
15. Prohibition, extirpation in Ontario 
16. Prohibition, s. 16 activities 

REGISTRATIONS 
17. Registry 
18. Registrations 
19. Suspension or removal of registration 
20. Filing of order or notice in Registry 

PERMITS 
21. Application for permit 
22. Powers of Minister 

LAWS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS 
23. Activities contrary to laws of other jurisdictions 

CODES OF PRACTICE AND THE SPECIES CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
24. Codes of practice, etc. 
25. Species Conservation Program 

PART IV 
ENFORCEMENT 

PROVINCIAL OFFICERS 
26. Production of identification 
27. Power to require response to inquiries 
28. Necessary force 
29. Incidental authority to pass through 
30. Exemptions from Act, provincial officers 
31. Compliance with inspections, etc. 

INSPECTIONS 
32. Inspections to determine compliance 
33. Inspection of vehicles, boats, aircraft 
34. Searches with respect to offences 
35. Seizure and forfeiture 

ORDERS 
36. Mitigation order 
37. Habitat protection order 
38. Species Protection Order 
39. Contravention order 
40. Service of orders 
41. Compliance with orders 

PART V 
APPEALS 

42. Appeal of permit or order 
43. Extension of time for requiring hearing 
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44. Contents of notice requiring hearing 
45. No stay on appeal 
46. Parties 
47. Powers of Tribunal 
48. Appeals from Tribunal 

PART VI 
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

49. Offences 
50. Corporations 
51. Employers and principals 
52. Defence 
53. Penalties 
54. Order for compliance 
55. Presiding judge 
56. Limitation period 
57. Similar species 
58. Proof of inspected or seized things 
59. Evidence of documents 

PART VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

60. Information for public 
61. Information that could lead to contravention 
62. Personal information 
63. Incorporation by reference 
64. Regulations 
65. Regulations, Lieutenant Governor in Council 

PART VIII 
TRANSITION 

66. Agency under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 
67. Transitional regulations 

PART IX 
REPEAL, REVOCATIONS, COMMENCEMENT AND SHORT TITLE 

68. Endangered Species Act, 2007 
69. Revocations 
70. Commencement 
71. Short title 

 

PART I 
INTERPRETATION, APPLICATION AND ADMINISTRATION 

Purposes 
1 The purposes of this Act are, 
 (a) to identify species at risk based on the best available scientific information, including information obtained from 

community knowledge and Indigenous traditional knowledge; and 
 (b) to provide for the protection and conservation of species while taking into account social and economic considerations, 

including the need for sustainable economic growth in Ontario. 
Definitions 
2 (1)  In this Act, 
“COSSARO” means the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario; (“CDSEPO”) 
“habitat” means, subject to subsection (2), 
 (a) in respect of an animal species, 
 (i) a dwelling place, such as a den, nest or other similar place, that is occupied or habitually occupied by one or more 

members of a species for the purposes of breeding, rearing, staging, wintering or hibernating, and 
 (ii) the area immediately around a dwelling place described in subclause (i) that is essential for the purposes set out in 

that subclause, 
 (b) in respect of a vascular plant species, the critical root zone surrounding a member of the species, and 
 (c) in respect of all other species, an area on which any member of the species directly depends in order to carry on its life 

processes; (“habitat”) 
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“justice” has the same meaning as in the Provincial Offences Act; (“juge”) 
“Minister” means the Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks or such other member of the Executive Council as 

may be assigned the administration of this Act under the Executive Council Act; (“ministre”) 
“Ministry” means the ministry of the Minister; (“ministère”) 
“permit” means a permit issued under section 22; (“permis”) 
“permit activity” means a section 16 activity that is prescribed for the purposes of subsection 16 (2); (“activité exigeant un 

permis”) 
“prescribed” means prescribed by the regulations; (“prescrit”) 
“Protected Species in Ontario List” means the regulation made under subsection 14 (1); (“Liste des espèces protégées en 

Ontario”) 
“provincial officer” means a person who is designated by the Minister as a provincial officer for the purposes of this Act and 

the regulations; (“agent provincial”) 
“registerable activity” means a section 16 activity that is not prescribed for the purposes of subsection 16 (2); (“activité exigeant 

un enregistrement”) 
“registration” means a registration in the Registry; (“enregistrement”) 
“Registry” means the registry established under section 17; (“Registre”) 
“regulations” means the regulations made under this Act; (“règlements”) 
“section 16 activity” means, 
 (a) any activity that results or is likely to result in, 
 (i) the killing, harming, capturing or taking of a member of a species that is listed on the Protected Species in Ontario 

List, or 
 (ii) damage to or destruction of the habitat of a species that is listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List, 
 (b) possessing, transporting, collecting, buying, selling, leasing, trading or offering to buy, sell, lease or trade, 
 (i) a living or dead member of a species that is listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List, or 
 (ii) anything derived from a living or dead member of a species referred to in subclause (i), or 
 (c) selling, leasing, trading or offering to sell, lease or trade anything that a person represents to be a thing described in 

subclause (b) (i) or (ii); (“activité visée par l’article 16”) 
“species” means a species, subspecies, variety or genetically or geographically distinct population of animal, plant or other 

organism, other than a bacterium or virus, that is native to Ontario; (“espèce”) 
“Tribunal” means the Ontario Land Tribunal. (“Tribunal”) 
Definition of “habitat” 
(2)  For greater certainty, the definition of “habitat” in subsection (1) does not include an area where the species formerly 
occurred or has the potential to be reintroduced unless existing members of the species depend on that area to carry on their 
life processes. 
Member of a species 
(3)  A reference in this Act to a member of a species, 
 (a) includes a reference to a member of the species at any stage of its development; 
 (b) includes a reference to a gamete or asexual propagule of the species; and 
 (c) includes a reference to the member of the species, whether or not it originated in Ontario. 
Existing Aboriginal or treaty rights 
3 For greater certainty, nothing in this Act shall be construed so as to abrogate or derogate from the protection provided for the 
existing Aboriginal or treaty rights of the Aboriginal peoples of Canada as recognized and affirmed in section 35 of the 
Constitution Act, 1982. 
General non-application, aquatic species and migratory birds 
4 Unless otherwise provided in this Act or the regulations, this Act and the regulations do not apply with respect to the following 
species, if the species is listed as extirpated, endangered or threatened on the List of Wildlife Species at Risk under the Species 
at Risk Act (Canada): 
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 1. Species of birds protected by the Migratory Birds Convention Act, 1994 (Canada). 
 2. Aquatic species as defined in subsection 2 (1) of the Species at Risk Act (Canada). 
Designation of provincial officers 
5 (1)  The Minister may designate persons or classes of persons as provincial officers in respect of any provision of this Act or 
the regulations that is set out in the designation. 
Limitations 
(2)  The Minister may limit a designation made under subsection (1) in such manner as the Minister considers advisable. 
Delegation of powers and duties 
6 (1)  The Minister may authorize the Deputy Minister or any other employee in the Ministry to exercise any power or perform 
any duty that is granted to or vested in the Minister under this Act. 
Limitations 
(2)  The Minister may limit an authorization made under subsection (1) in such manner as the Minister considers advisable. 
Crown bound 
7 (1)  This Act binds the Crown in right of Ontario. 
Protection and conservation activities 
(2)  Nothing in this Act prohibits employees or agents of the Crown in right of Ontario from, 
 (a) possessing or transporting a member of a species listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List; or 
 (b) engaging in any other activity to assist in the protection and conservation of species listed on the Protected Species in 

Ontario List. 

PART II 
CLASSIFICATION OF SPECIES 

Interpretation 
8 Despite section 4, a reference to a “species” in this Part includes a reference to species described in that section. 
Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario 
9 (1)  The committee known in English as the Committee on the Status of Species at Risk in Ontario (COSSARO) and in 
French as Comité de détermination du statut des espèces en péril en Ontario (CDSEPO) is continued. 
Composition 
(2)  COSSARO shall be composed of at least 10 members who shall be appointed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council on 
the recommendation of the Minister. 
Qualifications 
(3)  The Minister shall not recommend a person to be a member of COSSARO unless the Minister considers the person to have 
relevant expertise that is drawn from, 
 (a) a scientific discipline such as conservation biology, ecology, genetics, population dynamics, taxonomy, systematics or 

wildlife management; or 
 (b) community knowledge or Indigenous traditional knowledge. 
Chair and vice-chair 
(4)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council shall designate a chair and a vice-chair from among the members of COSSARO. 
Independence 
(5)  The members of COSSARO shall perform their functions in an independent manner, and not as representatives of their 
employers or of any other person or body. 
Lobbying 
(6)  A member of COSSARO shall not, with respect to any matter related to this Act, 
 (a) act as a consultant lobbyist within the meaning of subsection 1 (1) of the Lobbyists Registration Act, 1998; or 
 (b) act as an in-house lobbyist within the meaning of subsection 5 (7) or 6 (5) of the Lobbyists Registration Act, 1998. 
Functions of COSSARO 
10 (1)  COSSARO shall perform the following functions: 
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 1. Subject to section 11, maintain criteria for assessing and classifying species as extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened 
or of special concern. 

 2. Maintain and prioritize a list of species that should be assessed and classified, including species that should be reviewed 
and, if appropriate, reclassified. 

 3. Subject to section 13, assess, review and classify species in accordance with the list maintained under paragraph 2. 
 4. Submit reports to the Minister in accordance with this Act. 
 5. Provide advice to the Minister on any matter submitted to COSSARO by the Minister. 
 6. Perform any other function required under this or any other Act. 
List of species to be assessed 
(2)  COSSARO shall ensure that the list referred to in paragraph 2 of subsection (1) includes every Ontario species that, 
 (a) is classified by the Committee on the Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada as extirpated, endangered, threatened or 

of special concern under the Species at Risk Act (Canada); and 
 (b) has not yet been assessed by COSSARO. 
Information for Minister 
(3)  COSSARO shall ensure that the Minister is provided with up to date copies of the criteria referred to in paragraph 1 of 
subsection (1) and the list referred to in paragraph 2 of subsection (1). 
Rules for classification 
11 (1)  For the purposes of this Act, COSSARO shall classify species in accordance with the following rules: 
 1. A species shall be classified as an extinct species if it no longer lives anywhere in the world. 
 2. A species shall be classified as an extirpated species if it lives somewhere in the world, lived at one time in the wild in 

Ontario, but no longer lives in the wild in Ontario. 
 3. A species shall be classified as an endangered species if it lives in the wild in Ontario but is facing imminent extinction 

or extirpation. 
 4. A species shall be classified as a threatened species if it lives in the wild in Ontario, is not endangered, but is likely to 

become endangered if steps are not taken to address factors threatening to lead to its extinction or extirpation. 
 5. A species shall be classified as a special concern species if it lives in the wild in Ontario, is not endangered or threatened, 

but may become threatened or endangered because of a combination of biological characteristics and identified threats. 
Geographic limitation 
(2)  When COSSARO classifies a species, the classification applies to all of Ontario unless COSSARO indicates that the 
classification applies only to a specified geographic area in Ontario. 
Best available scientific information 
(3)  COSSARO shall classify species based on the best available scientific information, including information obtained from 
community knowledge and Indigenous traditional knowledge. 
Criteria for classification 
(4)  The criteria for assessing and classifying species as endangered, threatened or special concern species under paragraph 1 
of subsection 10 (1) shall include considerations of, 
 (a) the species’ geographic range in Ontario; and 
 (b) the condition of the species across the broader biologically relevant geographic range in which it exists both inside and 

outside of Ontario. 
Same 
(5)  If consideration of the condition of the species both inside and outside of Ontario under clause (4) (b) would result in a 
species classification indicating a lower level of risk to the survival of the species than would result if COSSARO considered 
the condition of the species inside Ontario only, COSSARO’s classification of a species shall reflect the lower level of risk to 
the survival of the species. 
Annual report by COSSARO 
12 (1)  Between January 1 and January 31 of each year, COSSARO shall submit an annual report to the Minister that sets out, 
 (a) the common name and scientific name of each species that COSSARO has classified since its last annual report as 

extinct, extirpated, endangered, threatened or of special concern; 
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 (b) the classification of each species described in clause (a) and the reasons for the classification; and 
 (c) an indication of whether the species is a species described in section 4. 
Same 
(2)  The annual report may also state that, 
 (a) an assessment of a species indicates that it is not at risk; or 
 (b) there is insufficient information available to classify a species. 
Additional reports 
13 (1)  COSSARO shall not submit an additional report with respect to the classification of species to the Minister unless, 
 (a) the Minister has requested that COSSARO classify a species or reconsider its classification of a species under subsection 

(2) or (3); or 
 (b) COSSARO is of the opinion that a species that is not listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List may be facing 

imminent extinction or extirpation. 
Risk of imminent extinction or extirpation 
(2)  If a species is not listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List and the Minister is of the opinion that the species may be 
facing imminent extinction or extirpation, the Minister may require COSSARO to assess and classify the species and, not later 
than the date specified by the Minister, submit a report to the Minister under subsection (1). 
Reconsideration 
(3)  If the Minister is of the opinion that credible scientific information indicates that a classification reported to the Minister 
by COSSARO may not be appropriate, the Minister may require COSSARO to reconsider the classification and, not later than 
the date specified by the Minister, submit a report to the Minister under subsection (1) indicating whether COSSARO confirms 
the classification or reclassifies the species. 
Consultation with chair of COSSARO 
(4)  The Minister shall not require COSSARO to do anything under this section without first consulting with the chair of 
COSSARO. 

PART III 
PROTECTION AND CONSERVATION OF SPECIES 

GENERAL 
Protected Species in Ontario List 
14 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make a regulation listing species that are classified by COSSARO as 
extirpated, endangered or threatened. 
Deviation from COSSARO classification 
(2)  A regulation made under subsection (1) is not required to list all of the species classified by COSSARO but, if a species is 
listed, the classification of the species shall be the same as COSSARO’s classification and shall include any geographic 
limitation indicated by COSSARO in respect of the species under subsection 11 (2). 
Contents of regulation 
(3)  A regulation made under subsection (1) shall include the following information for each species: 
 1. The common name and scientific name of the species. 
 2. COSSARO’s classification of the species as extirpated, endangered or threatened. 
 3. If the classification applies only to a specified geographic area, the area. 
Notice of proposal, Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 
(4)  For greater certainty, if a regulation is proposed to be made under subsection (1), the brief description required in respect 
of a notice of proposal under section 16 of the Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993 in respect of the regulation shall include each 
species that is proposed to be listed in or removed from the regulation. 
Prohibition, extirpation in Ontario 
15 Despite any other provision of this Act or the regulations, no person shall engage in an activity that is likely to result in a 
species no longer living in the wild in Ontario. 
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Prohibition, s. 16 activities 
Registration required 
16 (1)  No person shall engage in a registerable activity unless, 
 (a) the person has registered the activity in the Registry in accordance with the regulations; 
 (b) the Minister has provided the person with a confirmation of registration in respect of the activity; 
 (c) the person engages in the activity in accordance with the regulations; and 
 (d) the registration is not suspended and has not been removed from the Registry. 
Permit required 
(2)  No person shall, except under and in accordance with a permit, engage in a permit activity. 
Exceptions 
(3)  Subsection (1) or (2), as applicable, does not apply in respect of any of the following section 16 activities: 
 1. In the case of an activity described in clause (b) of the definition of “section 16 activity” in subsection 2 (1), the member 

of the species affected by the activity was lawfully killed, captured or taken in a jurisdiction outside of Ontario. 
 2. A section 16 activity for which all of the criteria set out in subsection (4) in respect of the activity, the person engaging 

in the activity and the species affected by the activity are met. 
 3. If a geographic area is specified in the Protected Species in Ontario List in respect of a species, a section 16 activity 

engaged in with respect to that species outside of the geographic area. 
 4. Any other section 16 activity prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council for the purposes of this subsection, 

subject to any conditions or restrictions prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
First listing criteria, one-year exception 
(4)  The following are the criteria mentioned in paragraph 2 of subsection (3): 
 1. The activity is, 
 i. described in clause (a) of the definition of “section 16 activity” in subsection 2 (1), or 
 ii. described in clause (b) of that definition but only as the definition relates to possessing or transporting a member 

of a species. 
 2. The person is engaging in the activity in relation to another species in accordance with subsection (1) or (2), as applicable. 
 3. The species is listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List as an endangered species or a threatened species and has 

been so listed for less than one year. 
 4. Before being listed as described in paragraph 3, the species was not previously listed, under its current name or any other 

common or scientific name, on the Species at Risk in Ontario List under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 or the 
Protected Species in Ontario List. 

Transition 
(5)  If a person’s registration, in respect of an activity, is in effect when the activity becomes a permit activity, subsection (1) 
continues to apply to the person engaging in the activity and subsection (2) does not apply until the Minister removes the 
person’s registration from the Registry in accordance with subsection 19 (1). 
Same 
(6)  If a permit activity ceases to be a permit activity, subsection (2) continues to apply to a person who holds a permit in respect 
of the activity and subsection (1) does not apply until the Minister revokes the permit in accordance with subsection 22 (7). 
Changes to the Protected Species in Ontario List 
(7)  For greater certainty, if an amendment to the Protected Species in Ontario List results in a species no longer being listed, a 
requirement under this Act in respect of that species ceases to apply to a person on the day the amendment comes into force in 
respect of any activities engaged in after that day. 

REGISTRATIONS 
Registry 
17 (1)  The Minister shall, by regulation, establish, maintain and operate a registry known in English as the Species 
Conservation Registry and in French as Registre pour la conservation des espèces. 
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Purposes 
(2)  The purposes of the Registry are to allow persons to register registerable activities and any other purposes as may be 
prescribed. 
Registrations 
18 (1)  When registering an activity in the Registry, a person shall include the prescribed information in the registration. 
Minister to provide confirmation 
(2)  If a person registers an activity in the Registry and pays any required fee, the Minister shall provide the person with a 
confirmation of registration. 
Retention of confirmation and maintenance of registration 
(3)  A person who engages in a registerable activity shall ensure that the confirmation of registration is retained and that, 
 (a) the registration is maintained and updated in accordance with the regulations, if any; 
 (b) the registration includes any data, reports, documents or other information as may be required by the Minister or as may 

be prescribed; and 
 (c) the registration includes the results of any tests or experiments relating to the registered activity as may be required by 

the Minister or as may be prescribed. 
Complete and accurate information, etc. 
(4)  If the Minister is of the opinion that any information included with a registration is incomplete, misleading or otherwise 
inaccurate, the Minister may require the person engaging in the registerable activity to file additional information that is 
complete and accurate, including additional data, reports or documents. 
Suspension or removal of registration 
19 (1)  The Minister may suspend a registration in respect of an activity or remove the registration from the Registry if, 
 (a) the person who is engaging in the activity is in contravention of this Act or the regulations; 
 (b) the past conduct of the person who is engaging in the activity, or, if the person is a corporation, the past conduct of its 

officers and directors, affords reasonable grounds to believe that the person will not engage in the activity in accordance 
with this Act or the regulations; 

 (c) the confirmation of registration was provided on the basis of misleading, mistaken, false or inaccurate information; 
 (d) the person who was engaging in the activity is no longer doing so; 
 (e) a registerable activity becomes a permit activity and, 
 (i) if an application for a permit in respect of the activity has been made, a decision under subsection 22 (1) in respect 

of the application has been made and all rights of appeal have been exhausted, or 
 (ii) an application for a permit in respect of the activity has not been made on or before the date, if any, prescribed in 

respect of the activity; 
 (f) the person who is engaging in the activity requests that their registration be removed; 
 (g) the registration is obsolete; or 
 (h) any other circumstance as may be prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council exists. 
Order 
(2)  If the Minister relies on clause (a), (b), (c), (d), (e) or (h) to suspend or remove a registration, the Minister shall do so by 
order and shall serve the order together with written reasons on the person who is or was engaging in the activity. 
Notice 
(3)  If the Minister relies on clause (f) or (g) to suspend or remove a registration, the Minister shall do so by giving written 
notice to the person who is or was engaging in the activity. 
End of suspension 
(4)  The Minister may, by giving written notice to a person mentioned in subsection (2) or (3), end a suspension of a registration 
if the Minister is satisfied that the reasons for the suspension no longer exist. 
Filing of order or notice in Registry 
20 The Minister shall file in the Registry a copy of any order issued or notice given under section 19. 
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PERMITS 
Application for permit 
21 (1)  A person may apply to the Minister for a permit to engage in one or more permit activities. 
Form 
(2)  An application under this section shall be prepared and submitted to the Minister in accordance with any prescribed 
requirements. 
Multiple sites 
(3)  If a person applies for a permit to engage in a permit activity that is to be engaged in at more than one site, the application 
may be in respect of the activity at more than one site unless the Minister requires otherwise. 
Powers of Minister 
22 (1)  After considering an application for a permit in respect of one or more permit activities at one or more sites, the Minister 
may, 
 (a) issue or refuse to issue a permit in respect of one or more of the activities at one or more of the sites; 
 (b) if the Minister issues a permit, impose conditions in the permit; 
 (c) amend an existing permit that is in effect and impose, amend or revoke the conditions or expand the scope of the permit 

to other activities or sites; 
 (d) revoke the permit in whole or in part, with or without issuing a new permit; or 
 (e) suspend a permit in whole or in part. 
Conditions 
(2)  In addition to any conditions imposed under clause (1) (b) or (c), a permit issued under this section is subject to any 
conditions prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
Same 
(3)  Without limiting the generality of subsection (2), conditions in a permit may, 
 (a) limit the time during which the permit applies; 
 (b) limit the circumstances in which the permit applies; 
 (c) require the holder of the permit to take steps specified in the permit and require that the steps be taken before engaging 

in the activity authorized by the permit; 
 (d) require the holder of the permit to provide financial security in an amount or in a form sufficient to ensure compliance 

with the permit; 
 (e) require the holder of the permit to ensure that the activity authorized by the permit, and the effects of the activity, are 

monitored in accordance with the permit; 
 (f) require the holder of the permit to rehabilitate or restore habitat damaged or destroyed by the activity authorized by the 

permit, or to provide alternative habitat for the species specified in the permit; or 
 (g) require the holder of the permit to submit reports to the Minister. 
Past conduct 
(4)  The Minister may suspend, revoke or refuse to issue a permit if the past conduct of the holder of the permit or the applicant, 
or, if the holder or applicant is a corporation, the past conduct of its officers and directors, affords reasonable grounds to believe 
that the person will not engage in the activity in accordance with this Act or the regulations. 
Minister may require information 
(5)  The Minister may require a person who applies for a permit to submit any data, reports, documents or other information 
and to carry out and report on any tests or experiments relating to any activity in respect of which the application is made. 
Minister may require consultation 
(6)  The Minister may require a person who applies for a permit to consult with the persons or entities specified by the Minister, 
in a manner specified by the Minister, before the Minister makes a decision in respect of the application. 
Exercise of powers on Minister’s initiative 
(7)  The Minister may, on the Minister’s own initiative, 
 (a) amend or revoke conditions of a permit after it has been issued; 
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 (b) impose new conditions in a permit; or 
 (c) suspend or revoke all or part of a permit. 
Consideration of applications 
(8)  The Minister is not required to consider an application for a permit that has not been prepared and submitted in accordance 
with section 21 or any prescribed requirements. 
Compliance with a permit 
(9)  A person to whom a permit is issued shall comply with the permit. 

LAWS OF OTHER JURISDICTIONS 
Activities contrary to laws of other jurisdictions 
Possession of species killed, captured etc. contrary to law in other jurisdiction 
23 (1)  No person shall possess a living or dead animal, plant or other organism, any part of a living or dead animal, plant or 
other organism or any thing derived from a living or dead animal, plant or other organism, if the thing possessed, or the animal, 
plant or other organism, 
 (a) was killed, captured, taken, possessed, collected, transported, bought, sold, leased or traded contrary to a law that is 

described in subsection (3); or 
 (b) was removed from another jurisdiction, contrary to a law of that jurisdiction that is described in subsection (3). 
Purchase, sale etc, contrary to law in other jurisdiction 
(2)  No person shall buy, sell, lease, trade or offer to buy, sell, lease or trade a living or dead animal, plant or other organism, 
any part of a living or dead animal, plant or other organism, or any thing derived from a living or dead animal, plant or other 
organism, that has been transported into Ontario if, in the jurisdiction from which the animal, plant or other organism was 
originally exported, the purchase, sale, lease or trade would be contrary to a law of that jurisdiction that is described in 
subsection (3). 
Applicable laws 
(3)  The laws referred to in subsections (1) and (2) are laws of another jurisdiction that protect animals, plants or other organisms 
that are identified as extirpated, endangered or threatened in that jurisdiction, or animals, plants or other organisms, however 
described, that are similarly at risk in that jurisdiction. 
Defence 
(4)  A person shall not be convicted of an offence for contravening subsection (1) or (2) if the person establishes that the person 
honestly and reasonably believed that the law of the other jurisdiction, 
 (a) did not prohibit the killing, capturing, taking, possessing, collecting, transporting, buying, selling, leasing or trading, as 

the case may be, of the thing that the person is alleged to have possessed or the animal, plant or other organism, in the 
case of a prosecution for contravening clause (1) (a); 

 (b) did not prohibit the removal from the other jurisdiction of the thing that the person is alleged to have possessed or the 
animal, plant or other organism, in the case of a prosecution for contravening clause (1) (b); or 

 (c) did not prohibit the purchase, sale, lease or trade, as the case may be, of the thing that the person is alleged to have 
bought, sold, leased, traded or offered to buy, sell, lease or trade, in the case of a prosecution for contravening subsection 
(2). 

Interpretation 
(5)  Subsection 2 (3) applies, with necessary modifications, to the references in this section to animals, plants and other 
organisms. 

CODES OF PRACTICE AND THE SPECIES CONSERVATION PROGRAM 
Codes of practice, etc. 
24 The Minister may establish codes of practice, standards or guidelines with respect to the protection and conservation of 
species that are listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List and their habitat. 
Species Conservation Program 
25 (1)  The program known in English as the Species Conservation Program and in French as Programme de conservation des 
espèces is continued. 
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Purpose 
(2)  The purpose of the program is to promote protection and conservation activities that relate to species classified by 
COSSARO in a report submitted under section 12 or 13, including, 
 (a) the preservation and rehabilitation of habitat, and the enhancement of other areas so that they can become habitat; 
 (b) public education and outreach programs relating to conservation; and 
 (c) other activities to assist in the protection and conservation of species. 
Grants 
(3)  As part of the program, the Minister may make grants for the purpose described in subsection (2). 

PART IV 
ENFORCEMENT 

PROVINCIAL OFFICERS 
Production of identification 
26 A provincial officer who is acting under this Act shall, on request, produce identification. 
Power to require response to inquiries 
27 (1)  For the purposes of determining if a person is in compliance with this Act or the regulations, a provincial officer may, 
at any reasonable time and with any reasonable assistance, require the person, or any person employed by or providing services 
to the person, to respond to reasonable inquiries. 
Same 
(2)  For the purposes of subsection (1), a provincial officer may make inquiries by any means of communication. 
Production of document 
(3)  In requiring a person to respond to an inquiry under subsection (1), a provincial officer may require the production of any 
document or data, in any form, required to be kept under this Act and any other document or data, in any form, related to the 
purpose of the inquiry. 
Records in electronic form 
(4)  If a record is retained in electronic form, a provincial officer may require that a copy of it be provided either on paper or 
electronically, or both. 
Necessary force 
28 A provincial officer may use whatever force is reasonably necessary to exercise any of their powers under this Act. 
Incidental authority to pass through 
29 A provincial officer who has the power to enter any land, building or other place under this Act, and any person authorized 
under this Act to accompany the provincial officer, may enter and pass through other private property for the purpose of 
reaching the land, building or other place. 
Exemptions from Act, provincial officers 
30 The Minister may, for the purpose of inspections and other law enforcement activities under this Act, exempt a provincial 
officer from the application of any provision of this Act, subject to such conditions as the Minister considers necessary and 
shall set out such exemptions in a designation made under subsection 5 (1). 
Compliance with inspections, etc. 
Obstruction 
31 (1)  No person shall hinder or obstruct any provincial officer or any employee in or agent of the Ministry in the performance 
of their duties under this Act. 
False information 
(2)  No person shall orally, in writing or electronically, give or submit false or misleading information in any statement, 
document or data, to any provincial officer, the Minister, the Ministry, any employee in or agent of the Ministry or any person 
involved in carrying out a program of the Ministry, in respect of any matter related to this Act or the regulations. 
Same 
(3)  No person shall include false or misleading information in any document or data required to be created, stored or submitted 
under this Act or the regulations. 
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Refusal to provide information 
(4)  No person shall refuse to provide any provincial officer, the Minister, the Ministry or any employee in or agent of the 
Ministry with information required for the purposes of this Act or the regulations. 

INSPECTIONS 
Inspections to determine compliance 
32 (1)  A provincial officer may enter and inspect any land or other place without a warrant for the purpose of determining 
whether there is compliance with any of the following provisions: 
 1. Section 15, subsection 16 (1) or (2) or section 23. 
 2. Any provision of a permit. 
 3. Any provision of an order issued under section 36, 37, 38, 39 or 54. 
 4. Any provision of the regulations. 
Dwellings 
(2)  Subsection (1) does not authorize the provincial officer to enter a building or part of a building that is being used as a 
dwelling. 
Warrant; compliance with permits, orders 
(3)  On application without notice, a justice may issue a warrant authorizing a provincial officer to enter and inspect any land 
or other place, including a building or part of a building that is being used as a dwelling, if the justice is satisfied by information 
under oath that there are reasonable grounds to believe that, 
 (a) an inspection under this section would assist in determining whether there is compliance with a provision referred to in 

subsection (1); and 
 (b) entry has been refused or is likely to be refused. 
Duration 
(4)  A warrant issued under subsection (3) is valid for 30 days or for such shorter period as may be specified in it. 
Further warrants 
(5)  A justice may issue further warrants under subsection (3). 
Time of entry 
(6)  An entry under this section shall be made at a time that is reasonable in view of any activity that is conducted on the land 
or in the place. 
Powers during inspection 
(7)  During an inspection under this section, the provincial officer may, 
 (a) be accompanied and assisted by any person authorized by the provincial officer; 
 (b) inspect any thing that is relevant to the inspection; 
 (c) use or cause to be used any computer or other device that contains or is able to retrieve information, for the purpose of 

examining information contained in or available to the computer or other device, and produce or cause to be produced a 
printout or other output from the computer or other device; 

 (d) conduct any tests, take any measurements, take any specimens or samples, set up any equipment and make any 
photographic or other records that may be relevant to the inspection; and 

 (e) ask questions that may be relevant to the inspection. 
Provision of information 
(8)  A person shall, during an inspection under this section, provide information requested by the provincial officer that is 
relevant to the inspection. 
Copies 
(9)  The provincial officer may make copies of any thing inspected or produced during the inspection. 
Removal 
(10)  The provincial officer may remove any thing for the purpose of making copies or of further inspection, but the copying 
or further inspection shall be carried out with reasonable dispatch and any thing removed shall be returned promptly to the 
person from whom it was taken unless it is not reasonable for the person to expect the thing to be returned. 
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Inspection of vehicles, boats, aircraft 
33 (1)  A provincial officer may stop a vehicle, boat or aircraft if the officer has reasonable grounds to believe that stopping 
the vehicle, boat or aircraft would assist in determining whether there is compliance with any of the following provisions: 
 1. Section 15, subsection 16 (1) or (2) or section 23. 
 2. Any provision of a permit. 
 3. Any provision of an order issued under section 36, 37, 38, 39 or 54. 
 4. Any provision of the regulations. 
Operator to stop 
(2)  On the provincial officer’s signal to stop, the operator of the vehicle, boat or aircraft shall immediately stop and produce 
for inspection any thing requested by the officer that is relevant to the purpose for which the vehicle, boat or aircraft was 
stopped. 
Stop signals 
(3)  For the purpose of subsection (2), signals to stop include, 
 (a) intermittent flashes of red light, in the case of a vehicle; 
 (b) intermittent flashes of blue light, in the case of a boat; and 
 (c) a hand signal to stop, in the case of a vehicle or boat. 
Searches with respect to offences 
34 (1)  On application without notice, a justice may issue a warrant authorizing a provincial officer to use any investigative 
technique or procedure or to do any thing described in the warrant if the justice is satisfied by information under oath that there 
are reasonable grounds to believe that an offence under this Act has been or is being committed and that evidence concerning 
the offence will be obtained through the use of the technique or procedure or the doing of the thing. 
Assistance 
(2)  The warrant may authorize any person specified in the warrant to accompany and assist the provincial officer in the 
execution of the warrant. 
Warrant, authorized activities 
(3)  The warrant shall authorize the provincial officer to enter and search the building or other place for which the warrant was 
issued and, without limiting the powers of the justice under subsection (1), the warrant may, in respect of the alleged offence, 
authorize the provincial officer to conduct any tests, take any measurements, take any specimens or samples, set up any 
equipment, make any excavations and make any photographic or other records that may be relevant to the search. 
Duration 
(4)  The warrant is valid for 30 days or for such shorter period as may be specified in it. 
Further warrants 
(5)  A justice may issue further warrants under subsection (1). 
Part VIII of the Provincial Offences Act 
(6)  Subsections (1) to (5) do not prevent a provincial officer from obtaining a search warrant under Part VIII of the Provincial 
Offences Act. 
Searches without warrant 
(7)  If a provincial officer has reasonable grounds to believe that there is in a building or other place any thing that will afford 
evidence of an offence under this Act but that the time required to obtain a warrant would lead to the loss, removal or destruction 
of the evidence, the provincial officer may, without a warrant, enter and search the building or other place. 
Dwellings 
(8)  Subsection (7) does not apply to a building or part of a building that is being used as a dwelling. 
Computers, etc. 
(9)  A provincial officer who is conducting a search that is authorized by a warrant or by subsection (7) may, for the purpose 
of examining information contained in or available to any computer or other device that contains or is able to retrieve 
information, use or cause to be used the computer or other device and produce or cause to be produced a printout or other 
output from the computer or other device. 
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Seizure and forfeiture 
35 (1)  A provincial officer who is lawfully in a building or other place may, without a warrant, seize any thing that the officer 
has reasonable grounds to believe, 
 (a) has been obtained by the commission of an offence under this Act; 
 (b) has been used in the commission of an offence under this Act; 
 (c) will afford evidence of the commission of an offence under this Act; or 
 (d) is intermixed with a thing referred to in clause (a), (b) or (c). 
Presence pursuant to warrant 
(2)  If the provincial officer is in the building or other place pursuant to a warrant, subsection (1) applies to any thing, whether 
or not it is specified in the warrant. 
Safekeeping 
(3)  A provincial officer shall deliver any thing that they seize to a person authorized by the Minister for safekeeping. 
Leaving with occupant 
(4)  Despite subsection (3), a provincial officer may leave a thing that they seize in the custody of the occupant of the building 
or other place in which it was seized. 
Occupant to safeguard 
(5)  If any thing is left in the custody of an occupant under subsection (4), the occupant shall safeguard the thing until, 
 (a) a provincial officer removes the thing; 
 (b) the occupant is notified by a provincial officer that the investigation has concluded and that a charge will not be laid; or 
 (c) the defendant is acquitted or the charge is dismissed or withdrawn, if a charge is laid and the charge is finally disposed 

of. 
Thing taken before justice 
(6)  Subsections (3) and (4) do not apply to a thing that is required to be carried before a justice by a search warrant issued 
under Part VIII of the Provincial Offences Act. 
Return of seized things 
(7)  Any thing seized and not forfeited under this section shall be returned to the person from whom it was seized if, 
 (a) a charge is not laid at the conclusion of the investigation; or 
 (b) a charge is laid but, when the charge is finally disposed of, the defendant is acquitted or the charge is dismissed or 

withdrawn. 
Payment of fine 
(8)  If a person is convicted of an offence and a fine is imposed, 
 (a) a thing seized in connection with the offence and not forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario under this section shall 

not be returned until the fine has been paid; and 
 (b) if payment of the fine is in default within the meaning of section 69 of the Provincial Offences Act, a justice may order 

that the thing be forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario. 
Forfeiture if identity unknown 
(9)  If the identity of the person from whom a thing was seized has not been ascertained within 30 days after the seizure, the 
thing is forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario. 
Forfeiture of dead animals, etc. 
(10)  Despite any order under Part VIII of the Provincial Offences Act, any dead animal, plant or other organism that is seized 
is forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario if, in the opinion of the person who has custody of it, it is likely to spoil. 
Forfeiture of live animals, etc. 
(11)  Despite any order under Part VIII of the Provincial Offences Act, any live animal, plant or other organism that is seized 
is forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario if, in the opinion of the person who has custody of it, it cannot properly be 
maintained in custody. 
Forfeiture on conviction 
(12)  If a person is convicted of an offence under this Act, 
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 (a) any animal, plant or other organism seized in connection with the offence, and any cage, shelter or other container seized 
in connection with the animal, plant or other organism, are forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario; and 

 (b) the justice may order that any other thing seized in connection with the offence be forfeited to the Crown in right of 
Ontario. 

Application of subs. (12) 
(13)  Subsection (12) applies in addition to any other penalty. 
Forfeiture if possession is an offence 
(14)  On motion in a proceeding under the Provincial Offences Act, or on application in accordance with the rules of court 
applicable to applications under that Act, a justice shall determine whether possession of a thing seized is an offence under this 
Act and, if it is, the justice shall order that the thing be forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario. 
Application of subs. (14) 
(15)  Subsection (14) applies whether or not a charge is laid in respect of the thing seized and, if a charge is laid, subsection 
(14) applies even if the defendant is acquitted or the charge is dismissed or withdrawn. 
Disposition of forfeited thing 
(16)  A thing forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario shall be disposed of in accordance with the directions of the Minister. 
Application by person with interest 
(17)  If a thing is forfeited to the Crown in right of Ontario following a conviction under this Act, a person who claims an 
interest in the thing and who is not the person from whom the thing was seized or the person who was convicted may apply to 
a justice, not later than 30 days after the thing is forfeited, on notice to the Minister and to the person from whom the thing was 
seized, for an order directing that the thing be released to the person claiming the interest. 
Conditions 
(18)  An order issued under subsection (17) is subject to such conditions as may be imposed by the justice. 
Exception 
(19)  Subsections (17) and (18) do not apply to a thing forfeited under subsection (10) or (11). 
Interpretation 
(20)  Subsection 2 (3) applies, with necessary modifications, to the references in this section to animals, plants and other 
organisms, and those references include references to any part of an animal, plant or other organism. 

ORDERS 
Mitigation order 
36 (1)  The Minister may issue an order described in subsection (2) to any of the following persons engaging in a section 16 
activity, if the Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that the actions are necessary or advisable to mitigate any potential 
adverse effect on a species or its habitat resulting from the activity: 
 1. A person who holds a permit in respect of the activity. 
 2. A person who has registered the activity in the Registry. 
 3. A person to whom subsection 16 (1) or (2), as applicable, does not apply in respect of the activity. 
 4. Any other person prescribed by the Lieutenant Governor in Council. 
Contents 
(2)  The order shall require a person mentioned in subsection (1) to take one or more of the following actions within the time 
and in the manner specified in the order: 
 1. Engage contractors or consultants satisfactory to the Minister or a provincial officer to prepare a plan or carry out 

requirements. 
 2. Secure, by means of locks, gates, fences, security guards or other means, any land, place, thing or species specified in 

the order. 
 3. Obtain, construct, install or modify the things, devices, equipment or facilities specified in the order at the locations and 

in the manner specified in the order. 
 4. Sample, test, measure, monitor or report in respect of a species specified in the order or its habitat, including describing 

the presence or status of the species or its habitat. 
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 5. Prevent, mitigate, address or avoid any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its habitat, including action 
to rehabilitate or restore any habitat damaged or destroyed or to provide for alternative habitat. 

 6. Study, monitor or report on any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its habitat or the effectiveness of 
any of the requirements in the order to prevent, mitigate or remedy any adverse effect. 

 7. Any other action specified in the order necessary to mitigate any adverse effect on a species specified in the order or its 
habitat. 

Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
 (a) identify the species or habitat that the order relates to; 
 (b) briefly describe the reasons for the order and the circumstances on which the reasons are based, including the nature of 

the activity and the effect of the activity on the species or its habitat; and 
 (c) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with Part V. 
Habitat protection order 
37 (1)  The Minister may issue an order described in subsection (2) in either of the following circumstances: 
 1. A regulation made under clause 65 (1) (b) limits the definition of “habitat” in respect of a species and the Minister has 

reasonable grounds to believe that a person is engaging in or about to engage in an activity that results in or is likely to 
result in damage or destruction to an area that would otherwise be habitat for the species. 

 2. A species not listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List is classified in a report submitted under section 12 or 13 as 
extirpated, endangered or threatened and the Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that a person is engaging in or 
about to engage in an activity that results in or is likely to result in damage to or destruction of the species’ habitat. 

Contents of order 
(2)  The order shall require a person mentioned in subsection (1) to take one or more of the following actions within the time 
and in the manner specified in the order: 
 1. If the activity has not commenced, do not engage in the activity. 
 2. Stop engaging in the activity. 
 3. Engage in the activity in accordance with directions set out in the order. 
 4. Take steps set out in the order to rehabilitate or restore any area damaged or destroyed by the activity or to provide for 

alternative habitat. 
Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
 (a) identify the species and habitat that the order relates to; 
 (b) briefly describe the nature of the activity and the important features of the area affected by the activity; and 
 (c) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with Part V. 
Species Protection Order 
38 (1)  If the Minister receives a report from COSSARO classifying a species as extirpated, endangered or threatened and the 
species is not listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List, the Minister may issue an order described in subsection (2) if the 
Minister has reasonable grounds to believe that a person is engaging in or about to engage in an activity that results in or is 
likely to result in a significant adverse effect on the species. 
Contents of order 
(2)  The order shall require a person mentioned in subsection (1) to take one or more of the following actions within the time 
and in the manner specified in the order: 
 1. If the activity has not commenced, do not engage in the activity. 
 2. Stop engaging in the activity. 
 3. Engage in the activity in accordance with directions set out in the order. 
 4. Take steps set out in the order to address the significant adverse effect of the activity on the species. 
Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
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 (a) identify the species to which the order relates; 
 (b) briefly describe the nature of the activity and the significant adverse effect of the activity on the species; and 
 (c) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with Part V. 
Contravention order 
39 (1)  A provincial officer may issue an order requiring a person to take one or more of the actions set out in subsection (2) 
within the time and in the manner specified in the order if the provincial officer has reasonable grounds to believe that the 
person is engaging in, previously engaged in or is about to engage in an activity that results in or is likely to result in a 
contravention of any of the following provisions: 
 1. Section 15, subsection 16 (1) or (2) or section 23. 
 2. Subsection 22 (9) in respect of any provision of a permit. 
 3. Section 41 in respect of any provision of an order issued under section 36, 37 or 38. 
 4. Subsection 54 (2) in respect of any provision of an order issued under subsection 54 (1). 
 5. Any provision of the regulations. 
Contents 
(2)  The following are the actions mentioned in subsection (1): 
 1. Stop engaging in or not engage in the activity. 
 2. Take steps to prevent, mitigate, address or avoid any adverse effect of the activity on the species specified in the order. 
 3. Take steps to rehabilitate or restore any area damaged or destroyed by the activity or to provide for alternative habitat. 
 4. Engage contractors or consultants satisfactory to the provincial officer to prepare a plan or carry out requirements. 
 5. Secure, by means of locks, gates, fences, security guards or other means any land, place, thing or species specified in 

the order. 
 6. Obtain, construct, install or modify the things, devices, equipment or facilities specified in the order at the locations and 

in the manner specified in the order. 
 7. Sample, test, measure, monitor or report in respect of a species specified in the order or its habitat, including, describing 

the presence or status of the species or its habitat. 
 8. Take all steps necessary to achieve compliance with the provision. 
 9. Prevent the commission, continuation or repetition of the contravention. 
Information to be included in order 
(3)  The order shall, 
 (a) specify the provision that the provincial officer believes is being, has been or may be contravened; 
 (b) identify the species or habitat that the order relates to; 
 (c) briefly describe the nature of the contravention and its location; and 
 (d) state that a hearing on the order may be required in accordance with Part V. 
Service of orders 
40 (1)  An order issued under subsection 19 (2) or section 36, 37, 38 or 39 shall be served, 
 (a) personally; 
 (b) by mail addressed to the person to whom the order is issued at the person’s last known address; 
 (c) in the case of an order issued under subsection 19 (2), by filing a copy of the order on the Registry in accordance with 

section 20; or 
 (d) in accordance with the regulations, if any. 
Mail 
(2)  An order served by mail shall be deemed to have been served on the fifth day after the day of mailing, unless the person 
served establishes that the person did not, acting in good faith, through absence, accident, illness or other cause beyond the 
person’s control, receive the order until a later date. 
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Effective date 
(3)  An order mentioned in subsection (1) takes effect when it is served, or at such later time as is specified in the order. 
Compliance with orders 
41 (1)  A person who is served with an order under section 40 shall comply with the order. 
Exception 
(2)  Subsection (1) does not apply in respect of an order issued under subsection 19 (2). 

PART V 
APPEALS 

Appeal of permit or order 
42 (1)  A person may require a hearing by the Tribunal if, 
 (a) the Minister takes an action set out in subsection 22 (1) or (7) in respect of a permit issued to the person; or 
 (b) the Minister or a provincial officer issues an order under subsection 19 (2) or section 36, 37, 38 or 39 to the person or 

amends such an order. 
Same 
(2)  The person may require the hearing by written notice served on the Minister or provincial officer, as applicable, and on the 
Tribunal, within 15 days after the action in respect of the permit is taken or the person is served with the order. 
Failure or refusal to issue, etc. 
(3)  Failure or refusal to issue, amend or revoke an order is not itself an order. 
Extension of time for requiring hearing 
43 The Tribunal shall extend the time in which a person may give a notice under subsection 42 (2) requiring a hearing if, in the 
Tribunal’s opinion, it is just to do so because the person establishes that they, acting in good faith, did not receive notice of the 
permit or order or received it on a later date because of a reason beyond the person’s control, including absence, accident, 
disability or illness. 
Contents of notice requiring hearing 
44 (1)  An applicant for a hearing by the Tribunal shall state in the notice requiring the hearing, 
 (a) the portions of the permit or order in respect of which the hearing is required; and 
 (b) the grounds on which the applicant intends to rely at the hearing. 
Effect of contents of notice 
(2)  Except with leave of the Tribunal, at a hearing by the Tribunal, an applicant is not entitled to appeal a portion of the permit 
or order, or to rely on a ground, that is not stated in the applicant’s notice requiring the hearing. 
Leave by Tribunal 
(3)  The Tribunal may grant the leave referred to in subsection (2) if the Tribunal is of the opinion that to do so is proper in the 
circumstances, and it may give such directions as it considers proper consequent on the granting of the leave. 
No stay on appeal 
45 (1)  The commencement of a proceeding before the Tribunal does not stay the operation of the portions of a permit or order 
under appeal unless the Tribunal orders otherwise. 
Tribunal may grant stay 
(2)  The Tribunal may, on the application of a party to a proceeding before it, stay the operation of the portions of a permit or 
order described in subsection (1). 
Right to apply to remove stay: new circumstances 
(3)  A party to a proceeding may apply for the removal of a stay that was granted under subsection (2) if relevant circumstances 
have changed or have become known to the party since the stay was granted, and the Tribunal may grant the application. 
Right to apply to remove stay: new party 
(4)  A person who is made a party to a proceeding after a stay is granted under subsection (2) may, at the time the person is 
made a party, apply for the removal of the stay, and the Tribunal may grant the application. 
Parties 
46 The following persons are parties to the proceeding: 

Page 103 of 114



 58 

 1. The person requiring the hearing. 
 2. The provincial officer, if the officer issued the order being appealed. 
 3. The Minister, if the Minister issued the permit or order being appealed. 
 4. Any other person specified by the Tribunal. 
Powers of Tribunal 
47 A hearing by the Tribunal shall be a new hearing and the Tribunal may confirm, amend or revoke the action of the Minister 
or provincial officer that is the subject matter of the hearing and, for such purposes, the Tribunal may substitute its opinion for 
that of the Minister or provincial officer, as applicable. 
Appeals from Tribunal 
48 (1)  Any party to a hearing before the Tribunal under this Act may appeal from its decision on a question of law to the 
Divisional Court, with leave of the Divisional Court, in accordance with the rules of court. 
Decision of Tribunal not automatically stayed on appeal 
(2)  An appeal of a decision of the Tribunal to the Divisional Court under this section does not stay the operation of the decision, 
unless the Tribunal orders otherwise. 
Divisional Court may grant or set aside stay 
(3)  If a decision of the Tribunal is appealed to the Divisional Court under this section, the Divisional Court may, 
 (a) stay the operation of the decision; or 
 (b) set aside a stay ordered by the Tribunal under subsection (2). 

PART VI 
OFFENCES AND PENALTIES 

Offences 
49 (1)  A person is guilty of an offence if the person contravenes any of the following provisions: 
 1. Section 15, subsection 16 (1) or (2), 18 (3), 22 (9), 23 (1) or (2), section 31, subsection 33 (2), section 41 or subsection 

54 (2). 
 2. Any provision of the regulations. 
Attempts 
(2)  A person who attempts to do anything that would be an offence under this Act is guilty of that offence. 
Corporations 
50 If a corporation commits an offence under this Act, an officer, director, employee or agent of the corporation who directed, 
authorized, assented to, acquiesced in or participated in the commission of the offence is party to and guilty of the offence and 
is liable on conviction to the punishment provided for the offence, whether or not the corporation has been prosecuted for the 
offence. 
Employers and principals 
51 In a prosecution for an offence under this Act, it is sufficient proof of the offence to establish that it was committed by an 
employee or agent of the defendant acting in the course of employment or agency, whether or not the employee or agent is 
identified or has been prosecuted for the offence, unless the defendant establishes that, 
 (a) the offence was committed without the knowledge of the defendant; and 
 (b) the offence was committed without the consent of the defendant. 
Defence 
52 A person shall not be convicted of an offence under this Act if the person establishes that, 
 (a) the person exercised all due diligence to prevent the commission of the offence; or 
 (b) the person honestly and reasonably believed in the existence of facts that, if true, would render the person’s conduct 

innocent. 
Penalties 
53 (1)  A person convicted of an offence under this Act is liable, 
 (a) in the case of a first offence under this Act, 
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 (i) to a fine of not more than $1,000,000, in the case of a corporation, or 
 (ii) to a fine of not more than $250,000 or to imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or to both, in the case 

of any other person; and 
 (b) in the case of a second or subsequent offence under this Act, 
 (i) to a fine of not more than $2,000,000, in the case of a corporation, or 
 (ii) to a fine of not more than $500,000 or to imprisonment for a term of not more than one year, or to both, in the case 

of any other person. 
More than one animal, plant, etc. 
(2)  Despite subsection (1), if an offence involves more than one animal, plant or other organism, the maximum fine that may 
be imposed is the amount that would otherwise apply under subsection (1), multiplied by the number of animals, plants and 
other organisms that are involved. 
Monetary benefit 
(3)  The court that convicts a person of an offence under this Act, in addition to any other penalty imposed by the court, may 
increase a fine imposed on the person by an amount equal to the amount of the monetary benefit that was acquired by or that 
accrued to the person as a result of the commission of the offence, despite the maximum fine specified in subsection (1) or (2). 
Order for compliance 
54 (1)  The court that convicts a person of an offence under this Act may, in addition to imposing a fine or imprisonment, issue 
any of the following orders against the person: 
 1. An order not to engage in any activity that could, in the opinion of the court, result in the continuation or repetition of 

the offence. 
 2. An order to take any action that the court considers appropriate to remedy or avoid any adverse effect to a species that 

resulted or may result from the commission of the offence, including action to rehabilitate or restore habitat damaged or 
destroyed by the offence or to provide for alternative habitat. 

 3. An order to pay the Government of Ontario or any other person for all or part of any costs incurred to remedy or avoid 
any adverse effect to a species that resulted or may result from the commission of the offence, including action to 
rehabilitate or restore habitat damaged or destroyed by the offence or to provide for alternative habitat. 

 4. An order to pay any person an amount for the purpose of assisting in the protection or conservation of the species in 
respect of which the offence was committed. 

 5. An order to take such other steps as are specified in the order to comply with this Act. 
 6. An order to pay all or part of any expenses incurred by the Minister or any other person with respect to the seizure, 

storage or disposition of any thing seized in connection with the offence. 
Compliance with order 
(2)  A person shall comply with an order issued under this section. 
Failure to comply 
(3)  If a person fails to comply with an order to take action under paragraph 2 of subsection (1), the Minister may take such 
action as the Minister considers appropriate to implement the order, and any cost or expense incurred by the Minister is a debt 
due to the Crown in right of Ontario and may be recovered by the Minister in a court of competent jurisdiction in an action 
against the person. 
Presiding judge 
55 The Crown in right of Ontario may, by notice to the clerk of the Ontario Court of Justice, require that a provincial judge 
preside over a prosecution for an offence under this Act. 
Limitation period 
56 A prosecution for an offence under this Act shall not be commenced more than five years after the offence was committed. 
Similar species 
57 In a prosecution under this Act, 
 (a) a living or dead animal, plant or other organism that is not easily distinguishable from a member of a species that is 

listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List is deemed, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, to be a member of 
that species; and 
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 (b) a part of a living or dead animal, plant or other organism that is not easily distinguishable from a part of a member of a 
species that is listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List is deemed, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, to be 
a part of a member of that species. 

Proof of inspected or seized things 
58 In a prosecution under this Act, a copy of a document or other thing purporting to be certified by a provincial officer as a 
true copy of a document or other thing inspected or seized under this Act or Part VIII of the Provincial Offences Act is 
admissible in evidence as proof, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, of the document or other thing. 
Evidence of documents 
59 (1)  In this section, 
“official document” means, 
 (a) a permit, order, notice or confirmation of registration under this Act, 
 (b) a certificate as to service of a document mentioned in clause (a), 
 (c) a certificate as to the custody of any book, record or report or as to the custody of any other document, or 
 (d) a certificate as to whether or not any document or notification was received or issued by the Minister or the Ministry 

under this Act. 
Official documents as evidence 
(2)  An official document that purports to be signed by the Minister or an employee in the Ministry shall be received in evidence 
in any proceeding as proof, in the absence of evidence to the contrary, of the facts stated in the official document without proof 
of the signature or position of the person appearing to have signed the official document. 

PART VII 
MISCELLANEOUS 

Information for public 
60 (1)  The Minister shall ensure that the following information is made available to the public: 
 1. General information about this Act and the regulations. 
 2. The most recent information that the Minister has received from COSSARO under subsection 10 (3). 
 3. All reports submitted to the Minister by COSSARO under sections 12 and 13. 
 4. General information about the enforcement of this Act. 
Publication of COSSARO reports 
(2)  COSSARO reports that are required to be made available to the public under paragraph 3 of subsection (1) shall be made 
available no later than 90 days after the report is submitted. 
Information that could lead to contravention 
61 Nothing in this Act requires the Minister to make information available to the public or otherwise disclose information if 
doing so could reasonably be expected to lead to a contravention of section 15, subsection 16 (1) or (2) or 23 (1) or (2). 
Personal information 
62 The Ministry may, for the purposes of this Act, collect personal information within the meaning of section 38 of the Freedom 
of Information and Protection of Privacy Act. 
Incorporation by reference 
63 (1)  A regulation may incorporate, in whole or in part and with such changes as the Minister or the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council considers necessary, a document, including a code, formula, standard, protocol, procedure or guideline, as the 
document may be amended or remade from time to time. 
Same 
(2)  An amendment to a document referred to in subsection (1), or a remade version of such a document, has no effect until the 
Ministry publishes notice of the amendment or remade document in The Ontario Gazette or in the registry under the 
Environmental Bill of Rights, 1993. 
Regulations 
64 (1)  The Minister may make regulations, 
 (a) prescribing anything that is referred to in this Act as prescribed or as otherwise dealt with in the regulations, other than 

by the Lieutenant Governor in Council; 
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 (b) prescribing section 16 activities for the purposes of subsection 16 (2); 
 (c) governing the establishment, operation and maintenance of the Registry, including, 
 (i) governing registrations, including requiring electronic registrations, and procedures for registering, which may 

include designating a person responsible for establishing procedures, 
 (ii) governing the maintenance of registrations and prescribing any information, reports, records or documents to be 

included in registrations, 
 (iii) prescribing the timing and requirements relating to periodic updating of registrations, 
 (iv) governing registrable activities, 
 (v) requiring persons with qualifications specified in the regulations to provide certifications as part of registrations, 
 (vi) governing certifications mentioned in subclause (v), 
 (vii) governing the suspension or removal of registrations, 
 (viii) governing requirements for financial assurance and methods of calculating financial assurance in respect of 

registrable activities and prescribing measures for which financial assurance may be required, 
 (ix) requiring persons prescribed by the regulations to carry insurance, specifying the insurance that is required to be 

carried and specifying limits and conditions respecting insurance coverage; 
 (d) requiring persons who have been issued an instrument under this Act or any other specified persons to prepare, store and 

submit prescribed documents, information, data or reports and respecting the methods of creating, storing and submitting 
them; 

 (e) providing for the preparation and signing of documents and reports by electronic means, the filing of documents and 
reports by direct electronic transmission and the printing of documents and reports filed by direct electronic transmission. 

Same, permit activities 
(2)  Without limiting the generality of clause (1) (b), a regulation made under that clause may describe a prescribed section 16 
activity in terms of, 
 (a) the species affected by the activity; 
 (b) the geographic area of the activity; 
 (c) the temporal nature of the activity, for example prescribing an activity in respect of a particular time of day or year; 
 (d) the purpose of the activity; 
 (e) the stage in the development of a species affected by the activity; 
 (f) the persons or class of persons engaging in the activity; or 
 (g) the circumstances in which the activity is engaged. 
Regulations, Lieutenant Governor in Council 
65 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations, 
 (a) prescribing anything that is referred to in this Act as prescribed or as otherwise dealt with in the regulations made by the 

Lieutenant Governor in Council; 
 (b) limiting the application of “habitat” as defined in subsection 2 (1) in respect of one or more specified species that are 

listed on the Protected Species in Ontario List; 
 (c) defining “adverse effect”, “alternative habitat”, “in the wild”, “significant adverse effect” and “site” for the purposes of 

this Act; 
 (d) governing any transitional matters that may arise in connection with the application of this Act or the regulations; 
 (e) respecting any matter that the Lieutenant Governor in Council considers advisable to effectively carry out the purpose 

of this Act other than a matter mentioned in section 64. 
Same, excepted registerable activities 
(2)  Without limiting the generality of clause (1) (a), a regulation made under that clause for the purposes of paragraph 4 of 
subsection 16 (3) may, 
 (a) describe a prescribed section 16 activity in terms of, 
 (i) the species affected by the activity, 
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 (ii) the geographic area of the activity, 
 (iii) the temporal nature of the activity, for example prescribing an activity in respect of a particular time of day or year, 
 (iv) the purpose of the activity, 
 (v) the stage in the development of a species affected by the activity, 
 (vi) the persons or class of persons engaging in the activity, or 
 (vii) the circumstances in which the activity is engaged; and 
 (b) in the case of a permit activity, 
 (i) prescribe conditions requiring the activity to be registered in the Registry in accordance with the regulations, and 
 (ii) prescribe provisions of this Act and the regulations that would not otherwise apply in respect of the permit activity 

to apply. 

PART VIII 
TRANSITION 

Agency under the Endangered Species Act, 2007 
Continued immunity of Crown 
66 (1)  For greater certainty, subsections 20.18 (1) to (3) of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 continue to apply in respect of 
any act or omission of the Agency or its officers, directors or employees done under the authority of that Act before its repeal. 
Unpaid judgments against Agency 
(2)  The Minister of Finance shall pay from the Consolidated Revenue Fund the amount of any judgement against the Agency 
that remains unpaid after the day the Endangered Species Act, 2007 is repealed. 
Species Conservation Account 
(3)  Amounts not exceeding the balance in the Species Conservation Account established under the Endangered Species Act, 
2007 may be charged to the account and paid out of the Consolidated Revenue Fund for the purpose of funding activities that 
further the purposes of this Act. 
Definitions 
(4)  In this section, 
“Agency” and “Fund” have the same meaning as in subsection 2 (1) of the Endangered Species Act, 2007, as that subsection 

read immediately before it was repealed. 
Transitional regulations 
67 (1)  The Lieutenant Governor in Council may make regulations governing any transitional matters that may arise from the 
enactment of this Act or the repeal of any provision of the Endangered Species Act, 2007, including, 
 (a) governing proceedings commenced but not finally disposed of under the Endangered Species Act, 2007, including 

providing for their termination; 
 (b) providing for the continued application, on a transitional basis, of any provision of the Endangered Species Act, 2007 or 

any provision of a regulation that is revoked by this Act, as the provision read immediately before its repeal or revocation, 
with such modifications as may be specified. 

Same 
(2)  In the event of a conflict between a regulation made under subsection (1) and this Act, the regulation prevails to the extent 
of the conflict. 

PART IX 
REPEAL, REVOCATIONS, COMMENCEMENT AND SHORT TITLE 

Endangered Species Act, 2007 
68 The Endangered Species Act, 2007 is repealed. 
Revocations 
69 The following regulations are revoked: 
 1. Ontario Regulation 230/08. 
 2. Ontario Regulation 242/08. 
 3. Ontario Regulation 651/21. 
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 4. Ontario Regulation 656/21. 
 5. Ontario Regulation 829/21. 
 6. Ontario Regulation 830/21. 
 7. Ontario Regulation 832/21. 
 8. Ontario Regulation 6/24. 
Commencement 
70 The Act set out in this Schedule comes into force on a day to be named by order of the Lieutenant Governor in 
Council. 
Short title 
71 The short title of the Act set out in this Schedule is the Species Conservation Act, 2025. 
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Municipality of North Grenville

June 4, 2025

Please be advised that, at their regular meeting on June 3, 2025, Council of the
Municipality of North Grenville adopted the following resolution:

Title: Bill 5: Protecting Ontario By Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025
Date: June 3. 2025

WHEREAS the Government of Ontario has introduced 6/7,5: Protecting Ontario by
Unleashing Our Economy Act, 2025, which proposes substantial changes to
environmental planning policies, including replacing the Endangered Species Act with a
new framework that reduces protections for at-risk species, and enabling the creation of
Special Economic Zones that may override local planning authority and environmental
oversight;

AND WHEREAS the Municipality of North Grenville supports increasing housing supply
and economic growth, but believes this must be done in a way that upholds
environmental responsibility and maintains the integrity of local planning processes;

AND WHEREAS Bill 5, as proposed, weakens safeguards for natural heritage systems,
threatening biodiversity, and diminishing the authority of municipalities to manage
growth in accordance with local needs and official plans;

AND WHEREAS the Municipality of North Grenville urges the Government of Ontario to
recommit to upholding the rights of indigenous Peoples as affirmed in Canadian law
through the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Indigenous Peoples Act and
engage in transparent inclusive consultations with Indigenous Nations and civil society
before tabling new development legislation;

AND WHEREAS Special Economic Zones would allow the Province to unilaterally
override municipal decision-making by exempting Special Economic Zones from
Municipal By-laws;

AND WHEREAS the use of Special Economic Zones to bypass local deliberation on
proposed projects may not deliver on the promise of supporting economic growth;

MUNICIPALIT/ OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNT/ ROAD 44, PO BOX 130, KEMPTVfLLE/ ON KOG UO T(613)2 5 8-9569 EXT 219 F(613)258-9620
clerk@northgrenville.on.ca
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THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT Council of the Municipality of North Grenville:

1. Opposes all provisions in Bill 5 that reduce environmental protections and
Ontario's proud legacy of protections of endangered species, that override the
rule of law and that nullify Municipal planning authority;

2. Urges the Province of Ontario to support housing and infrastructure development
in ways that align with sound environmental planning and wildlife protection and
empower municipalities with appropriate planning tools;

3. Urges the Province of Ontario to conduct robust consultation on Bill 5: Protecting
Ontario By Unleashing Our Economy Act> 2025;

4. Urges the Province of Ontario not to use Special Economic Zones to exempt
projects from By-laws that impacts revenue including development charge By-
laws, property tax By-laws, or fees and charges By-law;

5. Requests the Province of Ontario consider the feedback submitted for Bill 5 by
the Associations for Municipalities in Ontario (AMO) which highlights protecting
Municipal autonomy and fiscal sustainability and Ontario's Environment and
Indigenous Cultural Heritage; and,

6. Directs that a copy of this resolution be sent to:

o The Minister of Energy and Mines;
o The Minister of Municipal Affairs and Housing;
o The Minister of the Environment, Conservation and Parks;
o The Minister of Citizenship and Multiculturalism;
o The Premier of Ontario;
o The Association of Municipalities of Ontario (AMO); and,
o All Ontario Municipalities.

The above resolution, adopted by the Municipal Council, is forward for your information
and action as required.

Thank you,

Mary Remmig
Acting Clerk

MUNICIPALITY OF NORTH GRENVILLE
285 COUNTY ROAD 44, PO BOX 130, KEMP7VILIE, ON KOG UO T(613)258-9569 E)fT 219 F(613)258-9620
clerk@northgrenville.on.ca
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Proclamation 

September 15 - 21, 2025 

Rail Safety Week 

WHEREAS Rail Safety Week is to be held across Canada from September 15 to 21, 

2025; and 

WHEREAS 261 railway crossing and trespassing incidents occurred in Canada in 2024, 

resulting in 68 avoidable fatalities and 58 avoidable serious injuries; 

WHEREAS educating and informing the public about rail safety—including reminding 

the public that railway rights-of-way are private property, enhancing awareness of the 

dangers associated with highway-rail grade crossings, and ensuring pedestrians and 

motorists are looking and listening while near railways and obeying established traffic 

laws—will help reduce the number of preventable incidents; and 

WHEREAS Operation Lifesaver is a public-private partnership that works with the 

public, rail industry, governments, police services, media, and communities to raise rail 

safety awareness; and 

WHEREAS CN and Operation Lifesaver have requested municipal councils adopt this 

proclamation in support of ongoing efforts to raise awareness, save lives, and prevent 

injuries in communities, including here in the Town of Prescott; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Gauri Shankar, Mayor of the Town of Prescott, do hereby 

proclaim September 15 – 21, 2025, as Rail Safety Week in the Town of Prescott, and 

encourage all residents to be vigilant around railways and to share the rail safety 

message within our community. 

 

Dated this 2nd day of September, 2025. 

 
___________________________ 
Gauri Shankar, Mayor 
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Proclamation 

September 21-27, 2025 
National Legion Week 

WHEREAS, the Royal Canadian Legion is Canada’s foremost veteran support and 
community service organization, with over 390 Branches across the country and a 
membership of more than 89,000 members; and 

WHEREAS, the Royal Canadian Legion is a non-profit organization entrusted with 
maintaining the proud tradition of Remembrance, honouring those who made the 
supreme sacrifice in defense of our nation in past and present conflicts, so that we as 
Canadians may continue to live in freedom; and 

WHEREAS, the Royal Canadian Legion continues to support and represent Veterans 
of past and present, with many benefits resulting from the determination and 
commitment of its thousands of dedicated members at all levels of the organization; 
and 

WHEREAS, Legion Branches across the province work together with their affiliated 
organization, the Ladies’ Auxiliary, to raise funds in support of the many programs 
within Ontario Command of the Royal Canadian Legion; and 

WHEREAS, millions of dollars are raised each year through the efforts of Branches 
and their Auxiliaries, supporting numerous programs that benefit Veterans, seniors, 
and youth within our communities; and 

WHEREAS, the Royal Canadian Legion Branch 97 in Prescott has faithfully served 
our Veterans, their families, and the community through advocacy, service, and 
remembrance; 

NOW THEREFORE, I, Mayor Gauri Shankar, Mayor of the Town of Prescott, on 
behalf of Council, do hereby proclaim September 21–27, 2025 as National Legion 
Week in the Town of Prescott, and encourage all residents to recognize, honour, and 
support the vital work of the Royal Canadian Legion. 

Dated this 2nd day of September, 2025. 

 
___________________________ 
Gauri Shankar, Mayor 
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THE CORPORATION OF THE 
TOWN OF PRESCOTT 

 

BY-LAW NO. 37-2025 
 

A BY-LAW TO ADOPT THE PROCEEDINGS OF THE  
COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON SEPTEMBER 2, 2025. 

 

 
WHEREAS, Section 5(3) of the Municipal Act, 2001 S.O. 2001, c.25, as amended, provides 
that Council’s powers shall be exercised by by-law; and 
 
WHEREAS certain actions of Council do not require the enactment of a specific by-law; 
 
NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED THAT, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of 
Prescott enacts as follows: 
 

1. Subject to Paragraph 3 of this by-law, the proceedings of the above-referenced Council 
meeting, including all Resolutions, By-laws, Recommendations, Adoptions of 
Committee Reports, and all other motions and matters decided in the said Council 
Meeting are hereby adopted and confirmed, and shall have the same force and effect, 
as if such proceedings were expressly embodied in this by-law.  
 

2. The Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute all such documents, and to direct 
other officials of the Town to take all other action, that may be required to give effect to 
the proceedings of the Council Meeting referred to in Paragraph 1 of this by-law.  
 

3. Nothing in this by-law has the effect of conferring the status of a by-law upon any of the 
proceedings of the Council Meeting referred to in Paragraph 1 of this by-law where any 
legal prerequisite to the enactment of a specific by-law has not been satisfied.  
 

4. Any member of Council who complied with the provisions of Section 5 of the Municipal 
Conflict of Interest Act, R.S.O. 1990, Chapter M.50 respecting the proceedings of the 
Council Meeting referred to in Paragraph 1 of this by-law shall be deemed to have 
complied with said provisions in respect of this by-law.  

 
 

 
READ AND PASSED, SIGNED AND SEALED THIS 2ND DAY OF SEPTEMBER 2025. 
 
 
 

 

____________________________  _____________________________ 
          Mayor                 Clerk 
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