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   The founding of the Ladies Auxiliary dates to WWI, when groups of
women across Canada volunteered to help wounded veterans
returning home and provide support to their families during and
after the war. When the Royal Canadian Legion was established in
1926, these women were welcomed into the organization as an
extension of the Legion, continuing to support ex-service members
and assist the Legion in local programs and events.

Although many of the wives, mothers and sisters of ex-service
members volunteered their time to the Legion since Prescott’s Branch
97's founding in the 1920s (especially with the Overseas Welfare Club),  
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Remeberance Day Newspaper Advertisement, Dated 1949

Some of the organization's first
major projects included hosting a
covered-dish supper for all
Prescott war brides in February
1949, setting up the young women
with bridge classes (short-term
academic programs) to help them
get accustomed to life in Canada.
Later that same year, they would
host Royal Canadian Legion
Branch 97’s first Remembrance
Day tea and food sale, raising
around $285 (roughly $3,800 in
today’s currency).

 it wasn’t until 1948 that an official Ladies Auxiliary branch was chartered. Officially
formed on April 14th, 1948, with an extravagant ceremony. A.H. Kincaid acted as
chairman, and Mrs. A. Coburn led the ceremonies of installation for 30 members, which
included the following names: Mary McGrory, Jean Henry, Norwena Brown, Hazel
Pomeroy, Ann Smith, C. Kincaid, Florence Donovan, E. Morris, M. Seeley, A.M. Snyder, B.
Fisher, P. O’Connell, M. Durant, E. McGee, J. Miller, Enid Simzer and M. Hoy.



Alongside assisting the men with the annual poppy campaign, by the 1950s the
group had initiated the tradition of creating decorative poppy sprays to adorn the
graves of veterans at cemeteries across the Grenville area, a tradition that the
organization continued until the 21st century.

Another tradition started during this period of the Ladies Auxiliary was the
creation of a cookbook featuring recipes used in their weekly community lunches.
The first of these books was published in 1953, with the proceeds used to update
the hall's kitchen facilities and card room to include darts and cribbage areas.

The Prescott War Monument at Old Town Hall, Photo Circa’ 1950Prescott Legion Brach 97 at 141 Henry Street West

By the 1960s and 1970s, the group was
actively involved in raising funds for
charities such as the Red Cross, Girl
Guides, Boy Scouts, Cadets, and the
Salvation Army. When the Prescott Red
Cross branch closed in the early 1970s,
the Ladies Auxiliary took over many of
its programs. They sewed diapers,
blankets, and towels for children in
Africa affected by war. Led by Comrade
Jean Henry, the Ladies Auxiliary
expanded sewing projects to include
yearly donations of socks and mittens
to families in need across Leeds and
Grenville. The organization also ran a
pocket novel collection, donating
books to veterans overseas and
hospitals across Canada. 

Newspaper clipping from the Prescott Journal, January 25 , 1951th



In 1998, the organization celebrated its 50th anniversary with an
extravagant celebration at the Legion Hall. In attendance was
guest speaker Provincial Officer Rose Green and representatives
from every auxiliary in Zone G-3. Following the presentation,
each member of the Prescott Ladies Auxiliary, consisting of 26
members, was awarded a pin and a diploma for their efforts in
bettering the community. Some of the dedicated women
honoured that night included Judy Stead, Madeliene Campeau,
Edna Stephenson, Lousie McCallam, Isabel Arcand, Rita Whitney,
Mary Johns, Joyce Doherty, Anges Dodge, Mabel Hodge, Tracey
Holden, Dorothy Lennox and Gail Rocky.
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Today, the Ladies Auxiliary remains a dedicated organization
within Prescott, alongside the Legion, hosting community
lunches, bingo and dances, they also continued the tradition
of hosting Remembrance Day activities at the Prescott War
Monument, annual poppy campaigns and honouring
Prescott’s veterans. Newspaper clipping from the Prescott

Journal, April 15, 1948

Newspaper clipping from the Prescott Journal, Noember 16, 1950
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