
THE CORPORATION OF THE TOWN OF PRESCOTT 

BY-LAW NO. 2-85 

A By-Law to  prohibit and regulate signs and other advertising devices 

WHEREAS, Section 210(141) of the Municipal Act R.S.O. 1980, c.302 authorizes 

Municipalities to pass By-Laws to prohibit and regulate signs and other advertising 

devices and the posting of notices on buildings or vacant lots within the Municipality. 

AND WHEREAS, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Prescott deems it expedient 

to regulate signs and other advertising devices. 

NOW, THEREFORE, the Council of the Corporation of the Town of Prescott enacts as 

follows: 

Section 1: Definitions 

a) Sign includes any advertising device or notice and means any medium, including 
its structure and other component parts, temporary or permanent, which is used 

or capable of being used to attract attention to a specific subject matter, other 

than itself, for identification, information or advertising purposes. 

b) Billboard shall mean a sign whose area exceeds 1 square metre and is used for the 

display of a poster or for advertising purposes and may be attached to the wall 

or may be self supporting. 

c) Incidental Sign shall mean a sign of minor consequence and size whose use is 

incidental to another use and which therefore does not require detailed regulation 

by this By-law, without limiting the generality of the foregoing, incidental 

signs normally include numerical street numbers, any sign solely connected with 

a festive or religious occasion or public holiday or which is an integral part 

of equipment or of the packaging of a product or of a display; it is currently 

usual to locate on a park bench, mailbox, newspaper box, corner stone or grave 

marker. 

d) Free Standing Sign shall mean any sign directly supported by the ground without 

the aid of any other building or structure other than the sign structure. 

Accessory or Business Sign shall mean a sign, symbol, trademark structure or similar 

device including merchandise used to identify the use pursued by the person, firm, 

corporation, business, service, commercial or industrial enterprise which is 

displayed upon a lot or premises and indicates the type of business activity in 
which it is engaged. 

Election Sign shall mean any sign advertising or promoting any faction or candidate 

in an election. 

Real Estate Sign shall mean a temporary non-illuminated sign not exceeding .5 m 

in area, advertising the sale or rental of a building or property. 
In ter ior  Sign shall include signs which are affixed to the inside of windows and 

glass doors and are intended to be seen from a parking lot or roadway. 

Awning or Canopy shall mean and include a roof-like protection which is attached 

to a building which, when in place, projects at its base horizontally at right 
angles to the wall of the building. An awning or canopy-may be permanently fixed 

to the building in a horizontal position or may be retractable. 



J)  Marquee s h a l l  mean a  permanent p r o t e c t i v e  s t r u c t u r e  e r e c t e d  o v e r  a  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  

road  a l l o w a n c e ,  a d j a c e n t  t o  t h e  e n t r a n c e  o f  a  h o t e l  o r  t h e a t r e  and s u p p o r t e d  

by s p e c i a l  s u p p o r t s  a t  t h e  s i d e  f a r t h e s t  from t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

Section 2: Regulations f o r  Signs 

a )  No person s h a l l  e r e c t  o r  m a i n t a i n  any  s i g n  which has  any o f  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  

c h a r a c t e r i s t i c s :  

The s i g n  p r o j e c t s  more t h a n  45 ( 1 8 " )  o v e r  t h e  p u b l i c  s idewalk  o r  road  

a l lowance .  

The s i g n  p r o j e c t s  above t h e  e a v e s  o r  p a r a p e t  l i n e  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g .  

The s i g n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  f l a s h i n g  o r  moving i l l u m i n a t i o n  which v a r i e s  i n  

i n t e n s i t y  o r  c o l o u r .  

The d e s i g n  o f  t h e  s i g n  i n c o r p o r a t e s  motion o f  t h e  s i g n  f a c e  o r  s i g n  

s t r u c t u r e  which does  n o t  r e l a t e  t o  time o r  t e m p e r a t u r e .  

The s i g n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  haza rd  t o  p u b l i c  s a f e t y  o r  h e a l t h ,  o r  t h e  s i g n  by 

reason  of i t s  s i z e ,  l o c a t i o n ,  c o n t e n t ,  c o l o u r i n g  o r  manner o f  i l l u m i n a t i o n  

o b s t r u c t s  o r  d e t r a c t s  from t h e  e f f e c t i v e n e s s  o r  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  any t r a f f i c  

p u b l i c  s t reets  and r o a d s .  s i g n  o r  c o n t r o l  d e v i c e  on 

t h e  s i g n  c o n s t i t u t e s  a  nu 

p r o p e r t y .  

t h e  s i g n  i s  t o  be e r e c t e d  

p r o p e r t y .  

i s a n c e  t o  t h e  owners and o c c u p i e r s  o f  t h e  su r round  

and m a i n t a i n e d  on o r  o v e r  hanging Municipal  

( v i i i )  t h e  s i g n  i s  c l a s s i f i e d  a s  a  b i  11 board .  

( i x )  t h e  s i g n  i s  p o r t a b l e  and d i s p l a y e d  on p u b l i c  r i g h t s  o f  way. 

( x >  Merchandise d i s p l a y e d  on p u b l i c  r i g h t s  o f  way u n l e s s  a u t h o r i z e d  by r e s o l u t i o n  

o f  C o u n c i l ,  o r  t h e  merchandise  d i s p l a y e d  o c c u p i e s  no more t h a n  one  metre 
measured from t h e  s t o r e  f r o n t  and i s  s e c u r e d  and s u p p o r t e d  i n  such  a  way 

a s  n o t  t o  be a  h i n d r a n c e  t o  p e d e s t r i a n s .  

b)  Al l  s i g n s  must  be m a i n t a i n e d  i n  good o r d e r  and appearance .  

C )  ( i )  No person s h a l l  a t t a c h  any p o s t e r ,  i n c i d e n t i a l  s i g n ,  h a n d b i l l  n o t i c e  o r  
a d v e r t i s e m e n t  t o  any p o l e  o r  t ree on any  highway, o r  p a i n t ,  p r i n t  o r  

impress  a n y t h i n g  on any  s i d e w a l k  o r  roadway w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  t o  do s o  

from t h e  C o r p o r a t i o n  o f  t h e  Town o f  P r e s c o t t .  

( i i )  No person s h a l l  e r e c t  o r  m a i n t a i n  any banner ,  s t r i n g e r  o r  o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  

d e v i c e  a c r o s s  any road  a l lowance  w i t h o u t  pe rmiss ion  t o  do s o  by r e s o l u t i o n  

o f  t h e  Council  o f  t h e  Town o f  P r e s c o t t .  

( i i i )  All s i g n s  s h a l l  be removed w i t h i n  48 hours  o f  t h e  e v e n t  f o r  which t h e y  a r e  

used o r  w i t h i n  48 hours  o f  r e c e i p t  o f  w r i t t e n  n o t i c e  t o  do s o  from t h e  

By-law Enforcement O f f i c e r .  

d )  Unless  o t h e r w i s e  approved by C o u n c i l ,  t h e r e  s h a l l  be no more t h a n  one free s t a n d i n g  

s i g n  e r e c t e d  on any  premise  used f o r  commercia l ,  r e t a i l  and /o r  p r o f e s s i o n a l  

purposes .  T h i s  r e s t r i c t i o n  a p p l i e s  t o  t h e  e n t i r e  premise  n o t  w i t h s t a n d i n g  t h a t  

t h e r e  may be more t h a n  one  e s t a b l i s h m e n t  occupying a  s i n g l e  premise .  



e )  Any outdoor  s i g n  5s  l i a b l e  t o  i n s p e c t i o n  by t h e  By-Law Enforcement O f f i c e r .  

( i )  Any outdoor  s i g n  which i s  found by such i n s p e c t i o n  n o t  t o  conform w i t h  

t h i s  By-Law s h a l l  be removed by t h e  owner w i t h i n  t h i r t y  days o f  n o t i c e  

o f  t h e  non-conformi ty .  

( i i )  A f t e r  t h i r t y  days, t h e  By-Law Enforcement O f f i c e r  i s  hereby au tho r i zed  t o  

have t h e  s i g n  removed a t  t h e  expense o f  t he  owner. 

Sec t ion  3: Awning, Canopy o r  Marquee 

a )  An awning, canopy o r  marquee may be a t tached t o  any b u i l d i n g  i f  and o n l y  i f :  

( i )  The b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e  t o  which i t  i s  a t tached  i s  o f  s u f f i c i e n t  s t r e n g t h  

t o  c a r r y  t h e  load .  

( i i )  No f i r e  escape s h a l l  be obs t ruc ted .  

( i i i )  No o b s t r u c t i o n  t o  t h e  v i s i b i l i t y  o f  d r i v e r s  o r  t h e  ope ra t i on  o f  motor 

veh i c l es  would r e s u l t  f rom i t s  e r e c t i o n .  

( i v )  No p a r t  o f  such awning, canopy o r  marquee i s  c l o s e r  than  210 cm. ( 7 ' )  

above t h e  s idewalk .  

( v )  No awning, canopy o r  marquee s h a l l  p r o j e c t  h o r i z o n t a l l y  over  a  p u b l i c  

s idewalk  i n  such a  manner t h a t  a  l i n e  dropped v e r t i c a l l y  f rom t h e  face  o f  t h e  

awning, canopy o r  marquee i s  w i t h i n  60 cm. (24 " )  f rom t h e  face  o f  t h e  

curb.  

b )  No tw i ths tand ing  any th i ng  o r  any o t h e r  p r o v i s i o n s  con ta ined  i n  t h i s  o r  any 

o t h e r  By-Law, an awning, canopy o r  marquee may c a r r y  upon t h e  o u t e r  v e r t i c a l  

face  which i s  p a r a l l e l  w i t h  t h e  face  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o n l y  an i d e n t i f i c a t i o n  

s ign ,  p rov ided  t h a t  n e i t h e r  t h e  s i g n  no r  t h e  l e t t e r s  o r  f i g u r e s  on t h e  

s i g n  exceed 30 cm. (12 " )  i n  he igh t .  

Sec t ion  4: Except ions 

a )  Th is  By-Law s h a l l  n o t  app l y  t o  s i gns  e rec ted  by t h e  a u t h o r i t y  o f  t h e  Counci l  

o f  t h e  Corpora t ion  o f  t h e  Town o f  P resco t t ,  t h e  On ta r i o  Government o r  t h e  

Federal Government. 

Sec t ion  5: L i a b i l i t y  

a )  The Corpora t ion  o f  t h e  Town o f  P r e s c o t t  cannot be h e l d  respons ib l e  f o r  any c la ims ,  

losses,  damages, expenses and cos t s  which migh t  be i n c u r r e d  by t h e  Town due 
t o  t h e  e r e c t i o n  o f  any s i g n  on p r i v a t e  p r o p e r t y  o r  t h e  d i s p l a y  o f  any 
merchandise on t h e  p u b l i c  r i g h t s  o f  way. 

Sec t ion  6; Permi ts  

a )  No person s h a l l  e r e c t ,  cause t o  be e rec ted  o r  s t r u c t u r a l l y  a l t e r  any s igns ,  

awning, canopy, marquee o r  o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  dev ice  w i t h i n  t h e  Town o f  

P r e s c o t t  w i t h o u t  f i r s t  o b t a i n i n g  a  pe rm i t  f rom t h e  o f f i c e  o f  t h e  By-Law 

Enforcement O f f i c e r .  

b )  The f e e  f o r  such s i g n  pe rm i t  s h a l l  be $10.00. 

C )  The By-Law Enforcement O f f i c e r  s h a l l  i s sue  a  pe rm i t  o n l y  i f  t h e  proposed 

s ign ,  awning, canopy, marquee o r  o t h e r  a d v e r t i s i n g  dev ice  meets t h e  r e q u i r e -  

ments o f  t h i s  By-Law. 

d )  Permi ts  a r e  n o t  r e q u i r e d  f o r  t h e  f o l l o w i n g  c lasses  o f  s igns  o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  

dev ices : 



( i )  e l e c t i o n  s i gns  

( i i )  i n c i d e n t a l  s igns  

( i i i )  r e a l  e s t a t e  s igns  

( i v )  i n t e r i o r  s i gns  whether a f f i x e d  t o  t h e  window o r  t o  t h e  i n t e r i o r  

w a l l s  o f  t h e  b u i l d i n g  o r  s t r u c t u r e .  

( v )  s i gns  o f  p u b l i c  a u t h o r i t y .  

( v i )  s igns  p resc r i bed  by law. 

( v i i  ) s i gns  f o r  pub1 i c  convenience (such as d e l i v e r y ,  cau t i on ,  ent rance,  

c o n s t r u c t i o n  o r  de tou r  s i g n s ) .  

Sec t ion  7: Pena l ty  

a  Any person con t raven ing  any o f  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  By-law i s  g u i l t y  

o f  an o f f ence  and i s  l i a b l e  t o  a  p e n a l t y  n o t  exceeding $2,000.00 

recoverab le  under t h e  P r o v i n c i a l  Offences Ac t  R.S.O. 1980 c.400. 

Sec t ion  8 :  Compliance 

a  No s i g n  l a w f u l l y  e rec ted  a t  t h e  da te  o f  t h e  pass ing o f  t h i s  By-Law need 

be removed t o  comply w i t h  t h i s  By-Law so l ong  as t h e  s i g n  o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  

dev ice  i s  n o t  i n  any way s u b s t a n t i a l l y  a l t e r e d .  Maintenance and 

r e p a i r  o f  t h e  s i g n  o r  a d v e r t i s i n g  dev ice  o r  a  change i n  t h e  message 

d i sp layed  s h a l l  n o t  be deemed i n  i t s e l f  t o  c o n s t i t u t e  an a l t e r a t i o n .  

Sec t ion  9: Repeal 

a  By-Law 1873 passed t h e  17 th  day o f  March, 1975 i s  hereby repealed.  

b  Sec t ion  44 o f  By-Law 32-80 i s  hereby repealed.  

c Notw i ths tand ing  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  any o t h e r  By-Law t o  t h e  con t ra r y ,  

i n  t h e  even t  o f  a  c o n f l i c t  between p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h e  By-Law and 

o t h e r  By-Laws, t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  t h i s  By-Law s h a l l  p r e v a i l .  

d  t ime  t h i s  21st  day o f  January 

Mayor C le r k  

Read a  t h i r d  t ime  and f i n a l l y  passed t h i s  4 t h  d  1985. 

&/% 
Mayor 



APPLICATION TO POST OR ERECT SIGNS AND BANNERS ., 
BY-LAW 2-85 

NAME OF APPLICANT: 

ADDRESS: 

NAME OF COMPANY OR ORGANIZATION: 

ADDRESS: 

SIZE OF SIGNS: 

GENERAL LOCATION WHERE BEING POSTED: 

GENERAL DESCRIPTION OF CONTENT OF SIGN: 

PERMANENT INSTALLATION TEMPORARY INSTALLATION 

ENCLOSE TWO (2) COPIES OF DRAWINGS SHOWING LOCATION AND DIMENSIONS OF 
SIGNS. 

I HEREBY AGREE TO REMOVE ALL TEMPORARY SIGNS AND /OR BANNERS WITHIN 48 
HOURS AFTER THE CO't'CLUSiON OF T'iE EVENT OR LViTiiibi 48 HOURS AFTER 
RECEIVING A NOTICE FROM THE TOWN CLERK. 

................................................... 
SIGNATURE OF APPLICANT 

.................... 
DATE 

APPROVAL IS HEREBY GRANTED TO ERECT BANNERS AND OR SIGNS IN ACCORDANCE 
WITH THE ABOVE APPLICATION, SUBJECT TO THE FOLLOWING CONDITIONS (IF ANY): 

SUCH TEMPORARY SIGNS AND/OR BANNERS ARE TO BE REMOVED NOT LATER THAN 
....... ........................ 12:OO MIDNIGHT THE ............ DAY OF 19 

Receipt:# .................. Permit:# ............... F e e :  ........... S T  :$ ........ 
TOTAL. ..................... 




